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DAY-LILIES: 


Ideal for summer bloom. 
See page 32. 


NEW PLANTS: 


Hybridize your garden 
flowers. See page 36. 


JAPANESE IRIS: 


Hard to grow? Not at all! 
See page 40. 


ARRANGEMENTS: 


How to preserve garden 
flowers. See page 30. 


PANSIES, 
HOLLYHOCKS, 


other biennials: sow seed 
now. See page 35. 


COOL & GREEN 


Grow ferns in shade. 
See page 38. 








GARDENS 


America’s Finest Iris can be the pride of your 
garden. Such big improvements over the old fa- 
shioned kinds, larger in size with a wide range of 
colors. Stunning new shades as sea shell pinks, 
big melting butter yellows, tall, chaste whites, rich 
deep toned blacks, glossy, metallic bronze coppers! 

And—they are easy to grow and care for. No 
need to dig, store and replant. Each year a more 
bountiful display of color is yours from these 
Oregon Grown Roots. Modern Iris are character- 
ized by their larger size— individual florets meas- 
uring up to 7 inches—with stems 3 to 4 feet tall. 

Select the most entrancing Iris you’ve ever seen 
from these great new combination offers and sud 
denly your garden becomes the talk of the town. 


THOTMES Hl 


MAMMOTH COLLECTION 
5 of the largest Iris imaginable jee asiawen hs $5.00 


These enormous new iris on tall, stately stems boast individual blossoms 
measuring up to 7 inches for a single floret. These will be the pride 
of your garden and the envy of your neighbors. 

BLUE HAWAII, imposing rich marine blue. 

MAYTIME, rich two-toned limpid lilac pink 

ORIENTAL GLORY, rich glossy red & heliotrope 

SUNSET BLAZE, blazing gold flame blend 

ZANTHA, o whopper rich butter yellow 





CLASSICS COLLECTION 
10 Iris, your choice, for only... 
fa $7.50 value) 


Our most popular collection—a group of the Classics of the Iris world. 
A colorful selection in gorgeous colors unknown a few years ago. A fine 
varied group of new modern iris tor you 


os a UE 4 ae ie fied [ICASA MORENA, large chestnut brown RS re 00 
Cae $12.00 VAL Z a CL) CAHOKIA, sartnens light blue * 

-6°° 

e 

COLORGLO for 


MOONLIGHT SONATA, beoutifu! leben ville 
5S GIANT HYBRID IRIS (pictured) 


PARADISE PINK, engaging tresh flamingo pink 
RAINBOW ROOM, many colored blend 

You will be astonished at the tremendous size and opulent beauty of each of these surprising new Giant 

Hybrid Iris. Purer colors. Surprisingly easy to grow, they do not require any more care than regular 

iris, yet what a bonanza of loveliness these varieties will lend your garden! 


SELECT 3 


]}RANGER, rich even colored red 





GAY BORDER, striking red etched white 
GREAT LAKES, standout fine light blue 
}MULBERRY ROSE, descriptive name, rich 

JOLA KALA, rich orange yellow... a] 

]PINK CAMEO, very popular flamingo pink 
[]SABLE, deep claret black . 

]SARAH LEE SHIELDS, beouvtiful toll white 
BURGUNDY SPLASH, dotted red, distinctive, different is CI]STATEN ISLAND, rich red & yellow 
THOTMES 111, glistening metallic golden brown 
COLORGLO, sparkling rose encrusted gold 
GOLDEN SUNSHINE, wonderful pure golden yellow, big 
BLUE SAPPHIRE, new silver bive everyone is talking about 


SELECT 4 


JAMIGO, lovely two-toned blue 
]}GARDEN FLAME, smooth rose-red 
GRAND CANYON, plum ond purple 

[ | MISTY GOLD, ruffled lemon-ice tone 


C)PRAIRIE SUNSET, blend of sunset colors 
BIG SIX CRED GLEAM, chestnut red, bright 


6 Superlative, rich colored iris ($9.00 value) 


SELECT 3 


ALL 20 FOR $10.00 
A dazzling orray of new varieties, as beautifully colored as a rainbow. One of our most sought 
after collections 


CHIVALRY, classic ruffled blue as Sain cae sae , 1 AMERICA’S FINEST IRIS BOOK 


PINNACLE, peerless white & pri 


: | ' . i 1 f lor illustrations, this 
QUECHEE, per indian re Sa Jom packed with Iris lore, 60 pages, 130 full color illustratio i 


is the industry's outstanding book. Describes 300 of the most recent 
developments, Telis how to plant, grow ond arrange Iris—plus the 


STAR SHINE, frogront 
STORM WARNING, upstanding 


best bargain offers of the year! . 
PINK PLUME, crispy silvery 


Send for your copy today 





SHOW PRIZE 
WINNERS 


§& Premium Varieties 


These 5 Iris are top award winners on the show 


bench. Likewise, they will prove stellar performers 


in your own garden. And they'll win blue ribbons 
for you, too 

BLACK DIAMOND, silken blue block......... $1.50 
COPPER MEDALLION, gleoming copper...... 1.50 
MYSTIC MELODY, potr 
PIERRE MENARD, upstanding rich marine blue 1.50 
PACEMAKER, glossy silken red 


cian cream and gold.. 1.50 


BUTTERFLY 
COLLECTION 


$5.00 


like fluttering butterflies, these unique speckled, 
spotted and stitched iris ore breath-toking. A de- 
light to behold, each variety represents a different 
pottern, lovely in a manner exclusive with iris. 
GALA FINALE, spicy $1.00 
HARLEQUIN, doppled chocolote on silver 1.00 
MASKED BALL, deepest contrasting 

purple & white ae — 00 
RASPBERRY RIBBON, jou 

morked on silver POSE vee ee 50 
RICH RAIMENT, striking rich red on white 50 
RODEO, big bold & goy, buckskin on creom... .60 
WOODMONT PLUME, striking violet on white 1.00 


ZF Unique stippled, dotted types 


red marked on yellow 


Try these for that different look! 





FABULOUS 
FLAMINGO PINKS 


G of the Newest Tones in Pink for 


ment of these new flamingo pink iris 


love the delicate decor of pink, you will be doubly enchanted 


with this superb pink collection. 


these exquisite beauties will thrill you beyond your fondest 


dreams. Really ‘‘something new™’ 


HERITAGE, 
PINK FORMAL, 
RADIATION, rospbe 
MELODY LANE, |! ous apricot pink.. 
BALLERINA, toll light pink, a classic 
PARTY DRESS, charming demure pink 


ruffly flamingo pink 
ch salmony pink 


y flamingo pink 


All plants labelled and Postpaid 


“AMERICA’S IRIS HEADQUARTERS” 


$5.00 


One of the biggest breaks in plant breeding is the develop- 


Flowering in your gorden, 


GRAND CHAMPIONS 


DYKES MEDAL 


WINNER’S COLLECTION 


cS Top winners from all “= 
America 


ly es 50 


The cream of the crop, winners of the coveted 
Dykes Medo! Award as the best Iris each yeor. 
Exciting, delectable and different. 


TRULY YOURS, ruffled white & gold... .$3.00 
MARY RANDALL, luscious rose........ 5.00 
HELEN McGREGOR, wonderful light blue 1.00 
CHERIE, exquisite flamingo pink 
ARGUS PHEASANT, rich brown 


Total value $11.50 





PREMIUM 
OFFER 


Order all nine special collections on 
these two pages ($50.00) and we will 
include FREE, one root of SABLE 
NIGHT (valve $7.50), that senso- 
tional Dykes Medal Winner, and one 
of the blackest iris in existence. 











If you love iris, if you 


(Mammoth Collection ($8.00 valve) 
CL) Classics Collection ($7.50 valve). 
CIJAN 20 Classics . 

(15 Gient Hybrid ($12. 00 valved 
CIBig Six ($9.00 valve). 


spotted and stitched coloring 


Name 


.$ 5.00 
5.00 "]Oykes Medo! Winners ($11.50 rear 7.50 


- f i le Night f . 
(] Show Prize Winners, 5 premium varieties 5.00 ~ Promiom Offer (with Sable Night free) 


C) Butterfly Collection, unique, speckled, 


CHAMPIONS 
SB iris, each a show favorite. $7.50 


CAROLINE JANE, superb blue edged 


white 7” flowers 


INCA CHIEF, simply huge. very brood 
golden bronze 


VIOLET HARMONY, clossic ond serene 
elegant smooth violet ..+.+.+e+ee+++ 5.00 





SABLE 
NIGHT 
$7.50 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
SCHREINER'S GARDENS, ®t. 2, Box 297-H, Salem, Oregon 


Please send me the following for which | hove enclosed $ 


(no C.0.D.'s 


» Please). 


C) Fabulous Flamingo Pinks - 5.00 


Sable Night : amiboewhesenne> mae 
[)Show Chompions, each a show favorite 7.50 
50.00 
(11958 Iris Book (no charge if you order 

iris from this ad) ose . ° : .25 





Street 





City. 
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IN YOUR MIDSUMMER GARDEN 

Summer’s bounty preserved for winter enjoyment—by Eleanor R. 
Bolton. Summer in winter? Yes! Preserve your summer flowers 

6 good ways to use day-lilies—With sketches from his garden note- 
book, John Burton Brimer suggests how to landscape with 
day-lilies for dramatic effect . . os 

The exciting lavender day-lilies—by Alvhild V. Holmes 

Start these plants from seed now for flowers next year—by Marjorie 
Johnson Dietz. Seed of pansies, Canterbury bells and other 
biennials can be sown now . 

Decorate your border with painted daisies—by Martha Pratt Haislip 

A MULTITUDE OF IRIS 

Meet the beardless irises—by Rosalie Claire Tempest Sa har 

Japanese iris are NOT hard to grow—by W. F. Scott, Jr. Japanese 
iris (pictured on the cover) are a misunderstood and neglected 
plant. Here an experienced gardener clears up the misunder- 
standings and urges that American — stop neglecting 
this spectacular plant . . Be ae ey 47a 

Grow the exotic aril iris—by Alvhild V. Holmes. A new adventure 
in gardening which will prove a real test to your green thumb 

The winter-blooming iris—if you live in a mild climate, plant some 
of these unusual iris. yee” se 

Plant new iris; divide old iris—a picture story Wea | eee 


FOR ALL GARDENERS 

Make a planter from a coconut—by Frances Mueller . . 

Tools and Equipment—prizes offered gardeners in ’58 ‘ 

Sweet-scented stock in your greenhouse—by Cornelius Ackerson 

“, . . who loves gardens . . . is therefore my friend”—by Helen S. 
Hull. A report on the XV International Horticultural Congress 

Vegetables fresh from the garden—by Ruth Rodale Spira. Giving a 
party tonight? Serve hors d’oeuvres of raw vegetables : 

A dash of pollen, a sticky stigma and presto—seed—by Aleita H. 
Scott. Do you want to hybridize your garden flowers? Turn to 
this essay that makes hybridizing your favorite flowers easy 

Landscape with ferns for unusual foliage, cool and green—Bernard 
T. Bridgers describes the ferns—their characteristics and uses— 
and traces their life cycle from spore to plant : 

7 ferns for your garden—all easy to grow, lovely to look at 

Of horses, herbs and horsetails—by Gertrude B. Fiertz 
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Eleanor 
R. Bolton 
describes 
methods 
of pre- 
serving 
flowers 
on 

page 30. 


The August issue of FLOWER 
GROWER will feature articles 
on solving midsummer gar- 
dening problems. Mulching 
and watering will be dis- 
cussed in two articles. There 
will be a two-page feature 
on day-lilies for midsummer 
color. Hydrangeas will be 
spotlighted in one article, 
lilies in another, Oriental 
poppies in still another. And 
there will be articles on wild- 
flowers, science in the gar- 





den, iris and daffodils. 
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Mats Home Gardener’s Own Book Club 


brings you the best new Garden Books published—at Big Savings 


Special Introductory Offer to New Members 


WHICH TWO OF THESE 
BOOKS DO YOU WANT 
FOR ONLY $2.89? 


Alli About the Perennial Garden— 
Montague Free. Every step in the 
making of a beautiful perennial gar- 
den—over 500 plants described! 153 
helpful photos, including color! 352 
pages. Pub. ed. $5.95 

Anyone Can Grow Roses—Cynthia 
Westcott, the Plant Doctor. Valuable 
handbook on the selection, planting, 
and care of 200 varieties of roses. 
“Authoritative and  up-to-date!”— 
Popular Gardening. Pub. ed. $3.00 
Complete Book of Chrysanthemums 
—Cornelius Ackerson. All about 
mums for garden beauty, greenhouse, 
cutting, arrangements, etc. Propaga- 
tion, hybridization, soils, fertilizers, 
etc. Illus. Pub. ed. $4.95 

The Complete Book of Outdoor 
Cookery—Everything about charcoal 
cooking, indoors and out—fires, 
equipment, recipes food buying, 
cooking times, barbecuing, side 
dishes, etc., etc. Pub. ed. $3.95 
Garden Design Illustrated—Big, 
practical guide to modern land- 
scaping—from a city plot to a coun- 
try acre! Packed with step-by-step 
procedures, photos, helpful plans, 
sketches, etc. Pub. ed. $5.75 

Guide to Garden Flowers—Norman 
Taylor. New! Complete guide to the 
identification and culture of 412 gar- 
den flowers—all gorgeously pictured, 
324 in color! Pub. ed. $4.95 


suLY 1958 


ANY TWO 


OF THESE VALUABLE NEW GARDEN BOOKS 


Many Lavishly Illustrated 
in Full Color... yours for only 


VALUE $6.95 To $25 IN PUB. EDITIONS 


The House Beautiful Beok of Gar- 
dens & Outdoor Living—Brand new! 
Huge, lavish volume with 850 striking 
photos—over 100 in full color! Thou- 
sands of exciting new garden ideas. 
Pub. ed. $10.00 


Magic World of Flower Arranging— 
Treasury of original ideas for home 
decoration, parties, holidays, prize- 
winning exhibits! Luxurious 842” by 
11° book, with 100 vivid photos, 
many in full color. Pub. ed. $10.00 


Plant Propagation in  Pictures— 
Montague Free. 380 photos and text 
by famous authority show you how to 
increase your favorite plants by divi- 
sion, grafting, cutting, layering, root- 
ing, etc. Pub. ed. $4.95 


Taylor’s Garden Guide—Norman 
Taylor. In one big volume—6 famous 
books, originally $15.00! The Perma- 
nent Garden, The Everblooming Gar- 
dea, Color in the Garden, Fragrance 
in the Garden, Fruit in the Garden 
and Herbs in the Garden. 


+ 39 


postpaid 


ES, choose ANY TWO of the beautiful and use- 

ful garden books on this page—new volumes by 
outstanding authorities—for less than the price of 
one! With this big money-saving offer is included 
FREE membership in the American Garden Guild 
Book Club—the Club that brings you the garden 
books you need—at special low members’ prices! 


Selections by Famous Garden Editors! 


The American Garden Guild Book Club offers you the best 
newly-published books in all fields of gardening—selected by 
an editorial panel of famous experts, including Montague Free, 
former Horticulturist for the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, and 
Fred F. Rockwell, well-known gardening authority. 

Club selections are beautifully printed and bound, profusely 
illustrated, often with full-color photos and paintings by famous 
horticultural artists. Yet they come to you at an average sav- 
ing of 20% from the price of publishers’ editions. Selections are 
of permanent value and cover the entire range of gardeners’ in- 
terests—fiowers, fruits, trees, vegetables, shrubs, house plants, 
birds, wild flowers, landscaping, garden planning, building, and 
care. But you buy only the books you want! And you don’t 
have to take one every month. As few as 4 books in 24 months 
—yes, only 4 books during your first two years as a member— 
are all you agree to purchase! 


YOU RECEIVE FREE BONUS BOOKS! 


With every fourth book you select, the Club sends you 
absolutely FREE—a brand-new, full-size garden book of 
woe value and interest—usually worth $3.00 or more! 

hese free bonus books represent big extra savings for you. 


SEND NO MONEY—MAIL COUPON NOW! 


We will send you any two books you choose from this 
page—$6.95 to $25.00 value in publishers’ editions—and 
you will be billed only $2.89 (club pays postage). There- 
after, you will receive regularly the Club’s Bulletin, which 
describes forthcoming book selections. 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB 
GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 

Dept. 8-FG-7, Garden City, New York 

Please enroll me as a member. Send me at once, postpaid, the two 

books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2.89 FOR BOTH. 
All About the Perennial Garden [] The Guide to Garden Flowers 
Anyone Can Grow Roses rj House Beautiful Book of Gardens 
Complete Book of Chrysanthemums Magic World of Flower Arranging 
Complete Book of Outdoor Cookery Plant Propagation in Pictures 
Garden Design Illustrated |] Taylor's Garden Guide 


Also send me my first issue of the Garden Bulletin, telling me 
about the new forthcoming Garden Book Club selections. I may notify 
you in advance if I do not wish the following month’s selection. The 
purchase of books is entirely voluntary on my part. I am not ob- 
ligated to accept more than 4 books in 24 months of membership 
I pay nothing except the price of each selection I accept (club pays 
postage)—and with every fourth selection, I am to receive FREE 
your current Bonus Book. 


Mr. Please NO-RISK 

GERI. ccrosincrssekncosecccsbsecoscasesosnconisiniaye toantoniasenmaneoshaniiiiias Print GUARANTEE: 

Miss If not delighted 
return both books 
in 7 days and 
membership will 
be cancelled 

TO RESIDENTS OF CANADA: Selection price slightiy higher. Address American 

Garden Guild (Canada), 105 Bond St., Toronto 2, Ont. Offer good in U.S. and 

Canada only. H-17 


3 





GARDEN 
QUIZ FOR JULY 


Identify this bug damage 
.». prevent it with malathion 
(Answers below 


1. Fall Webworm 11x life size. 
Disfiguring webs on shrubs and 
trees are trademark of web- 


worm and tent caterpillar. U. S. | 


Dept. of Agriculture has cleared 
malathion for webworms plus 
105 other insects. 


2. Gladiolus Thrips 8x life size. 

Whitened petals, deformed 
& blooms and leaves are clue to 
4 thrips trouble. Over 100 manu- 
facturers package malathion wun- 
der their own brand names. 


3. Mexican Bean Beetle 2x life 
size. Lacework of bean foliage is 
work of both adult beetle and 
larvae. Malathion comes in 
sprays, dusts and aerosols. 


4. Red Spider Mite 25x life size. 
Browned leaves, stunted growth 
are signs of mite infestation. 
Used regularly, malathion pre- 
vents damage, protects practi- 
cally everything you grow. 


FREE FULL COLOR LEAFLET 


... bugs, bug damage, instructions for using 
malathion—American Cyanamid Company, 
Insecticide Department FG 3, 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York 20, New York. 








Readers’ 


Own Corner 


Garden Club Flower Shows 
Dear Mrs, Hull: 

Since you are one of the consulting 
editors of FLoweR Grower, I would 
very much like your suggestions on how 
to run a medium-sized flower show, one 
involving two or three hundred club 
members. Do you think people are less 
interested in flower shows than they used 
to be?—Mrs. P. R. Easterday, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 


Mrs. Hull’s Reply 

This subject is very highly developed 
by the National Council of State Garden 
Clubs through its Flower Show Schools 
held by its member state federations, of 
which Nebraska is one. Your club of 
two or three hundred is not a small club, 
and I suggest that it would benefit by 
being a member of the Nebraska Federa- 
tion. This would make your members 
eligible to attend their Flower Show 
Schools. I am sure they would like to 
have you. 

I suggest that you obtain The Hand- 
book for Flower Shows published by the 
National Council of State Garden Clubs. 
It may be ordered from National Council 
Books, Inc., Box 4965, Philadelphia 19, 
Pa. The price is $3.50. This is the hand- 
book of the five courses sponsored by 
the National Council and you will find it 
quite complete in supplying the informa- 
tion you seek. When you study the ex- 
tent of the 192 pages of the handbook, 
you will see that it is very difficult for 
a magazine to present a comprehensive 
article on the subject. 

You ask if I think people are losing 
interest in flower shows. The high cost of 
staging flower shows has made some 
clubs plan shows less frequently, or alter- 
nate a standard flower show with per- 
haps a garden tour. Garden tours seem 
to be growing in popularity and are often 
combined with all the features of a reg- 
ular indoor flower show. If some of the 
houses as well as the gardens are on dis- 
play, regular classes in flower arrange- 
ment and in horticulture can be staged. 
Also there can be educational exhibits in 
conservation and sections for participa- 
tion by juniors. Although I do not have 
any statistics on the subject of whether 
people are less interested in flower shows, 
I am inclined to believe that they are 
more interested in tours and specialty 
shows, such as shows featuring Christ- 
mas decorations and arrangements. 


A Favorite Sweet Corn 
Dear Editor: 

Last spring while looking over an old 
issue of FLOWER GROWER (Novem- 
ber 1956) I noted with special interest 
C. W. Wood’s article on Vegetables 
Out-of-the-Ordinary. In the paragraph on 
corn he said, “Of course I would put 


AUNT Mary’s at the head of any 
sweet corn list if I could find it again, 
but it seems to have disappeared from 
the scene.” 

Although we had many seed catalogs 
from various sections of the country, I 
too found no mention of AUNT 
Mary’s. Then along came a_ folder 
from Harry E. Rubble & Son of Hill- 
crest Gardens, Albert Lea, Minn. And 
there we saw advertised AUNT Mary’s 
evergreen white sweet corn—a great big 
packet for 35¢. We sent for some, and 
it exceeded our highest expectations. 
The crop was entirely free of anv worms 
or bugs although we used no insecticides. 
Truly AUNT Mary’s is a pearl among 
the white sweet corn, and we will grow it 
again this season. 

I just thought I should pass along the 
word to Editor Wood as to where this 
old favorite is obtainable. I might also 
say that this spring I have found AUNT 
Mary’s listed in the catalog of the 
Burgess Seed & Plant Company of Gales- 
burg, Mich. They list it under the head- 
ing “Unusual Sweet Corn.”’—Mrs. Alice 
Ione Elg, Scandia, Minn. 


For Our Canadian Friends 
Dear Editor: 

I believe that you have a large num- 
ber of Canadian subscribers. I am in- 
terested in getting in touch with some of 
these Canadian compatriots of mine for 
the purpose of exchanging know-how and 
possibly cuttings of small plants such as 
peperomia, epiphyllum, philodendron 
and other unusual decorative foliage 
plants. Also gesneriads—I have only a 
few African-violets. The rarer and more 
exotic the plant, the better I like it— 
Mrs. G. M. Johnson, Box 45, Hudson, 
P.Q., Canada. 


Rose Petal Beads 
Dear Editor: 

In the April issue of FLOWER GROWER 
you gave directions for making pot- 
pourri, and I wondered if you would 
have a recipe for making beads from rose 
petals. When I was a child my mother 
and her friends made these beads, but all 
I can remember is that they ground up 
the petals. 

Perhaps some of your readers would 
like to send me this recipe.—Bess G. 
Kendricks, 156 Straw Avenue, Bellevue, 
Pa. 


Plant Societies 
Dear Editor: 

May I recommend that FLOWER 
GROWER publish an article by the presi- 
dent or representative of a different plant 
society each month, giving the society’s 
favorite varieties7)—Tom Claridge, La 
Grange Park, IIl. 





Readers’ Questions 

Letters of general interest are 
printed here, but FLOWER GROWER 
cannot answer individually letters 
requesting advice on gardening. 
FLOWER GROWER will continue to 
answer letters requesting where-to- 
buy information. 











FLOWER GROWER 





See the most beautiful new roses in the world for the very first time 


A) Jackson & Perkins new fall 1958 


or-1 tl feole Meo} im. fol-1-\- ere od -) a -1 al al F-1 it 


ABSOLUTELY FREE 


(Pl. Pat. #1604) The crowning achieve- 
ment by one of the greatest of all 
hybridizers, Wilhelm Kordes! A truly 
beautiful and unusual Hybrid Tea... 
that produces huge blooms displaying 
a combination of white, pink, yellow! 


Yes, here’s the newest . . . the finest . . . the 
most beautiful catalog in Jackson & Perkins’ 
history — and it’s yours absolutely free! 
Within its 50 full-color pages you'll discover 
many new J&P varieties like Kordes Per- 
fecta, Ivory Fashion, Red Wings, Gold 
Coast, etc. You'll see all the established 
J&P favorites... New Yorker, Golden 
Masterpiece, Spartan, Fashion, etc. — 
beautiful Hybrid Teas, Floribundas, 
Miniature Roses, Climbers! 

There’s a wide selection of 
hardy J&P Perennials — plus 
planting hints and money-sav- 
ing offers. All plants backed 
by our exclusive “Bloom 
Insurance”... all plants 
guaranteed to live and 
bloom in your garden! 
Mail coupon now. 


No matter how ae 


many we fect 
print we —- Ji 
never have / 
enough 


2 J&P ROSE CENTERS TO SERVE YOU 


Newark, 


NEW YORK 
Pleasanton, 


Calif. 


IF YOU LIVE IN Ariz- 
ona, California, Color- 


(Pl. Pat. #1688) Here’s the very newest 
addition to J&P’s own family of All- 
America Award-Winning Floribundas! 
This gay new member produces hundreds 
of fragrant, pure white 4” blooms .. . in 
huge clusters all season long! 


Celebrating 
87 Years 
of Rose Growing 
Leadership 








MAIL COUPON TO NEAREST SHIPPING OFFICE 

JACKSON & PERKINS CO. OR JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
Newark, NEW YORK Pleasanton, Calif. 

Please send me.a FREE copy of your big new Fall 1958 


Rose Catalog — picturing and describing insured-to-grow 
J&P Modern Roses and Perennials. 





ado, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada. New Mexico, 
Oregon, Utah, Wash- 
ington or Wyoming — 
send your catalog re- 
quest to: 

JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 

Pleasanton, Calif. 


1F YOU LIVE ANY- 
WHERE ELSE IN THE 
UNITED STATES — send 
your catalog request to: 
JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
Newark, NEW YORK 








ZONE... .STATE 
This offer good in U.S.A. only 

















Ways Te fc) — 
uy Gardens 


See 

the 

fine 
selection 
of unusual 


HEART 


Bountiful 


Fuchsia-red flowers 
Plant Patent No. 1198 


new things in Wayside’s catalog 


You'll discover a whole new world of garden- 
ing pleasure in Wayside’s magnificent new Fall 
Catalog. It has everything to keep your garden 
young and beautiful. Over 1300 flowering 
shrubs, trees, rare bulbs, exotic lilies, prize- 

winning roses and hardy “Pedigreed” plants. 

Expect to find the rare and unusual garden sub- 
jects no other nursery can offer. 


Superb New DICENTRAS 


Four fabulous new “Bleeding Hearts” that we 
recommend without reservation. They are com- 
pletely hardy, thrive in any ordinary garden 
soil and, best of all, they bloom perpetually all 
summer and fall. Handsome feathery foliage. 
Hardy at 10 below zero. 

Bountiful. Pat. #1198. Rich fuchsia-red flow- 
ers with stunning blue-green foliage. 
Debutante. Pat. #1595. Dainty, blush-pink 
flowers, silvery green foliage. 

Paramount. Pat. #1594. Striking lacquer-red 
flowers with bottle green foliage. 

Silversmith. Pat. #1596. Lovely ivory-white 
to white flowers, deep blue-green foliage. 


New LILIUM, Pink Selections 


We consider these dazzling new Centifolium 
Lilies something very spectal, and have given 
them our closest attention for several years. 
While the plants are similar in habit and cul- 
ture to our splendid Olympic Hybrids, the 
flowers are a lovely pink. The soft, rosy color 
extends over the inner and outer surfaces of 
a petals, creating an indescribably beautiful 
effect. 


New FLORIBUNDA ROSE, Aligold 


It is the unanimous opinion of growers from 
every part of the world that Allgold is the most 
magnificent yellow Floribunda ever introduced. 
For depth of color, unfading qualities, freedom 
of flower and health of growth, it is absolutely 
without equal. Large, rich, deep golden-yellow 
flowers bloom lavishly. Its rich color never 
fades, no matter how hot the weather. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To obtain your copy, please enclose $1.00 to 
cover postage and handling costs of this heavy 
book. 156 pages, with hundreds of true-color 
illustrations, accurate descriptions and 
helpful cultural directions for each 
item. No other catalog in America can 
equal Wayside’s complete selection for 
Fall Planting. Over 1300 outstanding 
new shrubs, prize roses, rare bulbs, ex- 
otic lilies and “Pedigreed” hardy 
plants. See the world’s finest garden sub- 
jects... Send for your copy TODAY! 


THE FIRST GOLD REGALE LILY 


Royal 
Gold 


The most , N 
exciting ew 


\ GOLDEN 
SAY). REGALE 
\ 


LILY 


discovery 
in lilies 
in a decade 


New REGALE LILY, Royal Gold 


First yellow Regale Lily ever offered. Truly a 
horticultural triumph. Large, exquisite flower 
heads of s os gold glisten with a lustrous 
sheen seldom seen in lilies. Very hardy and 
easy-to-grow, this spectacular new golden lily 
possesses all the majestic beauty and sterling 
qualities of the beloved Regal Lily. 


New FLORIBUNDA ROSE, Aligold 
Plant Pat. 1665 











The Kitchen 


Gardener 
ANNANELL C. JUBB 


There is a reason why the 
enthusiasm of good gar- 
deners seems to wax 
rather than wane during 
July—a weed pulled now 
is worth a whole heap of them later. 
Or more specifically, if you can keep 
ahead of the weeds until the dog days, 
you can hang up the hoe for the rest of 
the gardening season and still have a 
fair-to-middlin’ garden. 

When do you have your first ear of 
sweet corn? Those of you who live 
and garden south of Michigan prob- 
ably have it early in July, but so do 
' And that must be something of a 
record. The winter before last a farm 
magazine more or less dared farmers 
to plant their field corn ten days ahead 
of the recommended planting date for 
their area, stating that the farmer 
would have a fifty-fifty chance of beat- 
ing a frost. That, I thought, can be 
applied to sweet corn as well; I 
did it, and we ate the proof of the pud- 
ding for supper July 13. 

Everyone knows, but doesn’t prac- 
tice, the rule for cooking sweet corn 
on the cob. Please, on bended knees 
and with eyes full of tears, I beg you, 
put the kettle on to boil before you 
pick the corn. Probably no other vege- 
table we grow loses flavor and quality 
so rapidly as sweet corn; the shorter 
the time lapse between plucking and 
eating, the better the flavor. After all, 
one of the rewards of growing vege- 
tables is the extra quality, far superior 
to that of store-bought vegetables. 

When you reach the sat- 
uration point for corn 
on the cob (you probably 
won't for a week or so 
after the first picking), 
you may want to vary the menu a bit 
and still use sweet corn. Here’s one 
way, and a good one: serve squaw 
corn. Cut uncooked corn from the 
cob. Melt a lump of butter in a pan 
you can cover tightly. Add the corn, 
salt and pepper and cook over low heat 
for twenty minutes. Stir once or twice 
during cooking; at other times keep 
the lid on tight. Variations include 
bacon and/or bacon fat as a substitute 
for the butter, the addition of onion 
and/or green pepper or mushrooms. 
Experimentation invited. 

Before you forget: Make a blueberry 

pie. Pick brown-eyed Susans.® 


we. 
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What we do want in Daylilies. Pay a few cents 
more and get plants you'll enjoy living with 
forever. 


After growing Daylilies for 30 years, 
seeing them bloom consistently and 
living with them, I'd hate to know that 
I'd have to live in a garden without all 
the varieties listed on this page. No 
matter how many you already have, 
you will surely love these. The time has 
now come when we all can grow bet- 
ter daylilies and at prices we can all 
afford. I've grown these in sufficient 
quantity to price them so everyone can 
have them. Shown at the bottom of 
this page is an older variety of Daylily 
still being grown by many people to- 
day. Compare this with the photograph 
of Russell Daylilies at the top of this 
page—perhaps this illustrates why 
Russell Daylilies lead the polls. 

H. M. Russell 


What we don’t want in Daylilies. 


1958 


Summer 


Transplanting Sale 


of DAYLILIES 


America’s Largest Grower 


offers America’s Finest 


Now is the time to plant—and plant for keeps. 

No garden subject on earth will give you the satis- 
faction of these better Daylilies selected from a 
field of over 800 varieties. 


(Every one of these plants is normally priced from $2.00 to $5.00) 
Now, all plants below, $1,0@ cach (minimum order $5.00) Any 6 for $5,50 


Order all - for $15.00 and get FREE your choice of Royal Painted Lady 
r Millie Russell, valued at $7.50 each. (see bottom) 


COLLECTOR’S ITEM. E. Extremely wide, rich tomato red. Ht. 3’. May & June. 
CRIMSON PIRATE. D. Outstanding 5” blossom of crimson red. Ht. 3’. May. 
DAISY FERRICK. E. Gigantic lemon, profuse bloomer. Ht. 3’. May & June. 
DROPS tia D. Excellent, wide petaled canary yellow. Ht. 2’. May, June 


ae D. Distinctive yellow with deep red eye zone. Ht. 3’. June 


HERBERT MORGAN. E. Pumpkin yellow blossoms with triangle shape. Ht. 3’. June. 

JEWEL RUSSELL. E. Huge pale lemon, twisted petals. Ht. 3’. June & July. 

JUNGLE PRINCESS. E. Wide petaled purple giant. Ht. 3’. June & July. 

KATHLEEN RUSSELL. E. Full flat bloom of richest gold. Ht. 22’. April, May, 
again in July. 

KISS OF FIRE. E. Tiny dwarf of brilliant red. Ht. 15”. April & May. 

LAURA RUSSELL. E. Extremely wide petaled gold. Ht. 2’. May & yee. 

MRS. J. 9 ee Semi-E. Light burgundy wine, green throat. Ht. ". April 


MY FANCY. D. Deep velvety gold. Very large blossoms. Ht. 2’. May & June. 

NANETTE RUSSELL. E. Profuse blooming 7” pale yellow. Ht. 242’. April & May. 

RED FURY. D. Three inch flower in velvety black red. Ht. 3’. June. 

SAM gg D. Carmine red petals, buff sepals overcast carmine. Ht. 2°. May 
june, 

SEA — D. Palest gold 6” bloom. Wide petaled and rounded. Ht. 3’. May 
une. 

SURF RIDER. E. Rosy brown 6” fiower. Green throat. Ht. 3’. June & July. 

TEXAS SUNSET. E. Old rose with purple eye zone and veins. Ht. 3’. May & June. 


YOUNG LOVE. D. Magnificent wide petaied gold with a purpie eye zone. Ht. 3’. 
May & June. 








FREE-od all 20 above for $15.00 and get free, your choice of one of: the 
following, valued at $7.50 each: 


ROYAL PAINTED ag te on. B 7” wide, velvety copper, improved “Painted 
Lady”—truly “America’s Sweetheart 
MILLIE RUSSELL—the finest, widest of wide petaled luscious Gold in all America. 











PINK COLLECTION — ALL 5 FOR $10.00 — CATALOG VALUE $17.25 


Everyone wants pinks but few want to pay $10.00 to $25.00 each for them. We've grown sufficient 
stock of these Super varieties to offer at this unheard of price, pinks that are really PINK 
CHARLOTTE RUSSELL. E. Deepest coral pink, wide veins. Ht. 242’. April, May, again in July 
EVELYN CLAAR. D. Profuse blooming salmon pink. Ht. 3’. May and June. 

JOE HOUSE. E. Wide petaled lavender pink, wine veins. Ht. 342’. May and June 

PINK ALLURE. D. Shell pink, green throat. Ht. 242’. May and June 

PINK RHAPSODY. D. Delicate shell pink, ruffied. Ht, 20”. June and July. 


These varieties will cause America to sit up and take notice. 


Russell Gardens 


SPRING 1, TEXAS 


23 miles north of Houston 





plagued? 


Insects scoot from 
“6-12” Insect Repellent 


Strong defense against mosquitoes, chig- 
gers, gnats, sand flies, black flies. Easy to 
carry and use. Lasting, pleasant, won’t 
irritate delicate skin. Get some today! 


@ stick, 59¢ @ bottle, 59¢ 
®@ spray, $1.39 
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PROFESSIONAL 


LANDSCAPING 
Easily & Quickly 


FOR PLEASURE Please your family with a pro- 
fessionally landscaped yard. Assist your friends 
and community in landscape projects; become a 
garden authority in your neighborhood. Many 
money-making opportunities as a consultant. 


FOR PROFIT—Prepare for tremendous money- 
making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Landscape Field. You may quickly learn— 
at home—how to become a Landscape authority, 
Landscape Contractor, Landscape Nurseryman, 
Garden Consultant, Lecturer or Designer. 
Start your own profitable business or get good 
paying position. Excellent parftime money-making 
opportunities. Successful graduates coast to coast. 
tudy and Earn Your Diploma at Home! 


Write today for FREE BOOK. 


NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
11826 San Vicente Bivd., Dept. F-78 
Los Angeles 49, California 

Please send me free copy of your book, ‘How to 
Learn Modern Landscaping for Profit or Pleasure,” 
and How | can Earn my Diploma at Home. 


Name. 








Zone___ State. 











GARDENER INDOORS 


Make a planter 


from a coconut 


by FRANCES MUELLER 


interesting handicraft which not 

only satisfies the creative urge but 
furnishes a finished product to delight 
the heart of the indoor gardener. The 
completed baskets, with their surfaces 
gleaming like the most highly polished 
woods, make unique and unusual hang- 
ing planters. 

Tools required to transform the 
coconut into a basket are a coping or 
hack saw, a wood file, and six grades 
of sandpaper. Boiled linseed oil and 
elbow grease combine to bring out the 
lustre of the polished finish. Paste wax 
completes the job and protects the sur- 
face. 

The first step in the transformation 
is to remove the rough, hairy-like 
surface while the coconut is still whole. 
This is easily and quickly done with the 
wood file. 

Next, the basket outline is penciled 
onto the shell. Make sure that the 
“eyes” and “nose” of the coconut come 
within the portion of the shell to be 
cut away. To prevent the shell from 
cracking during the sawing process, al- 
ways pull the saw toward you. Do not 
use a back-and-forth movement. A 
second important caution in the sawing 
is to score lightly over all of the pencil 
lines that make the basket shape. Do 
not attempt to saw completely through 


F ASHIONING COCONUT BASKETS is an 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY THE AUTHOR 


Jeg 
The high polish and light sales on the 


coconut basket contrast especially well 
with the satiny texture of the ivy foliage. 


the shell at any one spot. After scoring, 
continue to go over the entire markings, 
keeping the saw cut at approximately 
the same depth until it finally goes 
through the entire shell. 

When the sawing has been completed, 
remove the meat from inside the shell. 
Use a blunt table knife so that you will 


not injure the inside surface. The pieces 
of white, fragrant coconut meat seem to 
come out easily after they have been 
scored in a triangular pattern. Use a 
teaspoon to remove any scraps of meat 
that cling persistently. 

After the meat is taken out, use a 
a stiff wire brush to remove any remain- 
ing fibre on the outside of the shell. 
Smooth the sawed edges with the flat 
side of a wood file, using a diagonal 
stroke. 

File outside surfaces first with a rough 
file; then with a second-cut .file and last 
with a smooth file. This will remove all 
evidence of the fibre-like cover and will 
bring out the wood-like texture and 
grain of the shell. 

Sanding is next. Use the wet and 
dry type of sandpaper in six grades. 
Start with 200 or 220 and continue with 
260 and then 360. Numbers 400, 500 
and 600 should be used for the finishing. 
It is during the filing and sandpapering 
processes that you will need the elbow 
grease previously mentioned. But, as 


When filled with ivy and suspended at 
different levels, coconut baskets make an 
interesting and an unusual arrangement. 


the shell grows more beautiful in grain 
and more satiny to the touch, you will 
reap the reward of the time and effort 
spent. 

Once the sanding is completed the 
oiling process is begun. Apply boiled 
linseed oil at least five times. Pour two 
tablespoonfuls in a small container and 
dip the finger tips in the oil and rub it 
into the shell until completely covered. 
Let it stand for fifteen minutes, then 
wipe off with a clean cotton cloth. Allow 
the basket to stand for about two weeks 
between each of the five oilings. Two 
weeks after the last oiling. apply paste 
wax or Simoniz. Three applications of 
wax, with several days between coats, 
will produce a beautiful, well-protected 
finish. 

Sanding inside the basket is not 
necessary, but it is advisable to protect 
the inside of the basket with the oil 
application. 

Making coconut baskets is a craft 
suitable for those who have the patience 
to bear with a project for a period of 
weeks; it is not for the do-it-yourselfer 
who demands a finished product from 
an evening’s work.® 
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GbARHEN CLUBS.... 
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Garden Chub Library 


or as an 


eS at a 
_ Se A ee eo 


The complete story on American gardening 

compiled by the editors of Flower Grower, 

the Home Garden Magazine. Written by well-known 
garden authorities and illustrated with photo- 

graphs and paintings by famous garden photographers 
and artists, this is not just another gardening 

book, but the best in garden illustration and 
information from the past and present. 
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Your club may have this FREE if you send in 10 new subscriptions 
or renewals at the usual garden club rate of $3.00 to each member 
(regular rate is $3.50). On each subscription the club keeps 50¢ 


and sends us only $2.50. State 


eee ee ae ee ew ee 


For your club’s gift copy of 
A TREASURY OF AMERICAN GARDENING 
Fill in all the blanks on this page and send with your check 


or money order for $25 to Flower Grower, Dept. F7-58 Albany 
1, New York. 
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Enclosed are ten subscriptions 
Please send A Treasury of American Gardening to: 


renewal Flower Grower subscription 
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HE WAS too weak to speak... 
this child of eight. But the 
words were plain to see in her eyes: 
**Can’t you make me well 
again, Doctor?” 

It’s terribly hard ... even fora 
doctor who sees tragedy enough 
... to watch a child fade from the 
sunlight of life—a victim of cancer. 

We had succeeded in prolong- 
ing her life by many months— 
thanks to recent advances in the 
treatment of leukemia. 

But that’s not enough! Cancer 
is a disease that ranks today as the 
Number 1 disease-killer of chil- 
dren. We can... we must... find 
ways to battle it, and win over it. 

Research, supported by the 
American Cancer Society, is striv- 
ing towards that goal. 


Let’s give... boldly, generous- 
ly to the American Cancer Society 
Crusade . . . and help eliminate 
this mortal enemy which will take 
the lives of more than 250,000 
Americans this year alone. 

Send your gift to CANCER in 
care of your local post office. 


AMERICAN 
CANCER 
SOCIETY 





Northern 
Pointers 


by MONTAGUE FREE 
(Hyde Park, New York) 


Keep a garden notebook; plants that 
resist drought; those cussed borers; 
leaf miners; pruning wisteria; care of 
house plants outdoors. 


6 ies VEGETABLE GARDEN is a great 
asset in making summer salads de- 
licious and with tomatoes now ripen- 
ing we will have even more variety. 

e Keep a garden notebook—Every 
gardener should keep a garden note- 
book. You may think you will auto- 
matically remember to do the miscel- 
laneous jobs on time, but you are an 
exceptional gardener if you do remem- 
ber, especially if you are approaching 
senescence as I am! Make notes of 
blooming times, both the start and 
finish; plants that do not look well to- 
gether and should be moved; empty 
spots in the spring bulb display; plants 
you want to remember to order and 
any number of other things that will 
be found helpful. A record of all 
plants purchased and the sources can 
be a great help if labels are lost. 

e Plants that resist drought—lIf 
your plants have to get along without 
artificial watering it is desirable to 
know which ones can endure dry condi- 
tions at their roots. Following is a 
list of perennials which thrive in my 
dry, sandy soil at The Buttonwoods: 

Nepeta mussini, Veronica incana, 
kniphofia (poker-plant), gypsophila 
BRISTOL Fairy, platycodon, rudbeckia 
THE KING (but not rudbeckia GoLp- 
STURM), Aster  frikarti, artemisia 
St_verR Mounp, Plumbago larpentiae 
which the botanists tell us should be 
called Ceratostigma plumbaginoides 
(this one is in need of an appropriate 
English name), Coreopsis tinctoria, 
Iberis sempervirens and Anchusa 
caespitosa. 

Among the plants that are unhappy 
in dry soil are Anemone japonica, 
Lobelia siphilitica and L. cardinalis, 
Eupatorium coelestinum (hardy-agera- 
tum), pyrethrum, phlox, helenium, 
delphinium and Chrysanthemum max- 
imum (shasta daisy). 

e Those cussed borers—This is as 
good a time as any to get after the 
iris borers. You can kill two birds 
with one stone when doing this. Since 
iris needs to be dug up and separated 
every three years or so this is a good 


chance to get rid of any borers by cut- 
ting them out of affected rhizomes. 
If borer-ridden rhizomes are not at- 
tended to they are very likely to be- 
come infected with soft rot, a bacterial 
disease. In severe infestations the best 
plan is to dig up and destroy the 
plants by burning and refrain from 
planting iris in the same location again 
unless soil can be sterilized. 

Keep a sharp lookout for borers in 


‘ lilac. When borers are active (as 


shown by “sawdust,” or excrement) 
try probing the holes with a thin flexi- 
ble wire in an attempt to kill the borer. 
There are convenient pastes on the 
market which can be injected into the 
hole to kill the borers. You can also 
use carbon bisulphide, if available. 

Squash borers can be fought either 
by dusting the plants with rotenone or 
by planting a “trap crop” of an early- 
maturing summer squash such as 
YANKEE Hysrip. Seed of the early 
variety should be sown about three 
weeks ahead of the winter variety. 
The borers will attack the early plants, 
which can be destroyed by burning. 
The late varieties are then generally 
free from borer attack. One variety 
of winter squash, BUTTERNUT (this 
one looks like a schmoo), is resistant 
to borers. 

e Leaf miners—If you failed to 
spray the first brood of the birch 
leaf miner the second brood can be 
controlled by spraying as soon as the 
new mines are evident. Use an insec- 
ticide containing malathion or lindane. 
Columbine, holly and boxwood should 
also be sprayed as soon as damage 
from miners is noticed. 

e Pruning wisteria—Wisteria, es- 
pecially if it fails to bloom, should 
be pruned by cutting back the shoots 
of the current season to about 6 
inches. If you have done this in pre- 
vious years and still get no blooms you 
should try root pruning. Of course the 
vine should be where it gets almost 
full sun. 

e Care of house plants outdoors— 
House plants vacationing outdoors 
during the summer will need attention 
from time to time. Water whenever 
necessary and control all insect pests. 
The roots of plants whose pots are 
“plunged” in soil should be discour- 
aged from entering surrounding soil 
by twisting the pots every two or three 
weeks. If roots are allowed to grow 
into surrounding soil, plants will suffer 
considerable shock when pots must be 
broken away from these roots in fall. 
It is not too soon to make cuttings of 
pelargonium, impatiens and iresine. If 
this is done the large plants may be 
discarded and the young vigorous 
plants be kept for growing indoors 
during the winter. Cuttings can be 
easily rooted in sterile sand, vermicu- 
lite or mixture of sand and peat moss.® 
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Southern 
Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 
(Meridian, Mississippi) 


Day-lilies and iris from seed; refurbish- 
ing the lawn; pinching chrysanthe- 
mums; zephyranthes; planting lycoris. 


N JULY annuals provide much of the 
I color in most gardens. To insure 
a continuance of this display late into 
the fall, make another sowing of an- 
nuals now. These plants will be useful 
for filling vacant spots and for replac- 
ing plants that look shabby. 

© Day-lilies and iris from seed— 
Day-lilies and bearded iris which have 
been hybridized are ripening seed now. 
When the pods turn yellow and begin 
to break open at the seams the seeds 
are ripe for harvest. Gather the seeds 
at this stage and plant immediately, as 
they lose viability at high temperatures. 
Many gardeners in the South make 
the mistake of not planting these seeds 
deeply enough. If the soil is loamy, a 
depth of % inch is not too much and 
some growers claim a 1-inch covering 
is better. Equal parts of sand, soil and 
peat moss make a good mixture for 
growing the seed. 

¢ Refurbishing the lawn—lIf your 
lawn is sparse, an application of a thin 
layer of topsoil and fertilizer followed 
by ample water should help to en- 
courage existing grass to fill thin spots. 
If grass has disappeared completely in 
some spots, spade the area and work in 
generous quantities of fertilizer before 
sprigging or sodding. Keep the newly 
planted area well watered during dry 
We wu °F 

The.e are three main causes for yel- 
low areas in a lawn; lack of nitrogen, 
fungous diseases and insects. Unless 
lawn has been fed recently nitrogen 
may be in short supply and fertilizer 
will restore the color. Where soil in- 
sects feed on the grass roots, the sod 
is easily pulled out of the soil. Either 
chlordane or dieldrin should check 
these insects. Fungus, attacking grass 
blades, can be troublesome in shady 
or poorly drained areas. Spray area 
with a recommended turf fungicide. 
In rare cases yellowing is caused by 
a deficiency in available iron in the 
soil. This can be quickly remedied by 
using iron chelates. 

e Pinching chrysanthemums 
—Don’t forget to keep chrysanthe- 
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mums pinched back during the sum- 
mer. Every time the new growth 
reaches a height of 3 or 4 inches, pinch 
it back. Continue this process until 
the middle of August or a little later 
for the very late-flowering varieties. 
Most of the cushion type of chrysan- 
themums grow into compact plants 
without pinching but most tall varieties 
will grow spindly if not pinched sev- 
eral times. Well-timed pinching pro- 
duces heavy, stocky plants that require 
a minimum of staking and produce 
more flowers. 

© Zephyranthes—You may have 
observed that pink rain-lilies (Zephyr- 
anthes rosea) always burst into bloom 
when a few weeks of dry weather are 
followed by a heavy rain. It is also 
possible to get a heavy burst of bloom 
by soaking the bed after a short dry 
period. 

e Planting lycoris—If you wish to 
plant lycoris bulbs this season buy 
them immediately while they are still 
dormant. These bulbs, all species of 
them, should be planted very shal- 
lowly. Deep planting seems to en- 
courage multiplication but results in 
few flowers. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. I find ants going up and down 
the stems of my _ chrysanthemums. 
Will they injure the plants? 

A. Some species of ants carry soil 
up into the plants and build nests. 
These may cause some damage but 
most of the ants you see on plants are 
seeking secretions left by aphids. Since 
the aphids are harmful they should be 
controlled with a good insecticide such 
as lindane or malathion. Spraying the 
soil about the plants with chlordane 
will deter the ants. 

Q. The leaves of my boxwood have 
turned a rusty color. What is the cause 
and remedy? 

A. This condition sounds typical of 
the damage caused by mites, which are 
difficult to see with the naked eye. 
Make repeated sprayings with a miti- 
cide. 

QO. My geraniums have grown tall 
and unsightly. Can they be cut back? 

A. Cut plants back to within a few 
inches of the soil. Root the upper few 
inches of the stems you remove as 
these will provide young stock which 
is often superior to old woody plants. 
The pruned plants will send out new 
growth, which should be cut back 
occasionally to keep plants compact. 

Q. Is midsummer too late to prune 
my azaleas? 

A. Yes, unless you are willing to 
sacrifice a crop of blooms. Azaleas 
should be pruned in spring or very 
early summer after flowers fade. This 
gives ample time for flower buds to be 
produced for the next season.® 


GIBBERELLINS 


| Amazing Plant Growth Stimulant 


MAKES PLANTS GROW 





TO GIANT SIZE 


-+.makes seeds germinate faster— 
-+. breaks dormancy— 
-++ flowers are bigger— 

+ peps-up transplants! 


Truly Phenomenal Results! 


The use of WONDER-BREL can cause dramatic re- 
sults, such as beautiful, long-stemmed roses with 


| more buds, on many varieties. Many plants grow 


| faster, mature earlier. 


Size and bulk are grestty 
increased. Blooms are heavier, yields are higher. 


| Grasses grow faster, more luxuriantly than with 


fertilizer alone. Flowering time is advanced. Seeds 
are produced earlier. Dormancy is broken. Trans- 
plants are not set back. Fruit-set is improved. 

*T. M. Merck & Co., Inc. 


In ready-to-use Aerosols 
(Two Sizes) 
also in Economical Liquid 
Concentrates 
Aerosols 
6 oz. Houseplant size 
15 oz. Giant size 
Liquid Concentrates 
4 oz. Makes Y2 gallon ...$ > 
8 oz. Makes | gallon 75 
Professional dere 
8 oz. Makes 2 gallons 3. 
32 oz. Makes 8 gallons 


——$ 1.25 





Get red-ripe, luscious 


TOMATOES 


‘1 to 3 WEEKS EARLIER! 


| than your neighbor — the biggest, 


| Many are absolutely seedless! 


| neighborhood . 





Spray Your Tomato Flowers With 


NO-SEED HORMONE 
LOSSOUN 
STOPS BLOSSOM-DROP! 
MAKES BLOSSOMS SET FRUIT! 


You can pick ripe tomatoes up to 3 weeks earlier 
meatiest, most 
delicious, red-ripe tomatoes you've ever tasted. 
And so solid that 
sliced tomatoes look like beefsteak . with a 
flavor that is superior to anything you've ever 
tasted! Just spray your tomatoes with Blossom-Set 
hormone. You'll have the earliest tomatoes in your 
and more on every plant. 


Easy To Dol Just be sure to 
spray your tomato flowers 
with genuine “‘Blossom-Set’’. 


That is alll 


BLOSSOM-SET 
AEROSOL 


Easier! Faster! 
This 12-ounce push-but- 
ton ready- to-use Bomb 79 
is season's supply for 
100 plants 
Regular Biossom-Se 
(in bottles) 
4 ox. till 1 gallon spray) 
1 pt. (mokes 4 gallons spray) . 
8 oz. Agric. Conc. (makes 50 gallons spray)... 
12 oz. Blossom-Set Bomb...... 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS COMPANY, Inc. 
1230 E. 63rd $t., Dept. F-78, Chicago 37, Ill. 
(Write for FREE Literature) 














Take this ad in to your dealer. tf these products are 
mot available at your dealer, order direct from us. 
Re — Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 

stamps, no C.0.D.'s please.) 





Anyone can do 
Home Cement Jobs 


with SAKRETE! 


fun 
of outdoor living easily, economically, with 
SAKRETE. Packaged in moisture-proof, dust-tite 
bags, SAKRETE and plain water is all you need 
to make high strength, consistently uniform con- 
crete Or mortar. To repair walks or walls; set 
clothes line or fence posts; r 
build a charcoal grill, patio, | FREE?! 
curbing or any cement proj- from your lumber, building ma- ; 

terial or hardware dealer — 

ect — use Sakrete for per- | 32-page Sakrete booklet with | 
manent repairs, professional | simple step-by-step illustrated 
results. Sakrete keeps indef- , instructions for building, patch- i 
initely — stop and start as | ing or repairing with Sakrete. 5 
often as you like to complete ! 
your project in spare time. L___ 


‘ INSIST ON GENUINE 
SAKRETE 
CEMENT MIXES } 
.+.in the bag with the yellow diamond ©1958 








Save your 
FLOWER GROWERS 
in a 
HANDSOME BINDER 





/ 
_ a Grower 


SERVICE DEPT. 
ALBANY 1, N. Y. 


Rush me postpaid ( ) binders at $2.50 
each. I enclose $ 
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Midwest 


Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 
(Hinsdale, Illinois) 


Lawn weeds; lawn diseases; mulching; 
red spider mites on evergreens; late 
vegetables; pruning climbing roses; 
miscellaneous July tips. 


NYONE CAN PLANT A GARDEN in 

April or May but the real test of 

a gardener’s skill is how it stands up in 
July. 

e Lawn weeds—The No. | lawn 
enemy, crab-grass, started to grow 
many weeks ago and the plants are 
very conspicuous now. Even where a 
pre-emergence seed treatment was used 
there may still be a few scattered 
plants. Select one of the weed killers 
recommended for crab-grass control 
and make repeated applications until 
plants are killed. 

Clover is often considered a lawn 
weed but it can be quickly killed with 
special clover formulations based on 
2,4,5-T. 

e Lawn diseases—Leat spot, caused 
by a fungus, may turn Kentucky blue- 
grass brown in early July. Use a turf 
fungicide to kill the fungous spores, 
then fertilize. 

e Mulching—Garden mulches ap- 
plied now (earlier is even better) will 
save weeding and help to conserve soil 
moisture. Always water thoroughly 
before applying a mulch. If sawdust 
is used, add a handful of ammonium 
sulfate or three handfuls of a com- 
plete fertilizer to each bushel of saw- 
dust. 

e Red spider mites on evergreens— 
Evergreens that begin to turn yellow in 
summer are probably harboring red 
spider mites. These are hard to see, 
but if an infested branch is shaken 
over a piece of white paper, insects 
will fall to the paper and appear as tiny 
red dots. Use malathion or other 
recommended chemicals to control 
these. Mites hate water so a degree 
of control can often be had by spray- 
ing evergreens with a stiff stream of 
water at frequent intervals. 

e Late vegetables—Plant Chinese, 
or celery cabbage about July 1. If 
planted in spring it goes to seed too 
rapidly, but planted in July it will form 
tight heads. For winter storage, plant 
beets, rutabagas, carrots and winter 
radishes. Lettuce, endive and snap 
beans should be sown immediately. 


Make a second seeding of summer 
squash to replace a few of the earlier 
vines that may have been killed by 
borers. 

e Pruning climbing roses—Immedi- 
ately following spring bloom, prune 
climbing roses. On the small-flowered 
ramblers, cut out any canes that bore 
flowers this spring as these canes will 
not bear again. On _ large-flowered 
climbers, cut out only old, hard canes 
that look as though they will not pro- 
duce again. Leave at least two good 
young canes to each plant. 

Keep up a regular spray schedule 
even after flowering so that plants will 
remain healthy. 

e Miscellaneous July tips—Make 
the last pinch of chrysanthemums by 
the first week in July. Flower buds will 
be larger if you feed plants now. 

Cut off the flowering stalks of del- 
phiniums after flowers fade. However, 
do not remove leaves at base of the 
plant until new leaves appear. 

Take cuttings of coleus, geranium, 
wax begonia, impatiens and other 
house plants that you wish to bring in- 
doors for the winter. 

Oriental poppies are best trans- 
planted as soon as the foliage dies 
down. Order new plants at once. The 
same is true of Madonna lily, bearded 
iris, mertensia and lycoris. 

Cut dead flowers off lilacs but be 
sure that only the portion of the stem 
that holds the flowers is removed. If 
the two buds at its base are removed, 
next year’s flower buds are lost. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. How can I determine the best 
time to make cuttings of deciduous 
shrubs? 

A. The art of making half-hard 
wood cuttings from new wood is 
learned by long experience. When new 
growth bends without snapping, it is 
too young to use for cuttings. If it 
breaks with difficulty, it is too old. 
The right stage is when wood snaps 
clean without too much effort. Prac- 
tice snapping twigs from mid-June on 
and you'll learn the right stage. 

QO. Little brownish black bugs about 
the size of half a_ pinhead collect 
around the windows and doors of my 
house in spring and are very annoyin: 
Where do they come from and do they 
do any harm? 

A. These are clover mites. They 
winter over as brick-red eggs in crev- 
ices around the house and hatch in 
spring. A good miticide—malathion 
for example—sprayed wherever they 
appear will kill them. Next fall, spray 
around window and door frames and 
under the overhanging parts of the 
roof. When clover mites attack plants 
they suck out sap, foliage turns yel- 
low.® 
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West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 
(California) 


Tomorrow’s bloom begins today; rose 
improvements; bugle-weed; save the 
oaks; seed facts; winter stocks. 


N JULY THE SUN IS HOT and the gar- 
dener lazy. But there are many 
things to do in the garden during July. 
So rouse yourself. Here are a few sug- 
gestions: 

e Tomorrow’s bloom begins today 
—The good gardener is never quite 
content with only today’s displays. 
There is always tomorrow—and that’s 
why this is the time to think about the 
fall and even ahead to the spring and 
summer of °59. Next year’s color from 
biennials and perennials results from 
seeds started now. The general ten- 
dency is to take it easy during July. 
But remember, tomorrow’s bloom be- 
gins today. 

Fall can mean bright beds and bor- 
ders of chrysanthemums, snapdragons, 
African .daisies, asters and a host of 
other flowers. But you must get busy 
and set them out now. Nature takes 
its own time in bringing plants to ma- 
turity; it cannot be rushed. 

As far as bare spots are concerned, 
use bedding plants to save yourself 
trouble and get flowers more quickly. 
Dealers now handle plants in individ- 
ual containers—either compressed peat 
or aluminum pots, or plant bands— 
which make transplanting easy. Bed- 
ding plants set out now will start 
blooming in sixty days or less and 
continue for many additional weeks. 

e Rose improvements—Roses are 
gross feeders. If you haven't given 
your plants a booster shot of fertilizer 
to insure good blooms later this sum- 
mer and fall, now’s the time to do so. 
Though the primary needs of roses are 
nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium, 
there are many areas in the Southwest 
where soils are deficient in minor ele- 
ments. Choose a fertilizer that supplies 
these missing links. You will get more 
from your plants if you water thor- 
oughly twenty-four hours before you 
apply the fertilizer. If you use a liquid 
fertilizer, follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions carefully. A good hose- 
end spray gun makes it possible to 
apply liquid fertilizers fast and effi- 
ciently. Older, full-grown bushes can 
be fed about every month, right 
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CRAB GRASS KILLER SODAR 


Yes, the time is now—before this ugly, sprawling weed really 
takes hold in your lawn. The way is with Weedone Crab Grass 
Killer Sodar—by far the most effective formulation yet devel- 
oped for killing crab grass. Yet Weedone 
Crab Grass Killer Sodar kills this 
weed pest without injury to most lawn 
grasses, including fine bents. 

You can have it in three forms—in 
liquid form and in powder form for 


mixing with water, both for use in (liquid) 


1-pt. can 


sprayers. And in dry form for spreader 7S een sed 


(powder) 
4-0z. can 


application. Take your choice, but do Also larger sizes $1.25 


Easy-to-follow directions on containers 


° - 1 
it now and save your lawn! (Dry form slightly higher west of Rockies) 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT COMPANY 


St. Joseph, Mo. * AMBLER, PA. * Niles, Calif. 
Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers 








FIDCR© 


The Original Liquid Plant Food 


Your Plants and 
Lawns Need Food 


ALL SUMMER LONG! 


1-Lb. Feeds 
1000 Sq. Ft. 


Your flowers and 
vegetables...ever- 
greens, trees, and 
lawns...everything 
you grow needs 
more food now 

than in Spring! 





Don’t starve them when it’s hot and 
dry. Feed them RA-PID-GRO...which 
gives quick results. Just sprinkle or 
spray it on. You’ll make them look 
healthy, happy, more vigorous, with 
bigger and better flowers and verdant 
green leaves that remind you of Spring. 
Get RA-PID-GRO from Your Dealer Now! 


















Fall Catalog 


New ideas for 
your garden 
STERN’S NURSERIES 


Dept. G Geneva, N. Y. 


EE® Stern's 1958 





ORIENTAL POPPIES & 
TREE PEONIES 


Send For Catalogue 


CURTIS GARDEN 


8810 Colerain Cincinnati 39, Ohio 














¢ GRAVELY 









Powerful 5-HP Gravely, America’s most 
versatile small tractor, does every lawn, gar- 
den and field job faster, easier, better! 

Choice of 30 performance-proved tools. 
All-Gear Drive, Power Reverse, Push - 
Button Starter optional. 

New 24-page ‘'Power vs Drudgery’’ 
Booklet shows how Gravely power and 


erformance can solve YOUR problems. 
Write for it today! 


GRAVELY TRACTORS. INC. 
BOx 716 _ DUNBAR, W. VA. 
FIELD-TESTED SINCE 1922 








through the first week of October. 
Bare-root plants set out this year 
should be fed lighter doses from now 
until the first of September. Besides 
regular feedings, roses need consistent 
deep waterings and regular spravings 
to keep pests and diseases out. 

@ Bugle-weed—Though there is no 
perfect ground cover, the nearest thing 
to it is a nice little plant with the ugly 
common name of bugle-weed. Bo- 
tanically, it is known as Ajuga reptans. 
The deep-green glossy leaves and com- 
pact growth make this plant popular 
in coastal areas all over California. It 
does fine in deep shade as well as in 
filtered shade. In full shade and in soil 
that is too rich, rank growth may re- 
sult. In such cases, don’t hesitate to 
take the lawn mower to it. Two or 
three trimmings a year will keep it 
down to ankle height. The variegated 
form of ajuga usually hugs the ground 
more closely. It is also slower growing. 

e Save the oaks—One of the easiest 
ways to kill a beautiful oak is to keep 
the trunk too wet during the warm 
summer months. Wet soil touching 
the tree trunk during warm weather 
invites soil fungous diseases to attack 
the bark and kill the tree. When irri- 
gating, apply water by starting at least 
4 to 5 feet out from the main trunk 
and continuing outward at least 4 feet 
beyond the farthest spread of the 
branches. Oaks normally can use a 
thorough soaking of the roots two or 
three times during the summer months 
on clay soils and half a dozen times on 
sandy or decomposed-granite soils. 
Water touching the trunks in the win- 
tertime causes littlke damage because 
the soil fungous diseases are not active 
when the temperatures are low. The 
real danger period is during the sum- 
mertime. These same rules apply to 
v alnut trees, which are so popular for 
furnishing shade in small gardens. 

e Seed facts—While it’s generally 
known that seeds vary greatly in size, 
it isn’t the individual size that dictates 
the eventual height of the plant or the 
flower dimensions. It takes approxi- 
mately 14,560,000 seeds of CRYSTAL 
PALACE lobelia to make up a pound. 
That’s because the seed is so fine. But 
the big-seeded nasturtiums count out 
to an average of only 3100 seeds per 
pound. The new PRIDE OF DIELDRIN 
zinnias count out to 66,700 seeds per 
pound on the average. 

e Winter stocks—It’s time to start 
the holiday crop of winter stocks. 
Only when they are started early can 
vigorous plants be developed that will 
guarantee armloads of fragrant flowers 
for Thanksgiving and the Christmas 
holidays. 

Stock plants are fussy about drain- 
age. Not only is it important to select 
a warm, sunny site, but the soil must 
drain well or root rot may develop 


with overnight swiftness. Where there 
is any doubt about the drainage, play 
safe and grow the stocks in raised beds, 


Questions of the Month 


Q. My asters were doing great, but 
all of a sudden they wilted and died. 
There appears to be no insect or root 
trouble. 

A. Probably the answer is the fungus 
known as aster wilt. Most of the mod- 
ern varieties of asters have been bred 
by the seedsmen so that they are 
strongly resistant to this trouble. How- 
ever, there is no cure for this disease 
once it has attacked your plants. Pull 
out and burn the infected plants. Then, 
next year be sure to buy seeds of wilt- 
resistant strains of asters; the seed 
packet usually has a large, capitalized 
W.R. on it. Make sure you grow the 
new asters in a soil which has not been 
planted to asters for two years or 
more. 

Q. Though snapdragons are a fa- 
vorite of mine, my timing is wrong, for 
they come into bloom when the 
weather gets hot. Then they don't 
amount to much. What am I doing 
wrong? 

A. First of all, time your plantings 
so they come into bloom during the 
cool part of the year. Snapdragons 
can be started from seed anytime in 
July or August for winter bloom; 
they’ll do beautifully this winter. Next 
suggestion is that you check over the 
seed racks and buy one of the new, 
improved F, hybrid strains because of 
the special advantages of built-in hy- 
brid vigor.® 





Lightning and Trees 


e Thousands of valued shade trees 
are lost every year by lightning. 
Some may be shattered. On others, 
there may be no outward sign of 
injury at first, but inward damage 
may show up, from twenty-four 
hours to six months later, in many 
forms. Sometimes the bark of the 
trunk becomes loose. If the inner 
tissues get scorched, death comes 
more slowly; if the roots have 
been killed, it takes an autopsy to 
determine the cause. 

Tree owners are now giving their 
trees lightning protection by ex- 
tending a loosely woven copper 
conductor from the treetop down 
the forks and along the trunk. The 
conductor is grounded 6 to 8 feet 
beyond the branch spread. 

The Bartlett Tree Experts, of 
Stamford, Connecticut, say that the 
riskiest tree under which to seek 
shelter in a thunderstorm is the 
oak. Elm, pine, ash, poplar and 
maple follow in that order of sus- 
ceptibility. The beech is at the bot- 
tom of the list. 
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Northwest 
Pointers 


by MARK TAYLOR 
(Salem, Oregon) 


Watering and mulching; garden en- 
emies; dividing perennials; propagating 
shrubs; cutting back perennials; feed- 
ing shrubs; miscellaneous July tips. 


pipe DRY SEASON, so convenient for 
picnickers, can wreak havoc with 
the garden. Insufficient water at this 
time can seriously retard annuals and 
vegetables. A mulch of peat moss, 
compost, sawdust or other material 
will help conserve moisture and keep 
down weeds. 

e Garden enemies—Spraying or 
dusting plants at ten-day intervals with 
an all purpose insecticide-fungicide will 
control almost everything but earwigs 
and slugs. Use specially formulated 
baits to kill them. If scale appears on 
shrubs, spray with summer oil. 

¢ Dividing perennials—Divide and 
replant bearded iris, lily-of-the-valley, 
violets and primroses. Use chlordane 
or other recommended materials to 
protect primroses against weevil grubs 
underground and to head off weevil 
troubles above ground on camellias 
and rhododendrons. 

e Propagating shrubs—Take soft- 
wood cuttings now of rhododendrons 
and other spring-flowering shrubs. 
Brittle stems are better than soft ones 
and the top 3 inches of a shoot are 
most likely to root. Leave at least two 
nodes to a cutting and pinch out the 
tips. 

e Cutting back perennials—Sum- 
mer perennials should be cut back 
after blooming. Leave enough foliage 
to carry them through until the new 
growth takes over; then the old stems 
may be cut back to ground level. 

e Feeding shrubs—Feed deciduous 
shrubs that have finished blooming. 
Do not feed tender evergreens now as 
these must become dormant before fall 
frosts strike. Rhododendrons, includ- 
ing azaleas, need attention at this time 
of the year. They are beginning to 
form buds for next season’s bloom and 
will need ample moisture and some 
fertilizer to help them along. Don’t 
overdo it or development will be to- 
wards leaf growth at the expense of 
flowers. 

e Miscellaneous July tips—Prune 
brooms as soon as they finish flower- 
ing. 

Use rotenone or pyrethrum on veg- 
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etables nearing maturity as other in- 
secticides may leave toxic residues. 

Plant autumn-crocus, cyclamen and 
Christmas-rose. Sow vegetables for a 
late crop—bean, endive, corn, beet, 
carrot, lettuce, turnip and rutabaga. 

Cut back wisteria side branches to 
three eyes. 

Spread compost or peat moss over 
newly planted lily beds. 

Layer old carnation plants to supply 
new stock next season. 

When buds show on chrysanthe- 
mums and tuberous begonias, feed 
with a good commercial fertilizer. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. How can I best control mildew 
on my tuberous begonias? 

A. Good air circulation and sani- 
tary measures help to prevent mildew. 
However, once mildew is established, 
try a spray or dust containing captan 
or karathane. 

Q. What type of sprayer is most 
useful to the average home gardener? 

A. A sprayer attached to a garden 
hose is easy to use. It dispenses 6 to 
15 gallons of spray at one filling and is 
adequate for most home garden needs. 
A knapsack pressure sprayer is also 
convenient. For very large gardens or 
tall trees a power sprayer may be 
used.® 





New Directory of 
American Horticulture 


e The American Horticultural 
Council has just announced the 
publication of a new Directory of 
American Horticulture for 1958. 
The preparation and publication of 
this Directory was made possible 
by a special grant to the Council 
from the Longwood Foundation. 

The eighty-page Directory, ed- 
ited by Carol H. Woodward of 
The Macmillan Company, repre- 
sents the combined efforts of many 
people and horticultural organiza- 
tions in every state. It contains the 
names and addresses of 418 na- 
tional, regional and state horticul- 
tural organizations in the United 
States, and it gives information 
about the officers and publications 
of each of these organizations. 

Contents also include names and 
addresses of 103 American botani- 
cal gardens and arboretums, sixty- 
One non-commercial garden cen- 
ters, 294 universities, colleges and 
junior colleges which give courses 
in horticulture or related subjects, 
and information on major horti- 
cultural periodicals in this country. 

Copies of the new Directory of 
American Horticulture (1958) are 
now available at $1.50 from the 
office of the secretary of the Amer- 
ican Horticultural Council, c/o 
Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain 
30, Massachusetts. 














Daylily 
Bargains 


FALL planting PRODUCES 
Better Spring Blooms 


ORDER NOW 


for 
August — September — October 
Delivery 


MAKE UP YOUR OWN COLLECTION 


any 10 for $5 
60¢€ each 
all 25 for $10 


AUTUMN RED—o good iote red 

AUTUMN DAFFODIL—icate miniature red 
BABETTE—early miniature gold, fine 
DAUNTLESS—cadmium yellow— it’s tops 
DOROTHEA—beautifu!l lavender and yellow 
FAIR FORTUNE—spider type, chrome 
GALAHAD—dork red velvet 

GAY TROUBADOUR—large showy, red and yellow 
GOLIATH—large twice blooming goid 

HONEY REDHEAD—ooy red bordered yellow 
KNIGHTHOOD—bdlock-red with cream midline 
LIBBY FINCH—purple red with white midline 
MAN O‘WAR—wide petal red velvet 

MARCO POLO—distinctive chinese red 
MOROCCO RED—excellent for landscaping 
MY LUCKY STAR—1large, showy deep gold 
PEACHTREE BEAUTY—lovely peach biush color 
PERSIAN PRINCESS—black red with halo 
PETER PAN—excellent early red miniature 
PHOEBUS—twice —— orange spider 
PURPLE FINCH—outstanding bright red 
ROYALTY—medium dark red satin 
SINGAPORE—early light yellow, good 
STARLIGHT—fine cream yellow, early 
TARUGA—excellent green yellow 


6 for $5 
$1 each 
15 for $12.50 


AMHERST—distinctive purple 

CANYON PURPLE—showy bliue-purple 

DEVON CREAM—fine creamy yellow, large 
DONATION—cadmium with cinnamon overfay 
DUCAT—twice blooming, large gold self 

FAIRY JEWELS—iote rose pink 

FAR NORTH—late blooming good yellow 

FRIAR TUCK—mustard with brown eye 

LITTLE CHERUB—ow, early yellow, fine 

LEMON LUSTRE—icte fine lemon yellow 
MARIONETTE—gold with mahogany eye, very fine 
NARANJA—orange self of fine form 

PORT ROYAL—bittersweet color, fine 
SHIMMER—fine medium gold, leather substance 
SHOW GIRL—yellow overcast lavender 


SPECIAL PRICES 
on SPECIAL DAYLILIES 


HOWDY $2 COLONEL JOE $4 
THISTLEDOWN $2 NEYRON ROSE $5 
PINK DAMASK $2 PICTURE $5 

ROYAL PURPLE $3 SWEET MYSTERY $5 


A FREE DAYLILY 


YELLOWSTONE—ao very fine light yellow of crepe 
texture and showy blooms will 
be sent with your order if you 
will mention seeing this ad in 


FLOWER GROWER. 


A FREE CATALOGUE 


Our 1958 catalogue of MODERN HEMEROCALLIS 
giving detail descriptions is available on request 


TERMS 
All orders sent parcel post prepaid. 
MINIMUM ORDER $5 


Hardy's Nursery 


Box 126 Mount Olive, Ala. 
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Bulb Landscape Plan 


Free 


WITH OUR 1958 
FALL CATALOG 


100 PAGES—MANY COLOR PLATES. The 
Most Authoritative Catalog on imported 
Holland and Fall planted bulbs. 

SEND 25¢ TODAY for your catalog of bulbs 
and receive your Bulb Landscape Plan FREE. 
You may deduct 25¢ from your first order. 


So. Hamilton 45, Mass. 


1 
ANIER Boy 


SILENT SIOUX’S 
MODERN—RELIABLE 


7, © WATER TIMER 
os VALVE 


shuts off water at 
time you select 

Have greener lawns, healthier plants without wast- 

ing water. 1 hour unit—$11.50—2 hour unit—$13.50. 

Shuts off water at time you select. Fits garden hose 

or iron pipe. See your dealer or order direct from: 


SILENT SIOUX CORPORATION 
8211 E. College Ave. ORANGE CITY, IOWA 

















OREGON GIANT 


PANSIES 


Easy to grow from seed. For best results sow 
the famous Ellis strain. As commercial florists, 
we've tried most, and this strain is by far the 
best. Glorious, gorgeous, gigantic—blooms 4” 
and more across—beautiful beyond descrip- 
tion. Order now for July or August sowing. 
You'll have big, healthy plants for next 
spring’s blooming. 

$1. per pkt. (S00 seeds), $6. per % oz., $12. 
per oz. postpaid. 


Champlain View Gardens 
Elmer Gove, Box 45, Burlington, Vt. 





EREMURUS 


Get these RARE and SPECTACULAR 
perennials at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS 
while our Gardens are being moved to the 
Midwest. ORDER EARLY. 





SALE SPECIALS 
Mixed varieties. Blooming size. 
Each Three Five Ten 
A—Labeled $2.00 $5.00 $8.00 $15.00 
B—Unlabeled 1.50 4.00 6.00 10.00 
Our Selection. Postpaid. 











Write for price list and discount certificate. 
Cash with order. 
Add 3% Sales Tax if you live in Ohio. 


MONTGOMERY GARDENS 
617-F N. Willow Kent, Ohio 





(Temporary address) 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


Books for 


THE MUSHROOM HUNTER’S 
FIELD GUIDE by Alexander H. 
Smith. 197 pages, illus. $4.95. The 
University of Michigan Press, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 

FLOWER GROWER readers, who es- 
pecially enjoyed “Wild mushrooms— 
some poisonous, many good to eat” 
by Elizabeth Phelps in the April 1957 
issue, will welcome the publication of 
this book. First of all, it is hand- 
somely designed with excellent black 
and white photographs and in an in- 
teresting shape, easy to carry on field 
trips, and secondly, it removes any 
doubts as to which mushrooms can be 
eaten and which are poisonous. Dr. 
Smith is a Professor of Botany and 
Curator of Fungi in the Herbarium at 
the University of Michigan. Dr. Smith 
obviously knows his subject and all 
amateur mushroom hunters will find 
this book absolutely essential —M.J.D. 


THE WORLD IN YOUR GARDEN 
by Wendell H. Camp, Victor R. 
Boswell and John R. Magness. 232 
pages, illus. $6.50. National Geo- 
graphic Society, Washington, D.C. 
The plants which we grow in our 

gardens come from all over the world. 

We grow muskmelons from Persia, 

peaches from China, impatiens from 

East Africa. The histories of these 

vegetables, fruits and flowers are out- 

lined in short sketches in this book 
published by the National Geographic 

Society. Where the plant originated, 

its uses through history, how it came 

to America and some of the legends 
associated with it are discussed. Each 
sketch is accompanied by a reproduc- 
tion in color of a painting by Else 

Bostelmann of the plant in its native 

surroundings.—T.R. 


LANDSCAPING THE SMALL 
HOME by the Editors of Flower 
Grower, The Home Garden Maga- 
zine. 144 pages, illus., paperbound. 
75¢. Fawcett Publications, Inc., 
Greenwich, Conn. 

Profusely illustrated, this book deals 
with every phase of landscaping—how 
to choose trees, practical ground cov- 
ers, terraces for outdoor living, how to 
light terraces and gardens. A most 
useful book for the small homeowner 
who wants to do his own landscaping. 
(Much of the material used first ap- 
peared in this magazine.) 


IKEBANA: JAPANESE FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENTS by Sofu Teshi- 





Gardeners 


gahara. 82 pages, illus. $19.95. 

Studio Publications, Inc., New York, 

N.Y. 

The unusually beautiful color pho- 
tographs of exotic flower arrange- 
ments make this an outstanding 
publication. A quite complete descrip- 
tion of the arrangement accompanies 
each illustration, detailing materials 
and container used. 

There is a brief biography of the 
author and a short history of the art 
of ikebana. 


THE OBSERVER’S BOOK OF 
CACTI AND OTHER SUCCU- 
LENTS by S. H. Scott. 159 pages, 
indexed, illus. $1.25. Frederick 
Warne & Co., Inc., New York, N.Y. 
One of the most popular hobbies 

among gardeners, especially in Eng- 

land where this book was written, is 
the growing of cacti and succulents. 

This little book, which describes over 

300 species, will be particularly help- 

ful to the beginner. The book is well 

illustrated with both color and black 
and white photographs. 


THE HEMEROCALLIS JOURNAL, 
1958 Yearbook Issue. Editor, 
Peggie Schultz. 216 pages, illus. 
Published by the American Hem- 
erocallis Society. 

Day-lily enthusiasts will find many 
articles of special interest to them in 
this well-illustrated paperbound book. 
Membership dues in the American 
Hemerocallis Society are $3.50 per 
year. For full information, write to 
Daisy Ferrick, Secretary, 416 Arter 
Avenue, Topeka, Kansas. 


THE BOOK OF BULBOUS PLANTS 
by H. G. Witham Fogg. 224 pages, 
illus. $5.00. Sport Shelf, New York, 
aes 
First published in England, this 

book discusses bulbs, corms, rhizomes 
and tubers. There are chapters on 
forcing, propagation, pests and dis- 
eases, marketing, varieties, bulbs for 
rock gardens, etc. 


HOW TO HAVE GOOD GARDENS 
IN THE SUNSHINE STATES by 
George W. Kelly. 298 pages, in- 
dexed, illus., paperbound $3.00, 
hard cover $3.25. Published by the 
author at Littleton, Colo. 

This book is written especially for 
gardeners in the Rocky Mountain area 
by a man who is known as a horti- 
cultural expert for the “land in the 
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sun.” The book brings together in- 
formation that previously had to be 
garnered from many sources. 


FLOWERING STONES AND MID- 
DAY FLOWERS by Dr. G. 
Schwantes. 420 pages, indexed, 
illus. $25.00. John de Graff, Inc., 
New York, N.Y. 

Although mesembryanthemums 
have been known and grown in 
Europe for over 200 years, it was only 
about thirty years ago that the task of 
splitting up this group into distinct 
genera was begun. This book is the 
most comprehensive survey of the 
subject yet produced. The illustra- 
tions-——in both color and black and 
white—are excellent. The book was 
first published in England. 


HAWATIAN FLOWERS AND 
FLOWERING TREES by Loraine 
E. Kuck and Richard C. Tongg. 
158 pages, indexed, illus. $7.50. 
Charles E. Tuttle Company, Rut- 

_ land, Vt. 

This handbook of Hawaiian flowers 
has reproductions in full color of more 
than 140 tropical and semitropical 
flowers and flowering trees. Each il- 
lustration is accompanied by a descrip- 
tion of the plant, its habitat, its 
flowering season and other details of 
interest. 


THE GLOXINIAN, 1958 Annual 
Yearbook. Editor, Elvin McDonald. 
63 pages, illus. Published by the 
American Gloxinia Society, Inc. 

A very useful publication for those 
interested in growing gloxinias and 
other gesneriads. Membership in the 
American Gloxinia Society includes 
subscription to The Gloxinian. For 
information write to Kenneth W. 
Fielder, 4139 South Rockford Place, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


SUCCESS WITH LILIES. By Ro- 
maine B. Ware. Revised edition, 51 
pp., illustrated. $2.00. Published 
by the author at Canby, Oregon. 
This little paper-bound book stresses 

the fundamental demands which must 
be met if lilies are to be grown suc- 
cessfully. It gives information on when 
and where to plant lilies, soil require- 
ments, early varieties, lilies for cutting, 
lilies for fragrance, fertilizing, and dis- 
ease and pest control. 


THE NEW HYBRID TOMATOES by 
Roy Genders. 141 pages, illus., in- 
dexed. $3.50. First published ‘n 
England. SportShelf, New York, 
N.Y. 

Roy Genders gives information on 
methods of growing and planting, va- 
rieties, suitable growing conditions and 
requirements of the hybrid tomatoes. 
The illustrations are excellent. 
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HOW TO BUILD FENCES AND 
GATES, A Sunset Book. 112 pages, 
illus., paperbound. $1.75. Lane 
Publishing Company, Menlo Park, 
Calif. 

Detailed instructions—well _ illus- 
trated with diagrams and photographs 
—on how to build every kind of fence. 
At the end there is a section on fence 
laws. The inside back cover illustrates 
and describes the kinds of hardware 
used in making fences. 


AN EASY GUIDE TO HOUSE 
PLANTS by Arno and Irene Nehr- 
ling. 100 pages, indexed, illus. 
$2.95. Hearthside Press, Inc., New 
York, N.Y. 

Here are the important needs of 
house plants, giving information on 
seasonal as well as general care. There 
is a listing of plants for special pur- 
poses and a dictionary of favorite 
house plants. 


GARDENING, FORCING, CONDI- 
TIONING AND DRYING FOR 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS by 
Arno and Irene Nehrling. 228 pages, 
indexed, illus. $3.95. Hearthside 
Press, Inc., New York, N.Y. 

This book tells what plant materials 
to select for your garden so that you 
can have flower arrangements the year 
round. The sections devoted to forc- 
ing, conditioning and drying are espe- 
cially helpful. Well illustrated in color 
and black and white. 


1001 AFRICAN VIOLET QUES- 
TIONS ANSWERED BY TWELVE 
EXPERTS, edited by Helen Van 
Pelt Wilson. 371 pages, indexed, 
illus. $4.95. D. Van Nostrand Co., 
Inc., Princeton, N.J. 

Helen Van Pelt Wilson, a regular 
contributor to FLOWER GROWER, has 
collaborated with twelve experts to 
provide an excellent reference book 
for the many thousands of African- 
violet growers throughout the country. 
Questions and answers are grouped by 
subject: heredity, bloom, soils and fer- 
tilizers, hybridizing, troubles and cures. 
The book is carefully indexed so that 
subjects can be easily found. 


AMERICAN ROSE ANNUAL 1958, 
edited by Frank H. Abrahamson. 
266 pages, indexed, illus. $4.50. 
Published by the American Rose 
Society, distributed by Doubleday 
& Co., New York, N. Y. 

This is the forty-third consecutive 
issue of the American Rose Annual, 
and again this year it is full of valuable 
and helpful articles. Membership in 
the American Rose Society includes a 
copy of the Annual. For information, 
write to the Executive Secretary, 
James P. Gurney, 4048 Roselea Place, 
Columbus 14, Ohio. 











OF FLOWER 
AND FOLIAGE 
ARRANGEMENT 


by Anna Hong Rutt 


based on the fundamental 
principles of art 


This unique, up-to-date guide is a 
vital tool for all who create beautiful 
flower, foliage or fruit arrangements. 
Filled with practical, authoritative 
advice that will help win flower show 
awards, the clear instructions include: 


e@ methods for cutting and 
preserving flowers 

e utilizing dried plant materials 

e selecting accessories and 
containers 

e designing popular and 
international styles 

® constructing Period compositions 

e placing the finished arrangements 


The amateur or the experienced ar- 
ranger will find THE ART OF 
FLOWER AND FOLIAGE 
ARRANGEMENT an indispensable 
and inspiring source for achieving 
artistic expression with even the sim- 
plest arrangements. Children will be 
encouraged and aided through the 
chapter on Arrangements by Juniors. 
In the words of Marget Cochrane 
Cole, teacher of flower show judging 
for the National Council of Garden 
Clubs, Inc., “Mrs. Rutt consciously 
employs the principles and elements 
of good design. Her words on domi- 
nance, or emphasis, will stay long 
with the arranger as tangible clues to 
distinctive compositions.” 


send for your copy today! 





| The Macmillan Company, Dept. FG-1 
60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 


Please send me copies of Rutt: 
1 THE ART OF FLOWER AND FOLIAGE 


| ARRANGEMENT @ $5.95 on 10 days 


approval. 
It is understood that I may return the 


i book(s) within 10 days and owe nothing. 


Otherwise you may bill me. SAVE—enclose 


} ry payment and we pay the delivery charge. 


Signature 
Price subject to change without notice 
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Plan Now 
for your 


own aS 
Ss 


“GARDEN {© \ 
UNDER 
GLASS” 


Aluminum Greenhouse 


Whatever the weather, your favorite flowers 
bloom continually in an EVERLITE “garden 
under glass” — America’s finest home 
aluminum greenhouse. 


Lifetime maintenance free construction 
Graceful curved glass eaves 

Precision prefabricated — can be expanded 
anytime 

Unconditionally guaranteed 

Large selection of lean-to and free standing 
models 

Full line of EVERLITE accessories, including 
automatic heating, ventilating and 
humidifying 

Models from $187.50 


Write for prices and free literature FG 78 


ttluminum 
14615 Lorain Ave. « 


STOP 
INSECT 
BITES! 


TICKS-OFF repels, kills Mos- 
uitoes, Ticks, Chiggers, 
iting Flies—helps ne 
ickness. A NECESSITY ON 

PI PING, FISH- 

ING, GARDENING, etc. 

Wonderful for children. Amer- 

ica’s top spray-on repellent. 


98¢ 


At All Better 
Retail Stores 


, Vue. 
Cleveland 11, Ohio 





sO BOPLS Pues, MCE, Gmalt 

















> Special, to 
J 2 Get Acquainted 


we = 
ae. of 
os 2° FLORADALE FANCY GERANIUMS 
$25-- § It's fascinating and easy to grow your 
=" own Geranium plants from seed! More 
popular than ever—wonderful for house 
plants, window boxes, urns, and gardens. 
Enormous flowerheads— crimson, scar- 
let, salmon, rose, pink and white, mixed. 
Why pay a big price for plants when you 
can raise your own for just 10c! 
SPECIAL—5S0c-Pkt. postpaid for 10c. Start seeds 
now (we tell you how to grow). Send Dime TODAY! 
BURPEE SEED CATALOG FREE— Pictures and describes 
all best flowers and vegetables, including Burpee Hybrids. 
W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 257 Burpee oa 4 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, § 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


The Home 


Greenhouse 
by VICTOR GREIFF 


HERE ARE AS MANY KINDS of gar- 

dens as there are gardeners, but 
while this is equally true of green- 
houses, they (greenhouses and green- 
house gardeners alike) divide sharply 
into two classes at this time of the 
year. Either the greenhouse is barren, 
empty and sunbaked, or it is shaded, 
moist and comparatively cool. 

A greenhouse with empty benches 
in summer has probably held winter 
and spring bench crops of cut flowers 
and plants to be set out in the garden 
for summer bloom. These usually in- 
clude such choice annuals as petunia, 
scabiosa, and salpiglossis; cuttings of 
geranium, coleus, iresine, and santo- 
lina; and vegetable seedlings grown 
for an early crop—tomato, cabbage 
and eggplant. 

The plant collector fills his little 
greenhouse jungle twelve months of 
the year. Some plants may be sum- 
mered outdoors in a specially con- 
structed plant refuge but more tender 
plants and those too large to move 
remain indoors. Usually remaining 
inside over the summer are the flower- 
ing vines—thunbergia, bougainvillea, 
hoya, stephanotis, clerodendron, alla- 
manda and passiflora. In ground beds 
are dwarf bananas, tree ferns, pine- 
apples, strelitzias, gingers and crinums. 
Under the benches: are carpets of 
tradescantia, pilea, maidenhair fern 
and selaginella. 

Still another type of summer green- 
house is one given over to seedlings of 
cyclamen, primula, cineraria, calceo- 
laria and other plants requiring a sum- 
mer’s growth to bloom. These plants 
are for the patient methodical grower, 
but the ‘jungle’ house, filled with exotic 
plants, holds the maximum thrill for 
the collector. 

Exotics in bloom this month include 
the fragrant ginger, Hedychium coro- 
narium; crinum; huge white cactus 
flowers of Hylocereus undatus, a fa- 
miliar plant in Hawaii, and Harrisia 
fragrans, one of the weird snake cacti. 
Hibiscus blooms explode in one-day 
glory of color and texture, and passion- 
flower always elicits comment. Wax- 
plant (Hoya carnosa) and stephanotis 
twine about the rafters, their fragrance 
leading one to seek them out. 

Thinking ahead to the painful proc- 
ess of returning all the plants in the 
plant refuge outdoors back into the 


greenhouse, | am experimenting this 
year with artificial light. In this way 
I expect to be able to keep many plants 
in the cellar where they will require a 
minimum of care. A very good ex- 
perimental laboratory has_ resulted 
from equipping my cool cellar ledge 
with a fluorescent fixture carrying 
three 48-inch tubes and two 75-watt re- 
flector type of incandescents mounted 
to light the 2-foot width of the plant 
bench. 

I went to considerable pains to pro- 
vide safe and rugged hoisting gear for 
adjusting the light intensity but a fel- 
low experimenter shamed me by fixing 
his light high and blocking up his 
plants. 

At the closest practicable distance 
my rig develops about 600 foot-candles 
—niggardly compared to the average 
10,000 plus foot-candles of sunshine. 
But curiously this is enough for many 
shade-loving plants, particularly those 
with large leaves. 

Some amateurs, more ambitious, are 
installing 8-foot tubes, rivalling the 
USDA experimental ceiling-light room 
at Beltsville, Maryland. Intensities up 
to 1,600 foot-candles are produced by 
such installations and seem to give ex- 
cellent results, especially when operated 
16 hours or more daily. However, the 
cost to the amateur for this light in- 
tensity is usually too high. 

Undoubtedly, artificial light will take 
its place with the cold frame, glass and 
polyethylene cloches and the outdoor 
plant refuge, as seasonal means of 
stretching the greenhouse for the year- 
long gardener.® 





Dr. Philip CG. Corliss 


to conduct rose tour 


e This fall Dr. Philip G. Corliss 
will conduct a rose tour to Europe. 
The tour will leave from New 
York on August 20 and will re- 
turn on October 4. Countries to 
be visited include France, Belgium, 
Holland and England. 

All members of the tour will be 
given memberships in the British 
Rose Society so that they may at- 
tend the International Rose Con- 
ference, which is to be held in 
London from September 9 to 12. 
The program of the Conference 
includes bus tours to the Rose So- 
ciety’s Trial Grounds at St. Albans, 
trips to the Royal Botanical Gar- 
dens at Kew, the Annual Rose 
Show in London, lectures, teas, etc. 

The tour will go to the World’s 
Fair at Brussels, Belgium. (See 
April FLOWER GROWER, page 29, 
for information on gardens at the 
World’s Fair.) 

For full information write to 
Arnold Tours, 79 Newbury Street, 
Boston 16, Mass. 
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TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 


Prizes offered 
gardeners in 58 


by WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


T APPEARS that 1958 is the year of 
| garden contests. Two well-known 
concerns in the gardening field are con- 
ducting contests this year, each offering 
valuable and interesting prizes. 

The Hayes Spray Gun Company is 
sponsoring a very unusual contest. 
They are looking for the oldest 1939 
model of a Hayes hose sprayer still in 
use, and are offering a first prize of 
$100 to the owner. All owners of 
sprayers made in 1939 are invited to 
participate and send in their old spray- 
ers of the type shown in the picture 
below. 

Whether they win one of the major 
prizes or not, all persons submitting a 
bona fide 1939 Hayes sprayer will re- 
ceive without cost a new Hayes 4, worth 
$6.45, in return for the sprayer sub- 
mitted in the contest. 

Three well-known horticulturists will 
judge the contest: Norvell Gillespie, 
who writes West Coast Pointers for 
FLOWER GROWER, Gordon Baker 


ij eS 


No, this is not a new sprayer. This is 
a 1939 model of a Hayes. If you have 
one that is still in use, it could be 
worth $100. See text for full details. 


Lloyd, and David Gilfillan. Entries 
should be sent to Hayes Spray Gun 
Company, 98 North San Gabriel Boule- 
vard, Pasadena, California. Better send 
your entry immediately as the contest 
closes June 30, 1958. 

The other contest this year is Na- 
tional Carbon’s search for the “Gar- 
dener of the Year.” This contest is de- 
signed to select the nation’s outstanding 
non-professional gardener. The basis 
of this contest is a questionnaire pre- 
pared by a board of seven nationally 
known horticulturists. The prizes in- 
clude a trip to New York for national 
radio, television and press appearances, 
a completely installed greenhouse, 
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sterling silver victory bowls, power 
lawn mowers and other gardening sup- 
plies. National Carbon, of course, is 
the manufacturer of the Eveready 
garden products. 

In the April 1958 issue I mentioned 
the new combination lawn fertilizer 
containing ureaform nitrogen. This is 
the form of nitrogen that is released 
slowly over the entire season. It does 
not “burn” the lawn, and one heavy 
application in the spring will last the 
whole year. I have just heard of an- 
other combination lawn fertilizer also 
containing ureaform nitrogen. The 
latest entry in the field contains 20 per 
cent nitrogen and 5 per cent each of 
phosphorus and potash. The immediate 
reaction of most gardeners when they 
see the recommended rate of applica- 
tion of 20 pounds per 1,000 square feet 
is: “Wow!” But I must say, again, this 
material does not release the nitrogen 
immediately so there is no need for 
concern over the grass plants. And, 
once it is on, there is no need to fertilize 
for the rest of the year. This new com- 
bination contains du Pont’s Uramite 
which is now made to combine with 
the other fertilizer elements. 

While on the subject of lawns—the 
Turfgrass Farm, Tucson, Arizona, has 
perfected a way for homeowners to 
plant root runners of hybrid lawn 
grasses such as zoysia. The root run- 
ners are scattered on prepared soil that 
has been cleared of all grass and 
weeds. The entire area is then top- 
dressed about 2 inch deep and this is 
kept damp until the runners take hold. 

Just about this time every year we 
are getting an abundance of flowers 
from our gardens. Many of them are 
brought into the home for further en- 
joyment or are given to friends. To 
make cut flowers last as long as possi- 
ble, we often add a preservative of some 
sort to the water. A new cut-flower 
preservative called Petalife is now on 
the market. This was developed in con- 
junction with a commercial carnation 
grower and is now being used by many 
florists. It is available in small packages 
from Baseline Specialties Co., P.O. Box 
606, Boulder, Colorado. 

Amazing is the only word to describe 
the quick recovery of Fertl, Inc., of 
South Norwalk, Conn. When a disas- 
trous fire of unknown origin broke out 
on the morning of March 13 the com- 
pany appeared to be ruined. The prem- 
ises were gutted. Thanks to the partici- 
pation of many local people and the 
ingenuity of Fertl’s President Hoyt Cat- 
lin, a new factory location was leased, 
machinery and equipment salvaged and 
installed, and deliveries resumed on 
March 22. The entire community 
rallied round to get the business going 
again. Fertl-Cubes are available once 
more.® 





this seal on every 


BACCTO 
PEAT 


bag assures you 
extra growth benefits 
from your lawn & garden 


On sandy, clayey, hard or 
soft soils, only Baccto Peat 
creates the ideal loam tex- 
ture so desperately needed 
by everything that grows. 
Send today for free booklets 
on our “‘Bacti-Vation”’ 
Process and on Nitrogen 
Releasing Bacteria. 
MICHIGAN PEAT, Inc. 
67 W. 44th St., New York 36, N.Y. 








Fastest, Cheapest Way 
to Mow Big Lawns 


5 Ft. Lawn Special on 
Lo-Boy Farmall 


If you’re a home owner with acreage, 
don’t buy a one-job mower usable only 
part of the year. Put out a little more 
money—you'll be surprised how little 
more it will take!—and get a tractor- 
mower outfit that will do many jobs and 
be useful the year around. The Wood’s 
5 Ft. Lawn Special with leaf mulcher, 
powered by the Farmall Cub, is the 
perfect combination for mowing big 
lawns, mulching leaves and clipping 
weede. There are 42” models under- 
mvunted for small Farmalls and bigger 
pull-behind raodels for large tractors, all 
capable of shredding brush in addition to 
mowing and leaf mulching. See them 
today at your dealer’s. Or, write to— 


WOOD BROTHERS MFG., CO. 


48807 South 4th St., Oregon, Illinois 
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NOW. 


IS THE TIME TO 
BUILD 
NEXT WINTER'S 
GARDEN 


NO ROT...NO RUST...NO PAINT 


WITH AN 


Here's how inexpensive an 
ORLYT can be . . . This $1,075 
aluminum greenhouse costs less 
than $2.50 a day, completely 
installed, on our No Money 
Down, 3-year Pay Plan. Dozens 
of other models and sizes 
priced from $365. 


WRITE TODAY FOR NEW 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 26-78 








Aluminum 
greenhouse 


Now is the time to build your next winter's gar- 
den! Rain or snow . . 
own all-weather ORLYT greenhouse. Summer or Winter, all 
year round, you can garden as you please, when you please 
. in a climate controlled ORLYT. Spare-time, off-season 
gardening is truly possible with ORLYT. It’s fun to relax 
for an hour or so after a busy day at home or office. . . 
because it is so easy to grow anything and everything! 


LORD «« BURNHAM 


. you'll be happy as a lark in your 
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Arrangement 


asily and Quickly 
AT HOME 


FOR PLEASURE — please your friends and family | 
with professional corsages, centerpieces, etc. Your | 


church and club will welcome your assistance in 
arranging impressive floral designs. Win Blue Rib- 
bons. Many earn good money while learning. 

FOR PROFIT—prepare for tremendous money- 


making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Floral Field. You may quickly learn how to 


make professional arrangements for the home, wed- 
dings, social affairs, funerals—wherever flowers are 
used. Start your own profitable business or get good 
paying position. Excellent part-time money-making 
opportunities. Study and earn your diploma at home. 

Write Today for FREE Book, ‘‘Opportunities in Floristry” 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Studio F-78, 11826 San Vicente Bivd., Los Angeles 49, Calif. 


Own Your Own 
Greenhouse 
TT CSORLEL 
+3000 


Write for free 
catalog and price list 


TEXAS GREENHOUSE CO. 


Greenhouse Manufacturers 
1508 W. Rosedale Fort Worth, Texas 
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\ SPE ER 
‘Burpee Seeds 


BEST PERENNIALS * 


—to get acquainted 


$2.00 VALUE 
postpaid FOR ONLY 


i Giant Pacific Delphiniums 
Most popular of all! Majestic spikes, large 
J flowers in blue, lavender, lilac, violet, white 
mixed. 4 to 5 ft. tall. June and Sept. Pkt. 50c 

McKana Giant Columbines 
All others are eclipsed by these All-America 
winners! Immense 4-in. flowers, long spurs, 
grins colors. Vigorous 2'-ft. plants. Pkt. 50c 
Burpee Super Giant Carnations 
Very large double flowers, like the florist’s. 
Intensely fragrant, delightfully fringed, rich 
J[colors. Sturdy 18- to 20-in. stems. Pkt. 40c 

Coral Bellis (Heuchera) 

| A jewel for modern gardens, wanted more and 
gneve every year! Airy sprays of dainty pink, 
rose, red, white bells. June till Sept. Pkt. 35¢ 

Fancy Double Hollyhocks 
Ever popular old-fashioned favorites, extra 
i easy to grow. Huge waved and fringed flowers, 
many unusual colors. 5 to 6 ft. tall. 


Please 
Print 


Pkt. 25c P.O 


Grow Perennial Plants from Seed 
Get more enjoyment and satisfaction out 
of your garden than ever before—you’ll 
have dozens of plants of each kind for 
less than the cost of buying just one! 


for Biggest and Best Plants 


Sow Seeds NOW —send $1 bill at our risk. 


TO: W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 258 Burpee Building, 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 
Send postpaid 5 Pkts. Best Perennial Seeds (943) 


is $1. 


St.of R.D. wccee. 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


Sweet-scented 
stock in your 


ereenhouse 
by CORNELIUS ACKERSON 


ps KS, LIKE SNAPDRAGONS, make 
long-lasting winter cut flowers, but 
in addition they have a delightful fra- 
grance. The culture of stocks is very 
similar to that of snapdragons (see 
August 1957 FLOWER GROWER p. 50.) 
They both may be started from seed in 
late summer or early fall and prefer a 
night temperature of 45° to 50° during 
the growing period. 

Snapdragons can be grown either 
as single-stem plants or, by pinching, 
as branched plants. Stocks are 
branched or unbranched, depending on 
the type of seed. The column stock, as 
the name implies, will produce single 
stems of bloom, while the branching 
stock will produce multiple-bloom 
stalks. The flowering stems of the 
branching stock are better adapted 
for use in flower arrangements and, 
where bench space is at a premium, 
the greater number of blooms per 
square foot of space are welcome. 

Optimum germinating temperature 
for stock seed is between 65°-75°. 
These temperatures are relatively easy 
to maintain in late summer. The seed 
should be sown in sterilized soil and 
carefully watched to prevent drying. 

The double form of stock is much 
more desirable than the single form, 
but it is difficult to get plants that pro- 
double flowers. Seed suppliers 
strive to hybridize seeds that will grow 
a high percentage of plants having 
double flowers. They must derive their 
seeds from single flowers, since double 
stocks have imperfect flowers without 
stamens. The inherited genes for 
singleness limit the maximum percent- 
age of double flowers to approximately 
85 per cent. Many experiments have 
been conducted to seek a way of elimi- 
nating single plants during the seedling 
stage, but there is no positive method. 
At the transplanting stage it is a good 
practice to save only the strongest 
plants as these are more apt to be 
double than the weaker ones. Seed- 
lings may be potted in bands or pots 
for an eventual move to the green- 
house bench, 

Plants must be spaced farther apart 
than snapdragons as the foliage re- 


duce 
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quires more room for proper develop- 
ment. Column stock should be spaced 
4 x 6 inches in the blooming bench 
while branching stock may be spaced 
6 x 8 inches. 

Support plants by staking individu- 
ally or by running wires the length 
of the bench between rows with strings 
across the wires to form a square about 
each plant. Plants will start to flower 
in January from August-sown seed. 

Temperatures should be between 
45° to 50° at night and 10° to 15° 
higher during the day. A night tem- 
perature of over 60° generally prevents 
bud formation. 

Insects and diseases are not too 
great a problem in comparison to the 
summer garden outdoors. Smoke fumi- 
gation will control white fly and red 
spider, the most persistent greenhouse 
insects. If the soil is well drained and 
not overwatered, rots and other fungus 
diseases are seldom troublesome. Too 
much water, particularly when air cir- 
culation is not adequate, may cause 
powdery mildew on the foliage and 
petal blight. It is advisable to provide 
some ventilation even during the cold- 
est part of the greenhouse heating 
season.® 





HERB VINEGAR 
by JEWELL CASEY 


e Vinegar flavored with herbs will 
give a new and intriguing taste to 
salad dressings and marinated fish, 
meat and game. If fresh herbs are 
not available, use herb vinegar as 
a substitute; it will give just the 
right flavor to a great many dishes. 
Whether you wish to flavor vine- 
gar with only one herb or with a 
combination of several herbs and 
spices, the same method is used: 
Gather tender leaves, remove 
the stems and wash in ice water. 
Lay on paper towel to dry. Pack a 
jar half full with the leaves, then 
fill with boiling vinegar. Seal and 
let stand two weeks. Strain the 
vinegar through a dampened cloth 
until absolutely clear. Bottle in 
cruets or vinegar bottles and cork. 
When combining strongly fla- 
vored herbs with milder ones, use a 
greater amount of the milder 
(about twice as much). The 
stronger herbs, such as mint, sage, 
rosemary and tarragon, will oblit- 
erate the flavor of the milder herbs 
unless used with caution and skill. 
Garlic, sage, sorrel, mint, tar- 
ragon, bay, basil and rosemary are 
only a few of the many herbs 
which can be used either alone or 
in combination to flavor vinegar. 
Remember that herb vinegar 
should be used in small amounts; 
never use as much as one uses of 
the ordinary, mild-flavored vine- 
gars. 











Wayside 
ardens 


bulbs 

set the 
catalog 
that has 
everything 


You have never seen anything to compare 
with Wayside’s magnificent new Fall Catalog. 
Long acknowledged by gardeners from coast 
to coast to be the world’s largest and finest 
catalog, it has now been enlarged to a mam- 
moth 156 pages. It has everything for fall 
planting . . . prize-winning roses, flowering 
shrubs, trees, rare bulbs, exotic lilies and hardy 
“Pedigreed” plants. Don’t settle for less when 
you can have the newest and best garden sub- 
jects... all grown and rigidly tested by Wayside 
in America’s most carefully supervised nursery. 


EXOTIC SPECIES TULIPS 


From far off Asia and Turkey, Wayside Gar- 
dens brings you rare, wonderful, many flow- 
ered Tulip Species. These rugged ancestors of 
the garden tulips of today are completely irre- 
sistible. Charming blooms in bright, gay col- 
ors are frequently accented with brilliant and 
unusual markings. Many varieties produce 
from 9 to 11 dainty flowers on a single stem. 
Once planted, they are permanent, coming 
up year after year without further care. 


New GOLDEN REGALE LILY, Royal Gold 


First yellow Regale Lily ever offered, Royal Gold is truly a 

horticultural triumph. Large, exquisitely lovely flower heads of 

pure gold glow with a lustrous radiance seldom seen in lilies. 

Very hardy and easy-to-grow, this spectacular new golden yel- 
low lily possesses all the majestic 
beauty and sterling qualities of the 
beloved Regal Lily. 


Catalog also 


SPECIES 
TULIPS 
from 
EUROPE 
and 
ASIA 


describes and illus- 


trates in color many other sensa- 
tional new lilies, including the daz- 
zling ‘‘Centifolium Pink Selections”’ 
as well as America’s most complete 
selection of rare and unusual new 


Tulips and Daffodils. 


SEND FOR THE 
WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL 
BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy of America’s fa- 

vorite catalog, please enclose $1.00 

to cover mailing and handling costs 

GOLDEN of this heavy book. Wayside’s complete Fall Catalog has 
REGALE i no equal. 156 pages, with hundreds of true-color illustra- 


tions and helpful cultural directions. It f 


tures over 1300 


LILY prize roses, flowering shrubs and trees, rare bulbs and 
Siciil hardy Pedigreed plants ...all grown and rigidly tested 
y in America’s most carefully supervised nursery. Send for 


Gold your copy TODAY. 


The finest new 
LILY in a decade 














when Spring Fever descended upon 
you, you decided to try gardening 
—America’s most popular hobby— 


you knew that a Flower Grower 
subscription was the best way to 
acquire this hobby but delayed 


sending for one—do it now! 


you are already an experienced 
gardener and intrigued by Flower 
Grower’s practical help, its new 
ideas and the beauty of its copies, 


you will want to subscribe. 


you want to share your enthusiasm 
with a friend who is just becoming 
aware of the delights of gardening, 
you will want to send a gift sub- 


scription. 


you yearn for a velvet lawn, gay 
beds of flowers and _ attractive 
grounds, let Flower Grower help 


you realize these ambitions. 


you want months of the happiness 
that comes from working at an en- 
grossing hobby, you can have it for 
less than the price of a theater 
ticket! You will be 


around with a trowel in one hand, 


walking 


a copy of Flower Grower in the 


other, and dreams in your eyes. 


SO... pick up your pen and fill 
out the coupon below . .. NOW! 





Yes, send me FLOWER GROWER for 
1 yr. $3.50 [; 2 yrs. (only $6) (7. 


1 enclose $ 








address 





town zone state 
FLOWER GROWER, Dept. 758 
Albany 1, N. Y. 
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... who loves gardens... 


is therefore my friend” 


by HELEN S. HULL 


¥ WAS THE LAST EVENING of the 
week-long XV International Horti- 
cultural Congress in Nice, France, 
April 11-18, 1958. The last paper had 
been read on the latest advances in 
horticulture. The 600 delegates, repre- 
senting sixty nations around the globe, 
had enjoyed the last of the excursions 
to areas of floral interest along the 
Riviera and into the villages and 
mountainous country rising from the 
Mediterranean behind Nice. 

The farewell banquet in the Palais 
de la Méditerranée was gay with flow- 
ers and music and folk dancers in the 
costumes of Provence. Health was 
sipped (with due caution) in the five 
kinds of wine served, as the French do, 
anew with each course. The speeches 
of the chairmen of the Congress were 
delivered and the hopes for future 
Congresses and for peace in the world 
were expressed. 

In this gala atmosphere the English- 
man at our table of six suggested that 
each of us should inscribe a sentiment 
on our souvenir menus, so that we 
would have personal mementos of the 
occasion. The menus circled the table 
like so many round robins. The wife 
of the Englishman wrote, “How lovely 
to see you in America.” (The Ameri- 
can Horticultural Council delegate had 
issued a hope that the International 
Congress in 1966 could be held in the 
United States.) The Hungarian smiled 
and, saying he could not write English, 
signed his name. The Frenchman, 
who had been the Executive Secretary 
of the Congress, wrote, “To Mrs. Hull 
who loves gardens and plants and is 
therefore my friend.” This was more 
than an inscription on a menu— it was 
the heart and spirit of the Congress. 
Throughout the Congress, differences 
of nationality, country and language 
not only could be but were bridged by 
the common love of gardens and 
plants. 

The program of the International 
Congress consisted of two general ses- 
sions with lectures considered to be of 
interest to all delegates; symposia de- 
voted to technical and scientific sub- 
jects such as growth and flower-in- 
ducing substances, soilless culture, 
control of virus diseases; sections de- 
voted to the reading of papers on 


hitherto unpublished horticultural dis- 
coveries or improvements in the grow- 
ing of vegetables, fruits, flowers, orna- 
mental shrubs and trees; and three full 
days of excursions by bus and boat, 
including trips to private gardens along 
the Riviera as well as to establish- 
ments of commercial growers. 

The city of Nice is 2000 years old, 
and the Riviera has been inhabited, 
fought over, captured and recaptured 
from the days of the Roman Empire 
to World War II. Evidence of the de- 
sirability of this area is reflected not 
only in historical relics but also in its 
horticulture. In a _ climate which 
varies only from 40° to 70°, plants 
thrive and bloom the year round. 
Conditions are suitable in the cliffs 
above the sea for cacti and succulents 
and in parks and private gardens, 
palms that we associate with the sub- 
tropics fare with plants and trees of 
the North Temperate Zone. 

A bus tour of Congress delegates 
led up the Grande Corniche to the 
cliff-top village of Eze, fortified by 
the Romans. With stairs for streets, 
we climbed through the village; on the 
very pinnacle were cactus gardens and 





Headquarters of the XV _ International 
Horticultural Congress at Nice, France. 


the ruins of a 13th century castle. 
From here we looked toward the 
snow-capped Maritime Alpes and 
down to the sea, past the surrounding 
country terraced with commercial gar- 
dens of carnations. Some authorities 
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Say Carnations are native to the Medi- 
terranean region and the flower is 
known to be at least 2000 years old. 
These hills above the sea provide ideal 
conditions for growing out-of-doors as 


The Meilland Rose Testing establishment, 
Cap d’Antibes. Harry Wheatcroft of Eng- 
land is guide to Congress delegates. 


Cactus and _ succulents, although not 
native, flourish on the Riviera. Dele- 
gates in the Exotic Gardens of Monaco. 


well as under glass; most of the car- 
nations of France supply markets of 
Paris and London. An exhibit of these 
flowers during the Congress brought 
exclamations for their size and per- 
fection—many colors new to me and, I 
am glad to say, many varieties with 
rich, spicy scent. Although the Amer- 
ican types of carnation were among 
the exhibit, an authority informed me 
that those displayed were mainly of 
the Malmaison type with split calyx 
and a large loose head. 

According to Bailey’s Cyclopedia of 
Horticulture, “Cactus are confined to 
America,” but if they are not native, 
like many travelers, they have found 
the cliffs and hills of the Riviera a 
congenial region. Cactus and succu- 
lents are the principal plants of both 
public and private gardens, including 
the Exotic Gardens at Monaco and 
the Gastaud establishment at Roque- 
brune visited by the delegates, which 
includes, according to the circular, 
400,000 plants. 

The garden of the Villa Leonina at 
Beaulieu, whose owner is M. A. 
Plesch, was truly the garden of a plant 
lover and showed, more clearly than 
any other garden visited, the horti- 
cultural possibilities of the region. It 
was amazing to most of us to see in 
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bloom in one area at one time plants 
we associate here in America with 
various regions and climates. Camel- 
lias were in bloom, but so were 
peonies, roses, hyacinths, chrysan- 
themums, calla-lilies and strelitzia. In 
this garden, as well as in many of the 
parks, great quantities of deep blue 
cinerarias were used for bedding 
plants. English daisies surrounded a 
pool blooming with water-lilies. Over- 
head, redbud in bloom mingled with 
pittosporum in bud, banana, camphor 
tree, oleander, Magnolia grandiflora, 
mango, rubber tree and banyan. Be- 
sides Mediterranean pines, there were 
orange, lemon, grapefruit and olive 
trees and date palms. This garden not 
only was a mine of horticultural in- 
terest, but it was planned with artistry 
—plants of dissimilar character were 
combined in pleasing arrangement. 

A visit to the Meilland greenhouses 
at Cap d’Antibes had been long 
awaited. Here test roses are grown 
hydroponically in long concrete boxes 
filled with sand through which nutri- 
ents are fed by a gravity system, so 
that desired levels of moisture, nu- 
trients and the soil pH can _ be 
maintained. With these controlled 
experiments, careful supervision and 
scientific check-ups are necessary, 
which may account for the fact that 
this hydroponic method is not used 
by any comparable establishment in 
America. In the hydroponic culture, 
unwanted seedlings are easily re- 
moved without disturbing the roots 
of adjacent plants. 

Of 20,000 seedlings, perhaps one, or 
none, is considered worthy of prop- 
agation. At least ten years of trial is 
necessary before a new variety is 
sufficiently tested for introduction. 

Even in such a horticultural heyday 
there is much to be learned besides 
plants at an International Congress. 
As a distinguished English delegate 
said, even scientifically he gained most 
in the corridors between sessions and 
in personal contacts. “Getting to know 
you” was the unsung refrain at the 
Congress. It is not necessary to have 
a “Summit” meeting before horticul- 
turists and plant lovers can come to- 
gether in an international congress. 
In this field, free discussion is possible 
and eagerly sought. A delegate from 
one country may agree with or chal- 
lenge the contentions of a delegate 
from another country and no inter- 
national incident results. Channels of 
communication are free in gardening 
and horticulture. Plants and flowers 
know no barriers of language, inter- 
national boundaries or political sys- 
tems. There is no difference in the 
enjoyment of the fragrance of a carna- 
tion by a Russian or an American nose; 
no ideological difference is superim- 
posed upon the perfection of a rose.® 








Garven Marker 


ALL ALUMINUM 
_ e 
Wh dd, 


WITH REMOVABLE ALUMINUM 
NAME-PLATE 
e 


Sturdy, non-rusting . . . just the 
thing to make identification at- 
tractive and permanent. Sepa- 
rate aluminum name-plate is 
quickly inserted; can be written 
on in pencil. 

(Two sizes: (A) %” x 244" x 
94"; (B) 1” x 3” x 18”). 

Pri 


EXTRA NAME-PLATES, 
\ per 100, $1.25 


YOUTH OPPORTUNITY 
907-F. FINDLAY STREET CINCINNATI 14, OHIO 














BULBS THAT WILL 
BLOOM THIS FALL! 


Plant in August for September and October 
blooms! And for years to come! Robust and 
hardy, with lovely deep pink flowers. They‘re 
later and slightly smaller than Naked Lady 
Amaryllis, with larger clusters of blooms. Ex- 
cellent cut flowers. 


TOP FLOWERING SIZE BULBS! 
2 bulbs $1.00 postpaid 

12 bulbs 5.00 postpaid 

100 bulbs 30.00 express collect 


— smaller bulbs available — 


August delivery — and a SURPRISE BULB 
FREE with each order sent at once! 


JUNE LILY COLLECTION still available—$2.00 
postpaid. (See June FLOWER GROWER, 
page 65). 


VISIT FAIRYLAND ON YOUR VACATION! 
24 miles north of California-Oregon state line 
...3 miles south of Brookings, Oregon, on Ocean 
Highway 101. 


FREE color catalog sent with each order! 


Please send me_ __Nerines. (Two—$1; 


Twelve—$5; 100-$30) 
(] Also please send June lily collection at $2.00. 
Include FREE BULB and your 1958 COLOR 
CATALOG. My check or money order for 
$________—is enclosed. 


Name. 





please print 


CS os 





ee State___ 














Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary 


by C. W. WOOD 
(Copemish, Michigan) 


Geranium Maculatum Album: I am 
certain that you will be as enthusiastic as 
I am when you see the hardy Geranium 
maculatum album decorating a shady 
nook in your garden. In woodsy soil 
plants of this perennial grow to 2 feet tall 
and produce, from April through much of 
July, a prodigious number of inch-wide, 
pure white flowers above pretty divided 
foliage. Leslie Wild Flower Nursery, 30 
Summer Street, Methuen, Massachusetts. 

Hemerocallis Shooting Star: If you are 
one of the thousands of gardeners who 
feel that the best day-lilies are yellow, 
you will particularly enjoy SHOOTING 
Star featured by Schreiner’s Gardens, 
Route 2, Salem, Oregon. This variety is 
the palest yellow that I have yet seen. In 
addition to the entrancing shade, the 
broad, full-petalled flowers are imposing 
in size and height—to 3 feet or more. 

Anemone Blanda: One of the first 
things that I want to do this fall is to 
repeat a large planting of Anemone blanda 
and A. nemorosa which we had in our 
garden years ago. The carpet of blue and 
white flowers above delicate foliage makes 
a lovely spring picture. All that these 
anemones require is a shady or partly 
shady spot. Plant the tubers closely to- 
gether for the best effect. The sky-blue 
A. blanda is nearly always listed in the 
catalog of Wayside Gardens, Mentor, 
Ohio. If you can locate a source of 
A. apennina and A. nemorosa include 
these in your garden. Plants should seed 
themselves and multiply if you are not 
too meticulous with your housekeeping 
chores in their part of the garden. 

Daffodil Pigeon: One of my garden 
mentors once cautioned me that I would 
never really appreciate the beauty of a 
daffodil until I stopped looking for size 
and showiness alone. Since seeing the 
rather new daffodil PiGEoN, I am fully 
convinced that she knew what she was 
talking about. Picture a small flower in 
the classification known as Division II, 
which means a large-cupped variety; then 
assign it to Class C in that division, which 
means that it is an all-white flower. This 
may give a general picture of the flower, 
but the Little England Daffodil Farm 
(Bena, Virginia) catalog describes it as it 
appears to me: “A distinct smallish self- 
white flower of marble-like texture, ab- 
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solutely model form and faultlessly per- 
fect quality; very broad, smooth, fiat, even 
perianth and well balanced medium 
length crown, short neck and stiff stem.” 
That makes a real connoisseur’s flower. 

Hypericum Moserianum: That lovely 
St. Johnswort Hypericum moserianum, a 
hybrid between the tender Japanese ever- 
green H. patulum and the southern Eu- 
ropean H. calycinum, has an interesting 
story, too long to tell here. This shrubby 
little plant, close to 2 feet tall, bears large 
yellow flowers throughout most of the 
summer. Plants need little care except 
protection from cold in the North (it is 
not hardy in my part of northern Mich- 
igan). Pitzonka’s Pansy Farm, Bristol, 
Pennsylvania, has it. 

Strawberry Strafford: The main objec- 
tion I have always had to late-maturing 
strawberry varieties has been their small 
yield. This drawback seems to have been 
overcome by the variety STRAFFORD de- 
veloped at the University of New Hamp- 
shire and available from Elmer Gove, 
Burlington. Vermont. Gove’s description 
of this is: “Giant plants; giant berries; 
nice color; good flavor.” That. coupled 
with heavy yields, covers what a really 
good strawberry should be. His further 
word that in 1951 they picked the first 
berry on July 4 is a good indication that 
Strafford will fill a rather blank season 
in the strawberry schedule. 

Cabbage Morden Dwarf: Although I 
have mentioned this new extra-early cab- 
bage before, I am so enthusiastic about 
it for gardeners with limited growing 
space that I am bringing it to your atten- 
tion again. It is the earliest variety to pro- 
duce a head (a tiny, 4-inch head to be 
sure, but a solid one of high quality) and 
it can remain a long time in the garden 
without bursting. A few seeds sown at 
fortnightly intervals from the opening of 
the planting season until the last safe 
date that will allow plants to reach matur- 
ity before frost will provide good cabbage 
over a long season. I get my seeds from 
Farmer Seed & Nursery Co., Faribault, 
Minnesota. 

Japanese Iris Hisakata: If you are just 
getting interested in Japanese iris or if 
they are now a part of your garden life 
and you do not have the HISAKATA you 
would do well to give it a trial. It was 
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my privilege to see it last summer in a 
large collection of modern varieties, and 
I think it was the outstanding one in 
bloom at the time. Immense flowers (at 
least 10 inches wide) give the over-all 
impression of being dark blue in color. 
These are set off by bright yellow sig- 
nals at the center and are produced on 
stout stems to a height of 4 feet or more, 
late in the Japanese iris season. It is 
among the long list of iris available from 
Walter Marx Gardens, Boring, Oregon. 

Dianthus Neglectus: I had a rather 
poignant letter recently from a woman 
who has been reading FLOwER GROWER 
for a quarter-century in which she says 
that “in all that time I have not seen 
anything but discouraging words about 
the culture of Dianthus alpinus and D. 
neglectus. 1 have tried the former several 
times without success and do not have 
the courage to try the other even if I 
knew where to get it.” At the moment 
I do not find a source for the alpine pink, 
so will have to reserve comment until 
later. 

D. neglectus, on the other hand, is not 
only available (N.A. Hallauer, Webster, 
New York, for one), but is one of “the 
loveliest, the most generous. the most 
desirable,” of pinks: And, I might add, 
one of the easiest of the so-called difficult 
kinds Give it a perfectly drained soil 
(what the alpinists call a scree soil) on 
the poorish side; protection from the sun 
during the middle part of the day; some 
water during long dry periods: and you 
should find no trouble with the charmer. 
All the talk about it being a lime-lover 
or a lime-hater by its various apologists 
is merely that—talk—according to ex- 
perience in this garden. In fact, it showed 
here that it could take its lime or leave 
it alone, if other conditions were to its 
liking. 

When satisfied, it makes a slowly ex- 
panding tuft of grassy, dark-green leaves, 
from which spring 3-inch stems, bearing 
large, bright-pink flowers with a bluish 
center and buff reverse. Flowering co- 
incides with the latter part of the alpine 
pink’s performance and follows it for a 
couple of weeks or so. In late summer 
and early autumn it usually puts on an- 
other show for a month or more. 

Pyrethrum Helen: If you have had un- 
satisfactory results from double pink 
pyrethrums, do not give up until you try 
HELEN. Instead of the weak, fioppy 
growth of many doubles, you may find, as 
others have, that it will give you strong, 
though slender, stems to 18 inches. Bur- 
gess Seed & Plant Co., Galesburg, Mich.® 





















Giving a party tonight? Serve 


Vegetables 


fresh from 
the garden 


by RUTH RODALE SPIRA 


be GIVING A DINNER PARTY tonight 
which I suspect will be pretty satis- 
fying. That’s because my _ hors 
d'oeuvres are almost sure to make a hit 
(unless an old-fashioned fogy turns up 
who thinks raw vegetables are for 
sissies). It follows that if I start with 
a bang, my guests are bound to be 
sympathetic to the rest of my wares. 

To the French, raw vegetables are 
les crudités, though for the life of me 
I don’t see what's crude about the fla- 
vor of a raw vegetable. Pungent, 
spicy, refreshing is more to the point, 
especially when mated with a smooth 
dunking sauce. 

A spread of raw vegetables can be 
your star attraction of the evening, 
either as part of dinner or as a party 
nosh (a tasty, between-meals tidbit). 
Prepare it lovingly, carefully, and you 
will be rewarded by grateful noises of 
enjoyment. 

Of course it is best to pick and pre- 
pare your vegetables at the last pos- 
sible moment, allowing time for a bit 
of chilling. Two hours before your 
guests arrive is about right. If this is 
impossible, harvest earlier, wash thor- 
oughly and store covered in the re- 
frigerator until you are ready to have 
a go at them. 

Plan to use a variety of the follow- 
ing vegetables: 

e Cucumbers: Choose only firm, 
young cucumbers. Peel, and cut into 
slivers 2 inches long. Or do not peel 
{only if they have not been sprayed), 
but score lengthwise with a silver fork 
and slice into rounds about % inch 
thick, stiff enough to hold some sauce 
without breaking when picked up by 
your guests. 

¢@ Radishes: Radish roses are always 
attractive to the eye and to the palate. 
Cut the petals and set the radishes in 
ice water so that the petals will curl 
back. Leave enough of the stem so 
that your guests can dunk the radishes. 

e Sweet peppers: Either green or 
red sweet peppers are superb au 
naturel. Prepare them by slicing into 
lengths 42 inch wide. Pepper rings are 
beautiful to look at but awkward to 


handle for dipping. Remove all of the 
seeds and white insides carefully. 

e Carrots: Strips are the most con- 
venient way to cut this vegetable—not 
thin slivers, but strips about % inch 
wide. Scrape only if scarred. 

@ Celery: Find the firmest stalks of 
celery that you have in your garden. 
Soak in ice water only if on the flac- 
cid side. Cut either into strips or into 
diamond-shaped pieces by slicing di- 
agonally. The upper stems and leaves 
can be saved for flavoring soups and 
stews, naturally. 

Now we leave the world of the fa- 
miliar to set out for new adventures in 
taste. Have you ever served the fol- 
lowing fresh vegetables? 

© Cauliflower: I'm mad for raw 
cauliflower! Try breaking into small 
flowerets and then slicing thin. It is 
one of the most decorative of foods, 
and its spicy flavor mingles well with a 
creamy dip. 

© Zucchini: Pick the tender, young 
ones when barely 4 inches long. Scrub 
well with a vegetable brush, especially 
if they have been lying on the ground 
without a mulch. Do not peel. Slivers 
of bicolored zucchini, cream inside and 
deep green on the outside, make eating 
a veritable joy. 

¢ Tomatoes: Group tiny currant, or 
cherry, tomatoes tastefully among the 
sliced vegetables. They are useful be- 
cause you can leave them whole; when 
sliced, larger tomatoes are messy to 
handle as an hors d’oeuvre. 

¢ Scallions: For allium lovers, pro- 
vide a few crisp scallion stalks. The 
dip will somewhat temper their pi- 
quant flavor. 

e Asparagus: Very young asparagus 
tips may be included among your raw 


vegetables if you like the taste. Clean 
carefully, cuiting off the tough parts 
of the stems. 

e Fennel: You will not want to miss 
some anise-flavored fennel on your 
hors d’oeuvres board. Prepare in 
diamond shapes as you did the celery. 

@ Beets: The sweetness of very 
young raw beets is quite startling. 
Peel and cut into thin rounds for an 
unusual touch. 

¢ Kohlrabi and turnips: These root 
vegetables should positively never be 
cooked when young; that is, when no 
more than 2 inches in diameter. Serve 
peeled and sliced in rounds. 

Try out any other vegetables that 


-.-leveling small trees, high weeds 
and heavy grass in minutes! 


It’s the Jari CHAMPION Sickle 
Bar Mower. What other 
mower can blaze a 36-inch 
path through an acre of 
rough growth with saplings 
up to 1%” thick in 2 

hours? This rugged mower 

™ weighs only 160 lbs., and 
has a 234 h.p. motor. 

The floating sickle bar 

and wide- spaced 

wheels allow 

one-hand operation 

over the roughest ground. 


and that’s not all: 
The self-propelled Jari CHAMPION 
offers you 4 other optional attachments 
for snow-throwing, tiller-cultivating, lawn 
mowing, and spraying! 

But why not find out the whole story? 
Fill in and mail this coupon today. 


| 





Jari Products, Inc., Dept. 505 

2938 Pillsbury Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dear Sirs: I would like to know 
more about the Jari CHAMPION 
sickle bar mower. Please rush me 
FREE information. 
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Have better luck with 
your lawn this summer 


Every squirt kills a weed... new WILT 
wipes out all common lawn weeds 





Squirt WILT right from can... 
ready-mixed with handy spray- 
top. A spot weed killer containing 
2,4-D, ideal for easy lawn main- 
tenance. No old-fashioned weed 
digging . . . when stray weeds, 
dandelions, even honeysuckle 
appear, a squirt of WILT kills 
them—fast! Yet won’t harm 
grass or turf. 
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Outdoor living without insects! 
».. new CURB kills lawn pests fast 


Sprinkle granular CURB right 
from package. Won’t blow 
away. Works two ways. Kills 


insects both underground and GS) 
in the grass. Contains Dieldrin aan 
. . . kills lawn moths, chinch e\ 
bugs, Japanese beetles, even I (\ ‘ 


fire ants! One pound covers 700 IN| 
square feet . . . mixes with 
fertilizer for dual application. 


Black Leaf offers the professional gardener a complete line of 
products for all lawn and garden needs. . . on display at your 
favorite garden supply center. 
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Diamond, * Foie) a Oi - +s) a Products 


LACK LEAR COMPA N Y cwic a ee © oe ee ee | 








Standard of Quafity 


in DELPHINIUM 


THE WORLD OVER 


The Pacific Strain of Delphinium hybrids 
have been world-renowned for their highest 

uality for over 25 years. Consistent flower 
show winners whenever entered. 


Vetterle & Reinelt 

. Dept. F Capitola e California 

Fresh seed from new crop available by August 1st. 
1958 COLOR CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE 










are tender, tasty and easy to pick up. 

Now is the time to bring out a fine 
crystal dish or silver tray, polished to 
perfection. When you are ready to 
compose the arrangement, think in 
terms of color and shapes, just as you 
would in arranging flowers. Juxtapose 
bright colors with neutral or white 
tones, slivers with round slices. Group 
each vegetable with some of its own; 
don’t mix indiscriminately. 

Serve your dunking sauce in a small 
cup on the vegetable tray. Very little 
of it goes a long way, but have a re- 
serve in the kitchen. Here are two 
recipes I like: 


Mayonnaise Sauce 
cup mayonnaise 
tablespoon lemon juice 
clove garlic, minced 
cup chopped parsley 
salt and freshly ground pepper. 
Mix all ingredients, taste, and adjust 
seasonings if necessary. Allow at least 
6 hours for the flavors to blend. 


ee 


VV, 


Sour Cream Dip 
pint sour cream 
cloves garlic, minced 
teaspoon prepared mustard 
tablespoons capers 
salt and freshly ground pepper 
Prepare as above. These sauces may 
be made one or two days in advance 
and kept in a closed container in the 
refrigerator.® 
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Ruth Rodale Spira grew up on a 63- 
acre farm in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
Her chief gardening interest is vege- 
tables. She is also greatly interested in 
the proper cooking or preparation of 
vegetables and fruits from both the 
aesthetic and nutritional points of view. 


IN AUGUST: 


¢ The best hydrangeas 


e How to cope with 
drought! 


¢ Day-lilies for all- 
summer color 


¢ Chemicals for killing 
poison-ivy 

¢ Daffodils all over the 
place—naturalize them 

e Summer lawns 

¢ Wildflowers 

¢ Lilies 

e Science in the garden 
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giant 


IRIS 


WHITES 

Purissamohr, Mohr white $3.50 
— milk white. 1.50 
New Snow, snow white J 
Southern Snow, coo! white 


PINKS 

Cloud Cap, flamingo pk. 
Dolly Varden, filam. pk. 
Paradise Pink, frag. pk. 
Pink Sails, unusual pink 


BLUES 

Biumohr, lavender biue 
Pierre Menard, hyac. biuve 
Cahokia, butterfly blue 
Chivalry, metallic blue 


BROWNS 

Pretty Quadroon, copper 
Bold Copper, brown blend 
Autumn Splendor, golden 
Tobacco Road, tobacco br 


APRICOTS 

Melody Lane, golden apricot 

Ballet Dancer, gold apricot . 

Russet Wings, copper apricot 

Frances Kent, paste! 

BLACK VIOLET 

Black Diamond, biuve black 

Storm Warning, classic black 3.00 

Envoy, near black 1.00 

Sable, midnight black 75 
Amount of order $ 
Deduct ,;—SAVE $ 

= 


ssss sses sss 


mm NPR 


1:00 
2.00 Minimum Order 
$3.00 net 


All labeled 
& postpaid 


1.50 


You poy only, net 


Siberian iris, a beardless species, grows tall and straight, its 
gently flared blooms rising high above the slender foliage. 


A collection of world’s finest iris, 
including ‘*Best 100°’. Costs us 50c, 
yours for 25c. (Free with $5 order) 


MARBLE IRIS GARDENS 


Hew IRIS and 
DAYLILIES 
50% ovr money 





Meet the beardless irises 


by ROSALIE CLAIRE TEMPEST 





ROBABLY THE LARGEST and most 
P widely distributed group of irises 

—and the oldest in the opinion of 
the eminent irisarian, W. R. Dykes— 
is the apogon or beardless iris. Yet, 
strangely enough, very few species of 
this lovely group can be seen in Ameri- 
can gardens. Perhaps this is due to 
lack of information about them. Let 
me acquaint you with some beardless 
irises which may be new in your garden- 
ing experience; they are well worth a 
place in your garden. 

Of the entire beardless section, the 
sibirica group or Siberian irises are of 
course the best known. Some of these 
have become popular garden favorites. 
Discovered and named in 1753, Iris si- 
birica is a native of Central Europe and 
Russia. As far as is known Siberia is 
not its habitat; Dykes believed that the 
choice of name may have resulted from 
confusion with the Siberian /. orientalis 
(now known as /. sanguinea), which, 
though somewhat similar, has shorter 
stems and larger flowers. 

Originally J. sibirica was blue with 
white falls veined with blue. But years 
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of hybridizing have produced quite a | 
color range that now includes shades of | 
blue from clear sky blue to deepest | 
purplish-black, white and red; and now 
a pink form is being listed by one hy- 
bridizer. The flowers are borne on tall, | 


F. W. CASSEBEER 


The clear blue Siberian iris, Gatineau, 
though originated by Preston twenty-four 
years ago, is still a first-class variety. 








ON THESE GARDEN TREASURES 


IRIS 


BURGUNDY SPLASH—Red Splashes on Cream 


CATHEDRAL BELLS—Ruffied Shrimp Pink 


ENGRAVED—Exoti: 


MAYTIME—Two Toned Lilac Pink 


ORIENTAL GLORY—Velivety Mahogany Red 


Blue Veining on White 
JANE PHILIPS—immense Smooth Medium Blue 


PINK FORMAL—Large Ruffled Deep Pink 
PINK SENSATION—New Ruffled Pink 
SOLID MAHOGANY—Large Red Mahogany 


TRANQUILITY—Serene All White 


YELLOW ORGANDY—Crisp Ruffied Yellow 


DAYLILIES 
BLACK PRINCE—Large Dark Satin Red 


BURNT SUGAR—Warm Honey Tan 


CARVED IVORY—Pale Creamy Yellow 


CRIMSON STAR—Very Bright Red 
DOROTHEA—Yellow Washed Lilac 
EASTER MORN—Rich Buff Yellow 
PINK SATIN—Soft Rose and Pink 
RED FLAMINGO—Ciear Bright Red 
ROYAL GUEST—Rosy Purple 


SALMON SHEEN—Perfectly Beautiful Salmon 
VALIANT—Beautiful Smooth Orange 


YELLOWSTONE—Fragrant Ruffled Yellow 


BUY 


$500 Select $300 
$79 Select $650 


Big Quality Plants 
Milliken Gardens 


Box 1131-2 
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POMONA, CALIF. 


— > Free Catalogue <— 

















































































Handiest Garden Tool Ever Offered 


-MULCHER - WEEDER - CULTIVATOR 


° 
Does work of 10 men with hoes 
If you like gardening, you'll love the Barker 
garden tools for vegetables and flower gar- 
dens, lawns, greenhouses, etc. 
The model shown in illustration is the Super 
Deluxe Mode! No. 10—weight 19 Ibs. Op- 
erates in 10 inch area. 5 cultivator shovel 
blades, steel construction throughout, Ab 
solutely the handiest tool you have ever used 
—$13.95. Guaranteed and Postpaid. Guar 
anteed to get the weeds and do a better job. 
Several sizes and models. Also new, im- 
proved economy-priced Little Shaver 
Hoe for $4.65, Guaranteed and 
Postpaid. Write for FREE literature. 
If you don't have a dealer near you— 
YOU CAN BUY DIRECT FROM THIS AD! 


Send cash, check or money order to 


BARKER MFG. CO. ry 606, ite Nebr 






































Pome green 


FOR noses 


Green 
All-Purpose 
Floral Dust 
or Spray 
ele} Re) jee) 444. 


TO BLEND WITH FOLIAGE 


Buy from your dealer or write 


Niagara Chemical Division 
Middleport, N. Y. 














PROTECT HANDS FROM DIRT 
AND STAINS, WITHOUT GLOVES 


Before gardening, apply GARDEN GLOVE, 
amazing new protective hand cream. Silicone 
and Lanolin in GARDEN GLOVE form invisible 
shield over skin, locking out dirt. After garden- 
ing, GARDEN GLOVE washes right off, leaves 
hands clean, smooth, immaculate. Available at 
your garden supply dealer or send $1.25 to 
Forward House, P.O. Box 991, Little Rock, Ark. 





America's Finest 
IRIS CATALOG 


Send 25c¢ For 52-Page 
hed All in Color! 





> GARDENS 
of F SILVERTON, OREGON 


pi Beautiful IRIS 


PEONIES ¢ DAY LILIES 
POPPIES ¢ BULBS 
FREE! Colortul Catalog 
WASSENBERG GARDENS 
“The Peony City” 
Dept. FG-7, VAN WERT, OHIO 


















America’s most wanted 


Fall Nursery & 
Bulb CATALOG 


FREE! 


From America’s largest direct-to-you 
nurseries, a beautiful colorful 40 page 
catalog, all selections postpaid & 
gvaranteed. Many helpful gardening 
tips. Send postcard for your free copy 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 
278 E STREET HAMBURG, IOWA 











graceful stems; and their colors are clear 
and pleasing, usually with delicate retic- 
ulations on the haft or upper part of the 
falls. These hybrids, well known and 
fully described in most iris catalogs, are 
a delightful and valued addition to any 
garden, their blooming season usually 
coinciding with the late-blooming tall 
bearded varieties and then extending be- 
yond them into June. 

Unlike bearded irises, the beardless 
irises prefer cool, moist soil enriched 
with humus and leafmold; partial shade 
suits them well. Some species thrive in 
a boggy situation but most are adapt- 
able, surviving in any garden soil which 
has been enriched with humus and fer- 
tilizer and has been watered generously. 
Beardless irises are usually planted in 
late summer and early fall. 

To several dauntless plant hunters of 
the past and present century we owe a 
debt of gratitude for some of the lesser- 
known irises. In exploring China, the 
Himalayas, Tibet and Burma and col- 
lecting seeds of rare, hitherto unknown 
plants that they found there, plant 
hunters made possible the eventual in- 
troduction of many beautiful species 
into European and American gardens. 

One of the earliest plant hunters was 
a French missionary priest, Pere Jean 
Marie Delavay (1834-1895), an un- 
usually systematic and thorough worker. 
Though plant collecting was merely a 
side line for Pere Delavay, it has been 
estimated that he sent two hundred 
thousand plant specimens, including 
more than four thousand species, to the 
Paris Museum. Unlike many other 
plant hunters, he did not employ natives 
to do the collecting for him. Rather, he 
collected and dried this tremendous as- 
semblage of plant material himself. In 
1886 the province of Yunnan in China, 
where Pere Delavay was working, was 
ravaged by bubonic plague. He fell vic- 
tim to the plague and never fully re- 
gained his health. In 1891 he left 
China for a well-earned holiday in 
Europe but in 1893 courageously re- 
turned to continue his work, collecting 
eight hundred more species during the 
last months of his life. 

Among his countless contributions is 
an iris named for him, /. Delavayi; in- 
troduced in 1895, this species grows in 
swampy areas in the province of 
Szechuan in western China. It grows to 
3 or 4 feet, similar to /. sibirica, but has 
broader leaves. Another difference is its 
standards, which extend at a 45° angle, 
rather than vertically as in /. sibirica. 
The original color of /. Delavayi was 
red-violet, but in plants raised from 
seeds there has been considerable vari- 
ation. This species grows best near pools 
or wherever there is abundant moisture; 
it flowers in June and July after the 
I. sibirica has finished. 

Iris names are so linked with the 
names of the plant hunters who first 





discovered them that a consideration of 
the one without the other would be in- 
complete. So I must mention two more 
great names that have been immortalized 
by plants named in their honor: Ernest 
Henry Wilson (1876-1930) and George 
Forrest (1873-1932). 

Wilson was born in Gloucestershire, 
England, studied botany at the Birming- 
ham Botanic Gardens and then joined 
the nursery of James Veitch as a plant 
collector. The story of his explorations 
and his plant discoveries in China is 
fascinating, but I shall mention only the 
iris that bears his name, /. Wilsoni, in- 
troduced in 1907 and a native of the 
provinces of Hupeh and Shensi. The 
blooms, borne on 2-foot stems, have 
pale cream standards, bright yellow style 
branches and pale yellow falls, slightly 
veined with brown. Its blooming season 
is May. This species and /. Forresti are 
the only yellow-flowered members of the 
sibirica subsection. 

Another species discovered by Wilson 
and later also by Forrest, one which is 
among the most beautiful of all the 
beardless species, is /. chrysographes, 
introduced in 1911 and a native of the 
province of Szechuan in southwestern 
China. The species name means “golden 
writing” and refers to the bloom’s in- 
tricate veining of gold on the rich red- 
violet or sometimes almost black 
background. Its habit is graceful and 
its flowers are exquisite, like velvet in- 
laid with gold. As in /. Delavayi, the 
standards are poised at a 45° angle. 

There are also varietal forms of 
I. chrysographes: one called NIGRA is 
almost pure black; another, RUBELLA, 
which is crimson, was discovered by 
another great plant hunter, Captain F. 
Kingdon Ward (1885- ), in south- 
west China; and there is yet another 
slightly different crimson form called 
DRAKE’s CRIMSON. I cannot think of a 
more lovely or unusual addition to the 
iris garden than J. chrysographes and its 
several varieties; and I am sure that if 
they were known more generally they 
could easily become one of the most 
popular of all the beardless iris. They 
bloom in May and, like others of the 
subsection, prefer a moist, cool situation 
in a soil rich in humus. 

The other great plant hunter is 
George Forrest, a Scotsman who was 
probably responsible for the introduc- 
tion of more plants than any other col- 
lector of his time. Employed as a plant 
hunter by the seed firm of Bulley, 
Forrest explored China, Burma and 
southeastern Tibet. He made seven ex- 
peditions to the province of Yunnan in 
China. By training natives to collect 
for him, he was able to extend the area 
of his operations; from Yunnan alone he 
collected some thirty thousand speci- 
mens, a tremendous contribution to the 
knowledge of the flora of that area. 
Though much of his work was with 
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rhododendrons and primulas, he also 
collected a tremendous variety of other 
plants. 

There is an iris named for George 
Forrest, /. Forresti, discovered on the 
Lichiang Range in northwest Yunnan 
province in China and introduced in 
1910. This is a tall, slender species with 
clear yellow flowers, sometimes lightly 
veined with purple or brown. The foli- 
age is narrow, having a glossy upper 
surface, and the stems rise above it to 
a height of 15 to 18 inches. J. Forresti 
is a native of alpine pastures with alti- 
tudes of from 12,000 to 13,000 feet; 
like its relatives, it wants abundant mois- 
ture and a soil rich in humus. /. Forresti 
is a sturdy grower and flowers freely in 
May along with J. chrysographes. 

Another Asiatic species is /. Clarkei, 
named for J. B. Clarke, who collected it 
in 1875. A native of the Himalayas, 
more particularly the neighborhood of 
Darjeeling and along the Tonglo ridge, 
1. Clarkei was introduced in 1892. This 
species differs from the other Asiatic 
members of the group in its solid rather 
than hollow stem. The flowers are of 
various shades of blue and red-purple, 
the standards extending almost hori- 
zontally, the falls drooping and variably 
marked. Like J. Delavayi, it blooms in 
May. 

While all the species mentioned above 
have come to us from other lands, there 
is one belonging to the sibirica subsec- 
tion that is native to eastern United 
States from Maine to the Carolinas, 
1. prismatica. It was introduced in 1814; 
its name evidently refers to the unusual, 
almost cubical shape of its seeds. Unlike 
other members of the sibirica group, it 
does not form dense mats of rhizomes 
but, rather, sends up scattered tufts of 
slender foliage. The stems are slim and 
wiry and not always straight, rising to 
only a foot or so. 

Probably many gardeners do not 
realize how much they owe to the 
courageous pioneer plant hunters, who 
risked their lives exploring uncharted 
regions to collect and send back to 
Europe the seeds or dried plant speci- 
mens they thought had _ horticultural 
merit—plants which today, because of 
the work of these pioneers, we may grow 
in our gardens. If you have never grown 
the delightful litthe members of the 
sibirica subsection, I suggest that you 
add some of them to your garden, 
thereby introducing new touches of 
color as well as the romance of plants 
that have come to you from far-flung, 
remote corners of the earth.® 


Rosalie Claire Tempest is an inveterate 
student of gardening. Among her spe- 
cial interests are irises, of which she has 
made a special study. She has a collec- 
tion of named iris varieties, as well as 
many other collector’s items in her gar- 
den in Salem, Oregon. 
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IRISES 


IN BLOOM FROM EARLY APRIL TO LATE JULY 
JUST THINK OF IT! 4 Solid Months of Colorful Iris Blooms 


Plant these irises this year and enjoy 4 solid months of colorful beauty in your 
garden year after year. All are hardy, permanent and easily grown with 
ordinary garden care. Top Quality Oregon-Grown Plants and Bulbs. 


for APRIL 
BLOOMING 


we offer our 

SPRING CAPER 
COLLECTION 
of Dwarf 
Bearded Iris 


TINY TREASURE—Dainty golden yellow. 
BLACK HAWK—Velvety black purple. 

RED ORCHID—Rich wine red. 

CREAM DELIGHT—New ivory self. Large flower. 
MACROCARPA—Earliest deep violet purple. 
LITTLE OCHRACEA—Cream and rose variegata. 
LOUISE STARKER—Reblooming pure white. 
VELVO—Velvety mahogany purple. 


ALL 8 SPRING BEAUTIES for....$3.00 


Catalog Value $5.40 


for MAY 
BLOOMING 
we offer our 


RAINBOW 1. ‘ 
of Giant ; 


Bearded Iris 


PINK FORMAL—New pink with tangerine beard. 
JANE PHILLIPS—Enormous frosty blue. 
PINNACLE—New white and yellow bicolor. 
SUNSET BLAZE—Huge reddish copper blend. 
BLUE SHIMMER—Ruffled white edged blue. 
PAGEANTRY—Immense new buff and garnet 
and variegata. 

RED MAJESTY—One of the best new reds. 
DAWN REFLECTION—Ivory white trimmed rose 


red 
SHARON KAY —Loveliest orchid pink. 
OLA KALA—Deep golden yellow. Highest 


award winner. 
ALL 10 HANDSOME GIANTS for $5.95 
Catalog Value $10.50 





for JUNE 
BLOOMING 


we offer our 
GIANT DUTCH 
IRIS 
of recent 
introduction 
es 
Easily grown anywhere and unsurpassed as 
cut flowers. 
PRIDE OF HOLLAND—Finest new golden yel- 
low. Large ruffled flowers. 
KING MAUVE—Violet mauve or near orchid. 


Beautiful variety. 
PANAMINT—Gigoantic cream and gold. Very 


early. 
BLUE RIBBON—Velvety royal bive. Large plant 
and flower. 
LE MOGOL—Distinctive copper brown self. 
WHITE PERFECTION—Finest pure white. 


3 BULBS OF EACH VARIETY ,.;i,, $2.50 





for JULY 
BLOOMING 


we offer our 
ORIENTAL 
COLLECTION 

of gorgeous 

Japanese Iris ‘ 


These huge flowers up to dinner-plate size come 
in colors ranging from light orchid pink to 
deepest crimson, sky blues to deepest blues, 
purest lavender to darkest purple. Also pure 
white and whites with colored veins or borders. 
Bloom after the bearded iris are past. 


6 HEAVY CLUMPS 


All Different 


$3.95 


SPECIAL PRICE FOR ALL 4 COLLECTIONS (Catalog value $23.50). . $12.95 


LABELED AND POSTPAID 


Wilts, Mare Gardens 


Box 38-F7 
Boring, 
Oregon 












































~ BULBS FROM HOLLAND 


Ask for our color-illustrated de- 

scriptive catalogue with prices, 

offering hundreds of varieties of 
TULIPS — DAFFODILS — HYACINTHS — CROCUS 
LILIES — AMARYLLIS — MISCELLANEOUS BULBS 


We have customers growing our bulbs since 


1918 - 1958 


1918 when we started advertising in Flower Grower. 


All bulbs delivered, duty and 
freight paid to destination 


J. HEEMSKERK. </o P. Von Deursen, SASSENHEIM - HOLLAND 




















FLOWER GROWER, The Home Garden Magazine, July 1958 


to be convinced that the flowers in the arrangements at 
right are not fresh. Yet the majority of them have been 
dried by the modern method of burying them in a mixture 
of borax and sand. Others were dried by the well-known 
and very simple hanging method. 

These bouquets are a far cry from the uninspired con- 
glomerations of forlorn weeds and seed pods that our fore- 
bears placed, without artistry, in vases and called parlor 
bouquets. 

The “secret” of success is not so profound that it can- 
not be shared with, and understood by, all who have the 
desire to preserve flowers. Dried arrangements do not have 
to resemble overstuffed pincushions. Why make a beauti- 
fully preserved flower lose its identity by crowding it among 
less auspicious neighbors? In my current collection of dried 
arrangements one, done in the formal eighteenth century 
manner in a Grecian urn, contains a galaxy of flowers and 
a symphony of color harmonies, yet it does not give me 
as much satisfaction or pleasure as a simpler arrangement 
of three roses and two branches of beech leaves in an 
alabaster bowl. 


T TAKES A SECOND LOOK, a very close inspection in fact, 


Borax-and-Sand Method of Drying 


Daffodils, dahlias, azaleas, hollyhocks and dogwoods are 
less familiar subjects among dried flowers. However, none 
of their beautiful form is lost when flowers are dried in a 
borax-sand mixture. Marigolds, pansies, zinnias and Queen 
Annes lace are just a few more of the flowers which dry 
nicely by this method. The list of possibilities is limited 
only by your inquisitiveness. 

I recommend the proportions of two-thirds powdered 
laundry borax to one-third dry, sifted sand. Four pounds 
of borax thoroughly blended with 3% cups of sand will 
make enough mixture to fill a drying box measuring ap- 
proximately 16 by 11 inches and 4 inches deep. This is a 
standard grocery-packing size. The mixture can be used 
year after year. Before placing your flowers in the drying 
box there are a few preparations to be made. 


Hanging Method of Drying 


Flowers which can be satisfactorily dried by the simple 
hanging method are limited to the everlastings (helichrysum, 
gomphrena and limonium, for instance) and to those 
flowers whose florets are so tiny and closely spaced as to 
preclude sacrifice of form after shrinkage. Among these 
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Summer’s bounty preserved — 
for winter enjoyment 


by ELEANOR R. BOLTON 


are goldenrod and Salvia farinacea. Larkspur, hydrangea, 
rose and many others are frequently dried in this manner 
with no loss of color. 

Any convenient area which can be kept dry, dark and 
well ventilated will serve as a drying room. A seldom-used 
closet is adequate for average quantities and an attic is 
ideal if the requirements are met. Basement areas are to 
be avoided because of dampness. 

Limit bunches to a dozen stems or less, depending upon 
flower size. Bind the stem ends together with pipe cleaners, 
which can be re-used. Leave sufficient length of pipe 
cleaner to fasten each bunch to the drying line. Wire 
clothes hangers will hold several bunches of flowers and 
save space on the line. It is easy to determine when the 
flowers are dry since they are always visible. Drying time 
will vary from one to two weeks depending on the type of 
flowers, temperature and amount of air circulation. 


Preparing Flowers for Drying 


Be sure that every flower to be dried is at its peak of 
perfection. Once past its prime a flower will not be pretty 
when dry. It must also be blemish-free and free of insects. 
All surface moisture must be removed from petals and 
stems. 

Most flowers may be dried with their natural stems. 
However, some flowers such as hollyhock require the addi- 
tion of a wire stem since they have none of their own. 
Actually, I prefer to substitute wires for the stems of nearly 
all flowers before I dry them (roses excepted) because this 
has several advantages; placement in the drying box is 
simplified when the wire stem can be bent at the flower’s 
neck, and graceful curves and low-nodding positions in 
arrangements are more easily accomplished. When wires 
are neatly wrapped with rubberized corsage tape, the false 
stem is seldom detected. With some clustered flowers like 
dogwood and azalea, I remove the flowers from their main 
stems and wire each separately. After they are dry I re- 
assemble them to approximate their original character, 
binding them with corsage tape to a heavier wire stem. 

A substitute stem can be easily made. Remove all but 
Y% inch of natural stem from each flower. Select a coarse 
18-gauge wire for very heavy flower heads such as dahlias 
and gloriosa daisies; a medium 26-gauge wire for average- 
sized flowers like zinnia and Queen Annes lace; the thread- 
like 32-gauge wire for fragile flowers like violet, azalea and 
pansy. Your florist can usually supply you with these wires 
in 18-inch lengths. The wire can be cut to any length and 
an extension added later if needed. To make the artificial 
stem, bend one end of the wire to form a short hook which 
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A crescent bouquet of native azalea dried in borax and sand. 
Foliage is galax and Juliana barberry preserved in glycerine. 


will resemble a hairpin. The hook should be from “4 to % 
inch long depending upon the size and weight of the flower. 
With the flower facing you, insert the straight end of the 
wire into its center and pull it through to the back until 
the hook imbeds itself in the flower’s calyx and becomes 
invisible. Do not cover the wire with tape until you are 
ready to arrange or store the flowers. 

Having removed the leaves from the flower stems, you 
must find substitutes for your arrangements. Many kinds 
are readily available and infinite variety is possible. When 
selecting foliage, keep in mind the various ways in which 
you will use it. As in arrangements of living flowers, foli- 
age can contribute to line, background, color contrast or 
texture. Single leaves, leafy branches, ferns, narrow and 
broad-leaved evergreens, grasses, seed pods and berried 
branches are a few possibilities. 


The Drying Box 


The drying box may be any size. A 16 by 11 by 4-inch 
box will accommodate twelve to fifteen flowers of average 
size. A %4-inch layer of borax-sand mixture is first spread 
over the bottom of the box. Place the flowers face up by 
bending the wires at their necks. Arrange stems in even 
rows with all wires running in the same direction. Then, 
using fingers or a small cup, carefully dribble borax 
mixture around, beneath, and between the flower petals 
until the entire flower is well filled and covered. Dis- 
placement of petals will result in a distorted, dried 
flower, so this operation should not be done hastily. 
A label should immediately be placed at the stem end 
of the box stating the kind of flower that is [SEE PaGE 46] 









Bells-of-Ireland and white zinnias dried in borax and sand. 
The magnolia leaves in background were preserved in glycerine, 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY AL BUQUOR 
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Zinnias, larkspur, Queen Annes lace dried in borax and sand. 
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6 good ways to use day-lilies 


Sih tae 
BE 


PY With sketches taken from his garden notebook, 


John Burton Brimer suggests how to 


landscape with day-lilies for exciting effects 


Dramatic color effects— 
Use light-colored day- 
lilies by a dark house, 
fence or evergreens} 
ieep-toned varieties 





acainae +oh harplorninda 
against light background: 
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Use them for accent— 

Plant beside entrances, 

by steps, in planters and 
in front of large windows. 
Edge with carpet of 


Sweet-alyssum or lobeliae 
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For news of lavender day-lilies turn page 
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1arrow=-t 0o-do-any-= 
thing-with places 
between walk and 
louse, driveway 
fence and other 
problem spots. By 
varying the heights 
and blooming date: 
the area will be of 
interest over 
season and wil 
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DRAWING FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSF 


Years of untiring work, mountains of 


patience, highly developed skills go into 


the creation of a flower in a new color like 


The exciting 
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lavender day-lilies 


by ALVHILD V. HOLMES 


HE MAJORITY of growers, hy- 
f bridizers and gardeners across the 

nation enthusiastically applaud 
the new lavender day-lilies as the most 
exciting color break in years. How- 
ever, a few flatly contend that “there 
is no such thing as a pure lavender 
day-lily.” 

Opinions differ as to what consti- 
tutes a pure lavender, for there are 
many varying shades of lavender, just 
as there are many different shades of 
any other color. However, the ex- 
quisite new day-lilies in this color 
range, whether they are pure lavenders 
or not, are breathtaking in their 
beauty. 

Developing a new color is usually a 
slow and gradual process, representing 
many years of untiring work as well 
as considerable patience and skill on 
the part of the hybridizers. At first 
the variation may be so slight as to be 
almost imperceptible. In producing 
the very first lavender day-lilies, 
hybridizers worked in most part by 
crossing purples and pinks. Eventually 
their efforts were rewarded by a prom- 
ising seedling—pink with a faint trace 
of lavender. This was again crossed 
with a purple and years later an even 
more promising seedling was born. 
After that it was a matter of recrossing 
seedlings. 

If some of our most exquisite laven- 
der day-lilies appear a bit high priced, 
we must remember the many years of 
work that were required to produce 
them, and the many hundreds, even 
thousands, of seedlings that had to be 
discarded before one variety was de- 
veloped that was good enough to be 


named, registered and introduced on 
the market. 

LAVENDER Lass, one of Mrs. 
Thomas J. Nesmith’s early color 
breaks toward lavender, was intro- 
duced in 1952. It was described as 
“Empire rose shading into a deeper 
tone and eyed with Persian lilac .. . 
giving a very lavender-pink effect in 
the garden.” 

Since that time Mrs. Nesmith has 
been breeding extensively for laven- 
ders, using LAVENDER Lass as one of 
the parents. The following exquisite 
1958 introductions are all children of 
LAVENDER Lass: 

LAVENDER Lyric: An open, flaring 
flower of unusual coloring—rosy lav- 
ender with a slightly deeper halo 
shading down to a cool green cup. 
Height 40 inches. 

SHADOWBROOK: A deep rosy purple 
with ruffled petals and a midrib of 
rosy lavender, giving the effect of a 
very rich lavender-purple. Height 39 
inches. 

CarE FREE: A large flower of deep 
rosy lavender with a light lemon- 
yellow midrib on the petals. The 
sepals are a blend of rose and lemon 
with a ruffled border of deep rosy 
lavender. It has a light lemon- 
chartreuse throat. Height 40 inches. 

IpLe Hour: A lovely lavender-pink 
of clean, clear coloring with a very 
long season of bloom. A flower of a 
new color, having lavender petals and 
sepals with a rosy halo above the light 
green cup. Height 39 inches. 

Other exceptionally fine children of 
LAVENDER Lass which were introduced 
by Mrs. Nesmith last year are: 


AR \ 


Fortunes Favor: A full, recurving, 
6-inch flower with ruffled petals. Its 
coloring is a rich, glowing lavender- 
purple. It flowers during the day, has 
an extended season of bloom and re- 
flowers late in the summer. 

LAVENDER Mist: A full 6-inch 
flower of light lavender with a slightly 
deeper halo above the cool chartreuse 
cup. It blooms during the day and has 
an extended period of bloom. Height 
39 inches. 

HIDDEN HEAakrT, introduced in 1956, 
is another distinctive and delightful 
offspring of LAVENDER Lass. It is a 
large, ruffled, light-lavender flower of 
ethereal beauty. Its deeper halo of 
rosy lavender shades down to a cool 
green throat. 

ADELAIDE NIELAND, introduced by 
Mrs. Bright Taylor, is a ruffled flower 
of medium size. The flower color is 
close to Persian lilac and does not 
fade in the sun. Its [SEE PAGE 48] 











Start these plants from seed 


now for flowers next year 


HILE MANY GARDENERS may be 
\\) somewhat fuzzy about what a 

biennial is and what its life 
cycle is, all of us know and love the 
pansy, one of the most popular ex- 
amples of a biennial. Other biennials, 
some so-so with gardeners, others 
nearly as popular as the pansy, include 
Iceland poppy (Papaver nudicaule), 
foxglove (Digitalis purpurea), sweet 
William (Dianthus barbatus), Canter- 
bury bells (Campanula medium), 
English daisy (Bellis perennis), forget- 
me-not (Myosotis dissitiflora), and 
hollyhock (Althea rosea). All of these 
are shown at the right in a drawing 
by Allianora Rosse. Other biennials 
include sweet rocket (Hesperis mat- 
ronalis), the purple mullein (Verbas- 
cum phoeniceum), most violas (Viola 
cornuta), wallflower (Erysimum as- 
perum and Cheiranthus cheiri). 

As to definitions: a biennial falls 
between an annual plant, which is one 
that normally grows from seed, flowers 
and dies, all in one growing season, 
and a perennial, which is supposed to 
last indefinitely in the garden. A bi- 
ennial’s life cycle is a two-year affair: 
seed is started in spring or summer; 
the resulting seedlings make vegetative 
growth but do not flower until the 
following spring or summer, after 
which they die or decline to the point 
where their space is better occupied by 
annuals or late-flowering perennials 
such as chrysanthemums. However, 
as most gardeners know, many bien- 
nials such as hollyhocks often live 
longer than through two seasons. 

There seems to be some difference 
of opinion as to the best time to start 
biennials from seed. Many midwestern 
authorities recommend late spring, 
saying that July and August are too 
hot and dry for the seedlings to germi- 
nate and grow well. No matter where 
you live, the main point to remember 
when growing biennials from seed is 
that they must be of some size by fall 
to be able to survive cold winters and 
to bloom the following year. On the 
other hand, plants started too early 
often are too soft to satisfactorily sur- 
vive cold, wet winters and rot. This 
year in my Long Island garden I 
planted Canterbury bells in May, with 
the idea that I would experiment with 


gibberellic acid and see if it would 
speed up flowering, forcing the plants 
to behave more as annuals. (This is 
only an experiment: who wants Can- 
terbury bells to bloom in the fall?) 
My own awareness of the special 
beauty possessed by many of the bi- 
ennials was heightened last spring 
when visitors passed by magnificent 
clumps of delphinium in full bloom to 
reach a few plants of Canterbury bells 
which excited them far more.—M.J.D. 


DRAWING FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


35 









































































































as 














































































HYBRIDIZE YOUR GARDEN FLOWERS 
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A dash of pollen, 
a sticky stigma 
and presto—seed 


by ALEITA H. SCOTT 


to breed flowering plants. Food and drink in the 

form of pollen and nectar induce insects to do the 
work. Even though bees do not know what they are doing, 
the job gets done. 

A new element now enters Nature’s plan— intelligence 
on the part of the breeder or pollinating agent. This 
began at the time of the Romans, or even earlier among 
the Chinese, when someone found that shaking the pollen 
of a flower upon the open face of another would produce 
seed-yielding plants that bore flowers different from either 
parent. Homo sapiens, with his intelligence, is Nature’s 
new tool—one step ahead of the bee. A step with a seven 
league boot! 

The Great Architect has a simple plan upon which the 
flower is built. Although Nature plays the tune with many 
variations, the theme is the same. There is the stamen 
with its pollen-bearing anther (male) and the bottle- 
shaped pistil (female) which holds the ovules or egg cells 
—the seed-that-is-to-be. The stigma, at the top of the 
pistil, has a sticky receiving surface where the pollen 
grains are deposited by wind, insects or man and sprout 
and grow into pollen threads or tubes. These tubes grow 
through the neck of the bottle, called -the style, into the 
ovary. 

The male reproductive cell is formed at the end of the 
pollen tube. One male cell fuses with an egg cell and 
from this union the seed, which contains the embryo, 
develops. 

In the flower, the pistil may be single or compound. 
Stamens and pistils are usually found in the same flower 
on most kinds of plants but they may be in different 
flowers on the same plant, as in corn, or on two different 
plants, as in holly which has male and female plants. 

Your job, as breeder, is to select the parents and bring 
the pollen of one to the stigma of the other. 

The thrilling adventure of producing something new and 
better is always offered the breeder. More and more 
amateurs are finding this out. The necessary knowledge is 
available in books. Practical Plant Breeding by W. J. C. 
Lawrence is particularly helpful. (Published by George 
Allen and Unwin Ltd., London and available from The 
Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
$2.00.) If you are interested in chrysanthemums consult 
The Breeder's Handbook by Ernest L. Scott. Copies are 
available for $1.50 from the National Chrysanthemum So- 
ciety, Incorporated, Miss Dorothy P. Tuthill, Secretary, 
345 Milton Road, Rye, New York. 


N'e* PLAN has been to use insects or the wind 








PS A 


SS SO a 


Gladiolus, iris or day-lilies are suggested as plants to 
start with. Stamens and pistils are large, the pollen is plenti- 
ful, the seedlings are easily grown and they bloom the 
second year. It is foolish to start with daffodils or orchids, 
which take five to seven years to bloom. 

The unfurling of the flower petals is the invitation to the 
bee and the signal that the flower is ready for pollination. 
To prevent chance pollination by insects, the bud may be 
bagged in waxed paper just before opening. 

When the petals are large, they may be cut off at the base 
as the flower begins to open but care should be taken to 
avoid injuring the stamens and pistils. When the petals 
have been removed there is little left to attract insects and 
their foothold is gone. The pollen parent may be cut to 
open indoors. Cut the stalk just before the blooms start to 
open. In this way contamination with foreign pollen 
is prevented and there will be more pollen with which to 
work. 

The stigma is receptive when a sticky secretion appears 
on its surface. This is the time to pollinate. Since the 
pollen holds its life a long time, it is good to pollinate as 
soon as the flower opens; the pollen will then be there when 
the stigma becomes receptive. Dust the pollen on gently 
to prevent injury. Repeated pollinations on successive days 
with pollen of the same cross helps to insure success. 

Avoid self-pollination by “emasculating” the flower of 
the seed parent—tthis means removing the stamens. Do this 
before the anthers open, however, for otherwise the pollen 
may fall or blow upon the stigma as you handle the 
stamens. ‘ 

Most flowers have plentiful supplies of pollen but some- 
times it is not easy to find. Slitting the anthers in iris some- 
times reveals unsuspected pollen. The anthers of the 
Africap-violet must be cut open with a razor blade to 
obtain the pollen. Highly bred varieties may have no 
pollen and only the disk flowers in chrysanthemums and 
dahlias carry pollen. When working with these, watch 
the bloom as it matures and collect the pollen as it appears. 
Pollen may be stored in the refrigerator between waxed 
paper at 40° to 50°. 

The temperature and time of day are important when 
pollinating but this varies with the flower. For gladiolus, it 
is said, before 9 A.M. and after 6 P.M. on a sunny day is 
best. The time is unimportant with iris so long as the day 
is fair and still. With chrysanthemums, a warm, sunny day 
is needed. Camellias are said to need 65° to 70° for the 
pollination to take. 

What is a good cross? Experience alone gives the answer 
to this question. Some varieties will always make better 
parents than others; some will be found sterile, and some 
crosses will not take. 

Camel’s hair brushes were once thought best for trans- 
ferring pollen but they must be dipped in alcohol between 
different crosses and the alcohol is slow to evaporate from 
the inside of the brush. Fingers may be used but locking 
forceps work much better and their use prevents contami- 
nation from soiled fingers. My favorite tool is a locking 
hemostat, a surgical instrument somewhat like scissors but 
without cutting edges and with blunt tips. When the 
stamen is seized between the tips the handle can be locked. 

Binocular lenses are excellent when working with small 
flowers. Mounted and worn like eyeglasses, [SEE PAGE 50] 
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Royal, cinnamon and interrupted ferns are background for maidenhair and Boott’s ferns in a Morristown, N. J., garden. 


Landscape with } i) 


for unusual foliage, cool and green 


BERNARD T. BRIDGERS describes 
the life cycle of a fern from spore to plant 
T HE FERNS are one of our most interesting groups of 

plants. They are found from the tropics to the 
temperate zone, exhibiting a wide range of variability and 
offering a significant source of material for the landscape 
gardener. 

Upon close examination the gardener will find a specific 
fern which fits most any spot in his landscape. Indeed, 
variation in the growth habit of ferns is pronounced. AI- 
though some species may be only a few inches high, cer- 
tain tropical forms, the tree ferns, may reach a height of 
more than 50 feet. Their natural habitats are equally 
varied. It is true that most ferns are terrestrial (as most 


gardeners know, this means that the plant grows in the 
soil). Nevertheless, some epiphytic forms (plants which 
grow on other plants but which are not parasitic, deriving 
the moisture for their development chiefly from the air) 
are common, and there are some that are truly aquatic. 
Another very significant fact is that the environmental 
requirements of ferns range from a location of very moist 
soil and dense shade to a relatively dry, sunny location. 
Ferns are noted for their conspicuous and characteristic 
foliage. Leaves may be simple and small, but more often 
they are of the compound type; that is, the leaf is divided 
into leaflets developed from a common petiole. Such 
leaves may be quite large. Some forms have leaflets di- 
vided and greatly dissected, offering a unique appearance 
when used as specimen plantings or among shrubs. Not 
to be forgotten is the fact that the gardener may select 





species which are evergreen, an invaluable quality for a 
winter’s landscape. 

There are also other interesting characteristics. The 
developing leaves in spring may show a strongly coiled 
appearance. At this stage they are frequently called 
fiddleheads. One later observes the rapid uncoiling and, 
overnight, the expanding of the leaf. The coiled condition 
(circinate vernation is the scientific term for it) is due to 
the fact that in the early stages of leaf formation the cells 
on one side of the young petiole enlarge to a greater size 
than those on the opposite side. Upon further develop- 
ment the rapidity of enlargement of these smaller cells 
causes the leaf to suddenly begin to uncoil. Thus the 
expanded leaf is formed. It is also of interest that the 
fiddleheads of some species are edible and are even con- 
sidered a delicacy; of even greater significance, perhaps, is 
the fact that some species are not edible, being quite 
poisonous. 

Ferns do not produce typical flowers, and this is one 
reason why they are placed in the division of the plant 
kingdom known as the pteridophyta, the division just 
below that of the flowering plants. Instead of forming 
flowers, fruits and seeds, ferns characteristically produce 
spores. These microscopic bodies are enclosed in a 
chamber called the sporangium. Numerous sporangia may 
be formed in individual clusters on the leaves, frequently 
giving a rustlike appearance to the leaves. These spores 
are involved in reproduction, but their significance was not 
learned until the middle of the 19th century. Before this 
period they were believed to have certain magical qualities; 
some thought they would even render their fortunate owner 
invisible. 

The spores, or dustlike particles, and the subsequent 
development from them, bring out another spectacular 
feature of the ferns: their two alternating phases of exist- 
ence, both of which are free and independent. One of 
these phases is the fern plant itself; the other phase, the 
development which takes place from the spore, reveals the 
sex life of the fern. The latter phase usually passes un- 
noticed in nature. 

The reader is now invited to follow this latter phase, 
truly an excursion in growth and development through 
which is revealed the significance of the spores. One now 
finds oneself in the woodlands in the vicinity of luxuriant 
ferns. The spores have matured. They are shed and fall 
upon moist soil. At this location one stops to observe 
the following story. 

The spore germinates—one might think of it as a germi- 
nating seed—and a short filament of a very few cells is 
formed. A rhizoid (a rootlike structure) develops from 
one of the cells and penetrates the soil. With further 
growth and cell division a somewhat flat, platelike body 
known as the prothallium is revealed. The prothallium 
of many ferns is heart-shaped. It is a very thin plate of 
only a few cells in thickness, and its maximum size is 
usually never more than % inch across. The prothallium 
is green in color and is able to manufacture its own food. 
As far as this ability to produce its own food is concerned, 
it behaves just like the nearby oaks and beeches and the 
small shrubs; it, too, is free-living and independent. 

Upon the undersurface of the prothallium, sex organs— 
the antheridium (male) and the archegonium (female)— 
are produced. These are also microscopic. Many sperms 
are formed in the antheridium, and a typical egg cell is 
formed in the archegonium. Upon maturity the sperms 
leave the antheridium and, if there is sufficient moisture, 
swim to the archegonium, attracted by a chemical sub- 
stance secreted by the archegonium. Thus [SEE PaGE 64] 


7 ferns for your garden—all 
easy to grow, lovely to look at 


quently 
feet, is best adapted to rocky areas of rich 
woods. Its membranous leaves exhibit a 
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Japanese iris 


are mot hard 
to grow 


by W. F. SCOTT, Jr. 


SK THE BEST GARDENER YOU KNOW to tell you about 

A the Japanese iris. Very likely you'll draw a com- 

plete blank. Here is a real “stopper,” a flower which 

will leave visitors gasping; not one gardener in five can tell 
you much about it. 

Why has so spectacular a plant been so neglected? 
There are a number of reasons, none of them very sound. 
To grow any plant well, you must first know it; very few 
people know the Japanese iris. It is a completely mis- 
understood plant. 

In 1930 George M. Reed of the Brooklyn Botanic Gar- 
den made a trip to Japan to study these iris. Upon his 
return he reported his discoveries in several publications, 
and there immediately arose a great demand for these 
strange and lovely plants. They were something new to 
American gardeners. Actually, they were far from new. 
The Japanese plant breeders had been working with them 
for several generations and had brought them to a high 
state of perfection when Mr. Reed hunted them out and 
reported on them. During the early 1930’s great quantities 
of the plants were imported from Japan. 


Culture misunderstood 


But in the 1930’s American gardeners did not know how 
to grow Japanese iris. Few bothered to ask questions. 
The result was that the Japanese iris fell into poor repute. 
Slowly they disappeared from catalogs and from gardens. 
Today only a few catalogs carry listings of them at all, 
and just two important iris growers list the vastly improved 
new varieties. 

Are the Japanese iris really difficult to grow? Why all 
the confusion and misunderstanding? There are several 
reasons: ; 

During the early 1930’s when great quantities of the 
plants were being imported, anything resembling a distinct 
variety was given a name; seedlings were grown in vast 
numbers and indiscriminately named. Thus the no- 
menclature of the Japanese iris became almost hopelessly 
confused. 

American gardeners believed that the Japanese iris were 
water plants and thus planted them in water. This was an 
error. Two important species native to Japan were com- 
bined several hundred years ago to create these lovely 
plants. One of these species is a water-lover. The other, 
though resembling its partner, is not at all water-loving. 
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Tall, colorful Japanese iris are an asset to any garden. 
Unfortunately, the hybrids got tagged with the reputation 
of being water-lovers. The Japanese grow these plants in 
sunken beds which are flooded in the spring. Most visitors 
see them at that time, so word got around that they must 
be grown in water. Actually their water requirements are 
quite modest. Thus many of the Japanese iris which were 
planted in water by American gardeners perished, though 
those having a heavy dosage of the water-loving ancestor 
survived. 

Culture actually easy 

The culture of Japanese iris is really not at all difficult. 
There are a few requirements which must be met, but they 
are no more rigorous than those for azaleas. Japanese iris 
will not tolerate an alkaline soil, they require a great deal 
of water in the spring, and they are heavy feeders. Observe 
these few things and your Japanese iris will prosper; ignore 
any one of them and you will be disappointed. 

When you have decided that you just must have a few 
of these beautiful plants, determine where you will place 
them. In the North they want full sun all day. The farther 
South they are planted, the more shade they will tolerate. 
The bed must be kept quite soggy in the spring, but if 
you do not have a ready-made bog location, you can take 
care of this requirement by heavy watering right around 
the plants during the spring growing period. You must 
keep the plants good and wet until they bloom. After 





that, they will get along with normal 
moisture. 

Once the location of the bed has 
been determined, the soil must be 
prepared. Test it, or have it tested, 
for alkalinity. The range of tolerance 
of Japanese iris is between pH 6 and 
pH 7. Alkalinity greater than pH 7 
will cause trouble. It can usually be 
detected in time by a yellowing of the 
leaves. Do not forget that many local 
water supplies are quite alkaline. If 
yours is alkaline, you must maintain 
the proper acidity in your bed by light 
applications of aluminum sulfate. 


The deluxe treatment 


There is a right way to prepare the 
bed for your Japanese iris, but it is a 
little troublesome. For gardeners who 


WALTER MARX 


A double Japanese iris is a spectacular 
flower. Its 10-inch blooms range in 
color from pure white to rich purple. 


want the best possible results, here it 
is. The more closely you follow the 
instructions, the better will be the 
results. Though Japanese iris are not 
hard to grow, they do require some 
special care. But so do roses, camel- 
lias and delphiniums, and yet millions 
of gardeners continue to grow them. 

Dig out the bed to a depth of 6 or 
8 inches. Refill the excavation with 
a mixture of equal parts of well-rotted 
manure, peat moss and spent hops. 
(Spent hops are a brewery by-product; 
if you cannot buy them easily, use 
well-rotted compost instead.) Mix in 
a commercial fertilizer of the sort sold 
for azaleas and rhododendrons. Bal- 
ance the acidity (if necessary) with 
aluminum sulfate. 


The lazy man’s treatment 


If you don’t want to go to all that 
trouble, you don’t have to. Observe 


three essentials—(1) lots of water in 
the spring, (2) a soil pH between 6 
and 7, (3) heavy feeding—and your 
Japanese iris will grow and bloom. 
But the closer you come to ideal con- 
ditions, the better the results will be. 


Where to buy 


Several large nurseries list Japanese 
iris in their catalogs. Generally they 
are called “Kaempferi iris” in the in- 
dex. These plants are the survivors of 
the great flood of importations of the 
1930’s and therefore fairly rugged in- 
dividuals. Only two plant breeders— 
Walter Marx of Boring, Oregon, and 
W. A. Payne of Terre Haute, Indiana 
—have specialized in the improvement 
of Japanese iris during the past two 
decades. Mr. Marx issues a general 
catalog which lists his varieties. Mr. 
Payne is strictly a plant breeder. He 
does have a small catalog of his newest 
creations, but they are priced for the 
specialist rather than the general gar- 
dener. Mr. Payne’s varieties which 
are available in sufficient quantity to 
be reasonable in price may be pur- 
chased from lEdenwald Gardens, 
Vincennes, Indiana. 


When and how to plant 


The best time to plant Japanese iris 
is in early fall. Actually, with proper 
care you can plant any time, but be- 
tween the end of bloom and the first of 
September is the best time. 

Plant Japanese iris deeper than you 
would other iris. The slender rhizomes 
should be covered with about 2 inches 
of soil. Water them very well after 
planting and keep the bed moist until 
they are established. 

Japanese iris should be heavily 
mulched during the first winter. Do 
not use wheat straw or oat straw. 
This is important, because Japanese 
iris are susceptible to one of the wheat 
rusts which is difficult to control. 
Ground corncobs are an excellent 
mulch. 


When to feed 


Feed in the fall. Do not feed in 
the spring. Well-rotted manure is 
best; it may be applied heavily. Japa- 
nese iris are very heavy feeders, and 
you must replenish their food supply 
each fall or size and quality of bloom 
will quickly diminish. If you dislike 
the use of manure, then any of the 
balanced commercial fertilizers will be 
satisfactory. 


Blossom time 


Your Japanese iris will bloom about 
two weeks after the last bloom on your 
tall bearded iris. There are both early- 





DAYLILY 


EVERBLOOMING Wideyed & Wonder, Gold 
Strike, Pink Damask, Pink Glaze, Mallow, 
Ruffled Pinafore. 

Choose any 3 for $1900 


TEXAS SPECIAL— Chosen for the South 
Aria e Cradle Song § © Fond Caress 
Capri e@ Garnet Robe © Jewel Russell 
Cosette Mme Butterfly © Painted Lady 
@ Madrigal eo SalmonSheen © Show Girl 
NEW ENGLAND SPECIAL— for the North 
@ Black Magic Flamboyant e Colonial Dame 
Evelyn Claar e Griselle @ Little Cherub 
Ivory Chalice @ Howdy Pink Spode 
@ Potentate Valiant e Windsor Tan 
Any 6 from these 2 collections for $5.00 
Plants marked @ grow almost anywhere. 
BEGINNERS BARGAIN—5 diff. dayiilies for 
$1.00 or 12 for $2.00 including pink, red, 
eyed, lemon. 


TOM CRAIG 


RR4—Box 315 Escondido, Calif. 








See Classified ads under Daylilies & Iris 
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expecting an order? 


Youll get it quicker if your 


postal zone number is on the 
order blanks, return envelopes, 


letterheads. 


The Post Office has divided 106 
cities into postal delivery zones 
to speed mail delivery. Be sure 
to include zone number when 
writing to these cities; be sure 
to include your zone number 
in your return address — after 


the city, before the state, 











and late-blooming varieties. With a 
More and More Gardeners Are Learning Every Day That ty ig Raggy ape sy aaa 
ba i) ‘ . . ve ‘ y ‘i . ‘ r C le ee 3. 

WARE’S Lilies Do Give More Real Garden Value. The modern Japanese iris will grow 
SEND FOR THIS 1958 SPECIAL . . . ORDER TODAY! 4 feet = = we a be 
as much as 10 inches across. e tex- 

1958 ANNUAL LILY COLLECTION ae Pe 7 geval apy Suc 
Seven gorgeous lily varieties, one bulb of each, every variety packed eee: nigra gihongie ad eo 
separately and labeled—all fresh-dug, Oregon-grown. Delightful Au- wide—from pure white through the 
relian “Limelight”; chalice type “Garden Gold”; two DeGraaff. Hybrids, blues to the purples. The darkest are 
“Sunburst” and huge “Olympic”; pastel “Chehalem” Hybrid; sparkling rich red-purples and inky blue-purples. 
a el Speciosum and — -~y —, rege omg $2.35 Frequently they have a startling yellow 
OCTOBER a variety outstandingly good. Seven bulbs, 8 signal patch. In form the flowers are 
EXTRA SPECIAL! two of ies above (14 bulbs) only $15.55 Postpaid quite different from other iris. They 


a neenh tinniiin ‘ idan have three petals and three sepals, but 
or » sent in at once for either of the scp are arrance : ‘ ' enla 
EARLY above $8.35 or $15.55 Specials, we will mail you also, _ “ye Pecconge 4 ms . oad circle, 
ORDER absolutely FREE, one bulb of DeGraaff’s new 1958 Nov- maxing a huge display Of Color. 
BONUS elty Lily, “EMERALD,” a pure, cool, emerald green, a : 
truly startling beauty, cataloged at $1.95 each. After-bloom care 
THE WORLD’S FINEST LILY CATALOG 


48 pages Lari illustrated in color, over 200 fascinating , aig Though Japanese iris require a great 
varieties of lilies, many new for '58, also 12 kinds of Hardy é >< 7 rate af > ; 2 
Cyclamen and special lily food. Truly, it’s a cultural hand- o- deal of water before blooming, they 


book, invaluable to every real gardener. To obtain the \ can be allowed to dry out afterwards. 
catalog ONLY, please be sure to send 25c coin or stamps. fi ‘ : ; : ee . A sf i. 
(Catalog FREE with above SPECIAL.) , a. As long as your normal rainfall is 


i ‘a somewhere near 30 inches per year, 
° “fe W > they will need no additional moisture 
y) OMMMMHE E Mae a Mes 2 until the following spring. 


BOX F * CANBY, OREGON Lily Specialists Since 1927 “EMERALD” 
Try them! 





Japanese iris are unusual flowers. 
They are “stoppers,” sure to create a 
POKON PLANTFOOD FROM HOLLAND i great deal of visitor comment. Try a 


Pokon balanced plantfood J. Spoutz, African few of them. They truly are easy to 

Wc special Dutch composition Violet Green houses, grow if you do not forget their three 

gives the brightest plants. 24365Moravian Drive, essential requirements: lots of water in 

. r4 Fraser (Mich.) Davis Violet House, 2113 ‘ : 3 : 

Pokon is 100%» soluble south Ave., Middleton (Wisc.) G.J. Zwiep, the spring: a soil rich in humus with 

no risk of burning 4106 Goebel Ave., Palo Alto (Calif.) If 

If not available in your favour- distributors like to join us, please contact 
ite store, please write to: Pokon-Naarden, Holland. 


IN UNITS FOR ONE QUART POKON SO SIMPLE AND SAFE 





TO SPRINKLE 
<,.. AUTOMATICALLY 
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1 : : , 
a a pH between 6 and 7; heavy feeding. 


On the other requirements you can 
skimp here and there and still get good 
blooms, but those three essentials you 
must observe. The modern Japanese 
iris varieties are well worth the small 


So easy-to-use—Gives deep soil saturation | 


A beautiful lawn must have adequate water. You get 
it with this automatic Rain King. Provides maximum at suble.® 
water for the area set—500 gals. an hour on 30 lbs. x trouble. 
pressure—thorough saturation for strong healthy AS de 
turf. Saves water—there’s less overshooting. So con- : = } Model E y PF S§ 

: . F. Sco *. has been an ardent 
venient—no trick adjustments —the maximum i : Y F. Scott Jr. ha ' 


Revolving chrome- . 
amount of water—proper type of spray—all with one aii ies Revching come gardener for more than thirty years. 
prinkies rectangular 
easy finger-tip setting. It's automatic. Famous Sunbeam chins vatiadilines coed and nozzles. Out- At present he gardens on 4 acres of 
longlasting quality gives years of satisfactory service. ‘nil dicenais latins standing value : p : , 
Only $9.95 struction. $14.95 | 0nd low — land in Ferguson, Missouri. More 
: 4 : 4.95 


MOR P than half of this area—consisting of a 
Famous Sunbeam a POWERFUL spring, creek bottom, meadow and 
" ELECTRIC ‘ LIGHTWEIGHT Yar ee ! ee ee 

é woods—is kept entirely wild. It has 

A superior hedge is _HEDGE TRIMMER , et cies Alito oods—i i yo 
trimmer — built and *4L .— ’ become a refuge for birds, animals 
powered to last. Ends arm- OF “ig and wildflowers in the midst of fast- 
aching drudgery. Answers all trim- encircling developments. Mr. Scott 
ming needs—saves time, gives profes- has studied and photographed gardens 
malls gem a : 
sional results. Ney we pm fii ad . in Europe, Japan, Singapore, Australia 

ar ghtly more in d Canada athe’. “ . ‘i : 

and Fiji. He is especially interested in 

Look for the MARK OF QUALITY Fe rie Se ES 
- MIXMASTER, SHAVEMASTER, etc LS nbeam iris, orchids, wildflowers, birds and 


poration, Dept. 183, Chicago 50, Ill.; Can., Toronto 18 photography. 
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O HOME GARDENERS who like to 
ht wns on new adventures in gar- 
dening, the aril iris present an in- 
triguing challenge, a real test for green 
thumbs. In this group we find the 
oncocyclus, regelia and oncoregelia 
iris—exotic, rare, unique “orchid-iris” 
from Palestine, Jordan, Turkestan, the 
lofty Himalayas and other remote 
areas of the world. 

These exquisite flowers are fantas- 
tically formed. Many of them present 
a rainbow medley of colors in one 
blossom. Most of them are decorated 
with an intricate network of contrast- 
ing colors, veining, stippling, dotting 
or edging the blooms. Sometimes 
raised like heavy embroidery, this net- 
work of widely varying colors forms 
patterns as harmonious as the patterns 
of contrasting colors in priceless Ori- 
ental tapestries. 

The arils also wear highly decora- 
tive and ornamental beards in star- 
tling shades of blue, green, lavender, 
rose, red, yellow, white and jet black. 

They are not of easy culture; yet 
they have been successfully grown in 


RAINBOW HYBRIDIZING CARDENS 


been entered in flower shows, they 
have not only stolen the show, they 
have stopped the show—astounded 
visitors have blocked the aisles to ad- 
mire these strange, incredible flowers. 

Iris susiana (mourning bride) is a 
spectacular oncocyclus imported from 
the Holy Land. It has gigantic globu- 
lar flowers measuring 7 inches across. 
Its coloring is striking, for it deviates 
from the color medley typical of most 
arils, presenting instead a_ startling 
study—purplish-black and snow white. 
The white flower is overlaid with a 
heavy lacework of black—the in- 
credibly beautiful /. susiana wears a 
veil of black lace! 

I. Gatesi is a renowned rarity from 
the mountains of Turkey. In size it is 
colossal, both the standards and falls 
often measuring 4 to 6 inches across. 
I. Gatesi presents a unique symphony 
of color: silvery standards lined and 
dotted with violet; olive-green falls 
netted and dotted with violet. It has a 
3-inch, purple-bronze beard. 

1. atropurpurea, the reddest of the 
oncocyclus iris, comes to us from 
Gaza in Palestine. The standards are 
blackish crimson; the falls are crim- 
son-black with a _ velvety, jet-black 
signal patch and a contrasting yellow 
beard. 

NAZARENA presents the ultimate in 
unusual beauty. The cupped standards 
are a glorious silvery lilac with a fine 
network of violet veins and dots; the 
3-inch-wide falls are buff-yellow and 
heavily covered with embossed choco- 
late dots. No other flower has a petal 
texture that even faintly resembles this 
remarkably decorative effect. 

1. Saari, a native of the mountains 
of Turkestan, possesses the cold hardi- 
ness of the true alpines. It is one of 
the few oncocycli with a strong green- 
ish tinge. The falls are silvery cream 
heavily washed with chartreuse; the 
standards are silvery cream flushed 
with maroon. J. Saari has a green 
beard and a prominent maroon signal 
patch. 

I. atrofusca (sometimes listed as 


NEW HYBRID 


DAYLILIES 
HEMEROCALLIS $ 
to) Koy ] 

STURDY, EASILY GROWN 

FLOWERING SIZE ROOTS 


Plant these sturdy hybrids early and enjoy 
a startling show in your garden from May 
through August. All are hardy from Maine 
to California, Florida to Minnesota. 


Flowers 5 to 7” across, in sun or partial 
shade. All from our finest named varie- 
ties; assorted colors as illustrated. 








SPECIAL FOR $2... Twelve of the 
above, PLUS a root of new red and gold 
Hemerocallis. Double orders allowed. 
Immediate delivery. For each $1 worth 
ordered, send 10c to help cover shipping; 
or sent C.O.D. Sorry, no shipments to 
Canada or Denver west. 


ROCKNOLL Nursery, Dept.15 Morrow, Ohio 











—FLOWER GROWER— 
America’s favorite gardening aid 








Learn FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 


Make centerpieces, corsages, 
wreaths, wedding bouquets. Be 
a florist—age no bar—train at 
home for profitable full or part 
time jobs. Write for school litera- 
ture or send for special illus 
trated lesson books: 

How to make 25 Corsages....$1.00 
Make 33 Arrangements . 1.00 
Hawaiian Arr. & Corsages... 2.00 


I. Haynei) is an enormous, richly 
colored beauty from Mt. Gilboa, north 
of Jerusalem. The standards, arched 
and waved, are a bright mulberry; the 
falls are a bronzy crimson-black. 

I. paradoxa, a rare species of the 


Persian Bronze, introduced by Lloyd 
Austin in 1956, is an oncoregelia iris. 


all parts of the United States. Gar- 
deners who are willing to provide the 
extra care required will find their 
efforts richly rewarded; their garden 
will become an exotic fairyland, a 
medley of a million magic colors. 
Not one gardener in a thousand has 
ever seen the true, full-blooded arils. 
On the rare occasions when they have 


ruLY 1958 


oncocyclus group, was imported from 
the high mountains of eastern Turkey. 
Its white standards are heavily veined 
with violet; the crimson-purple falls 
are almost completely covered with a 
violet-black beard. 

The true oncocyclus hybrids are 
unadulterated by blood of any other 
type of iris. JUDEAN SILVER is a glob- 
ular flower of perfect form, a more 
silvery version of J. susiana. JUDEAN 
CHARMER is a Captivating, bright bi- 
color with rosy orchid, intricately 





Novelty Designs an 1.00 
Dried Bouquets : 
FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Saratoga, Calif. 


Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 


Grow better flowers inside or OUT- 
SIDE of your greenhouse. Train at 
home for profitable spare or full 
time jobs—age no bar—or open 
your own nursery-garden-shop. 
Monthly Growing Schedules make 
everything so easy. Write for in- 
formation or send 25c for student 
magazine ‘‘The Greenhouse 
Grower. *’ 


Box 386-F-7 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 


Div. F-7 P.O. Box 386 Saratoga, Calif 








ENGLI: SH PANSIES 


BY AIR MAIL POST FREE 


100; $s] 


ds per packet 
for - wing Ne complete with 
July & August eens cultural instruction 


Hansen's ‘‘Gigantic’’ Hansen's ‘‘Huge"’ 
Mixed strain in a wide Mixed strain, heavy 
variety of colour for- deep centre, with broad 
mations Broad med- margin on the outer 

> _— 5 edge of a _ contrasti 
jum, or slight margir colour The ric she'st 

m outer edge coloured pansy ever pr« 
$1 packet duced 

<i $1 packet 


H. HANSEN, 1, N. Thoresby, Nr. Grimsby, England 











WORLD’S MOST THRILLING HOBBY — 
PROFITABLE HOME BUSINESS. SUCCESS- 
FUL HOME GROWER offers COMPLETE illustroted instruc 
tions. Tells HOW TO START. Exploins everything you need 
to know about growing Cottleyas, Cymbidiums, Odonto 
glossums and others. Many Orchids — 
pacar eed SOM, get food from th 
structions include real BLOOMING. ‘ize 
orRcHID PLANT. FREE—full detoils and 3 
months Subscription to “Orch nm,” the “show 
publication f 


how + home - 
WRITE TODAY! - TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept eT 4 100 S Vermont, Wren sings Cal 
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Guaranteed to bloom next spring 


hese are not the usual so-called ‘“‘Bargain’’ bulb 





ets. Each bulb about 4 inches around—the size of a 
0 piece. A choice mixture of all the popular colors. 
Order now! For other bargains in fruits, shrubs, 


trees, evergreens write for our FREE fall catalog 
Ackerman Nurseries 500 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 





Improve Shrubs, Fruits & Flowers 


28-page pruning guide with 
easy instructions, pictures and 
pruning secrets. Written by an 
expert for beginners and ex- 
perienced gardeners. Send 10¢ 
for your copy 


Seymour Smith & Son, Inc. 
307 Main St., Oakville, Conn. 





Flower Grower Gift 
Subscriptions are a 
wonderful all year- 
round gift—to give, or 
to receive. 





For a Better Garden! 
ATLAS FISH EMULSION 


Gives Vigorous Growth + Feed as you woter 
Non-Burning + Deodorized « Inexpensive 
S Pint postpaid , Dept. C, 
or at your Gorden Supply Store 
Atlas Fish Fertilizer Co 
1 Drumm Street, Son Francisco, Calif 





JOHN BURTON BRIMER 


Nationally Known Garden Artist and 
Writer, European Garden Tour Leader 
Speaker at Wits burg Garden 
Symposi husetts and N. Y. 
pear er Societies. 








LECTURE SUBJECTS: 


Problems of Garden Design How to bring the 
garden up to date with new ideas of color, texture 


European and American Gardens of the past 
and present 


Illustrated with color slides and sketches and 
paintings 


For further information write to: 
P.O. Box 594, Suffern, N. Y. 














veined standards and rose-flushed, buff 
falls contrastingly veined with maroon. 
REAL Esony, introduced by Lloyd 
Austin in 1957, is a superior clone 
variant selected from the black onco- 
cyclus /. nigricans. It is considered 
by many to be the blackest flower in 
existence. 

Oncocyclus hybrids introduced by 
Lloyd Austin in 1958 are: 

BaGDAD BEAUTY: A _ novel bitone 
with beautifully arched and waved 
standards of silvery white heavily 
flushed and strongly veined with lilac- 
rose. The falls are bronzy crimson 
with a prominent, velvety brown, 
beauty spot. 

JUDEAN RAVEN: From a cross of 
I. susiana and the black J/. nigricans 
comes this first black bitone. The 
standards are gray with fine violet- 
black veins; the falls are almost pure 
black. 

JUDEAN CREAM: The first pure 
cream-colored oncocyclus, it has 
rounded creamy standards and falls of 
yellow cream with a cinnamon-brown 
beauty spot and a yellow beard. 

Our Suzy: This new oncocyclus hy- 
brid resembles the famous /. susiana. 
It is somewhat lighter, however, giving 
the general effect of gray rather than 
black and white. It has a reddish 
brown beauty spot and a brown beard. 

The regelia iris are botanically close 
to the oncocycli, but they are very dit- 
ferent in appearance. Many varieties 
have strange, elongated flowers with 
conical standards. As a rule they 
present a wider range and _ richer 
blending of colors than the oncocycli 
and are more decoratively veined. 
Three of the most widely grown 
species are 1. Korolkowi, 1. stolonifera 
and /. Hoogiana. 

I. Korolkowi and its color variants 
come from distant Bokhara and other 
parts of Russian Turkestan. KoroL- 
KOWI BROWN AND GREEN is_ the 
strangest of all regelias. The silvery 
flowers gradually change to maroon 
at the base and are beautifully veined 
with brown. The signal patch is a 
lustrous dark chocolate with a green 
iridescence. KOROLKOWI VIOLACEAE is 
a white flower heavily flushed and 
veined in_ red-violet.. KOROLKOW! 
PINK has standards and falls of creamy 
pink with prominent maroon veins 
and a beautiful lavender-blue beard. 

I. stolonifera and its closely allied 
forms are so called because they in- 
crease by stolons or runners. Choice 
among them are: DECORATED DE- 
LIGHT—its white standards are heavily 
bordered with decorative veinings of 
pure brown; the falls are bright rosy 
lavender, edged and veined with 
brown. DECORATED GIANT—nearly 
twice as large and more attractive, 
it has standards of amethyst-white 
beautifully edged with chocolate and 


sharply veined. The velvety mahogany 
falls are veined with dark crimson and 
highlighted with a brilliant lilac-rose 
signal patch. Both DeEcoRATED De- 
LIGHT and DECORATED GIANT have 
distinctive white beards. Many forms 
of J. stolonifera, however, have bril- 
liant blue beards. 

The blue regelia iris, 7. Hoogiana 
and its closely allied forms, were dis- 
covered in isolated portions of south- 
eastern Turkestan, not far from the 
almost mythical Tibet. BLUE Joy is 
pure blue. PURPUREA is a royal pur- 
ple. Late AMETHYST is a _ Clear 
amethyst-blue; it blooms later than 
any other regelia. All have contrast- 
ing and luxuriant golden beards. 

Even more thrilling than the exotic 
species of the regelia group are the 
rare, pure-blooded regelia hybrids. 
BRONZE Beauty (/. Hoogiana x I. sto- 
lonifera) is one of the largest and 
tallest. The standards are golden- 


bronze verned with lavender; the dark 
red falls are edged with bronze. It 
has a cream-colored beard. VULCANUS 
(I. Korolkowt x I, stolonifera), named 
for the Greek god of fire, is a blazing 
bronzy scarlet flushed with crimson. 
It has a dark blue beard. 

Two regelia iris introduced last year 
are: DECORATED BLUE BEARD—petals 
decorated with russet brown margins; 
a beard lovely blue. RED, WHITE 
AND BLUE—a patriotic flower; the 
falls a rich, dark, velvety red with a 
light red border; the standards in con- 
trasting white strongly edged and 
veined with chocolate-brown; a lilac- 
blue beard. 

The oncoregelias are hybrids pro- 
duced by crossing oncocycli with re- 
gelias. They are the most colorful of 
all the aril iris. ARTEMIs is the richest 
and deepest colored of all oncoregelias: 
silvery cream almost completely over- 
laid and veined with bright, yet dark, 
carmine-violet. It has a contrasting 
black signal patch and a heavy black 
beard. ANDROMACHE is silvery white 
and violet with a heavy decorative 
veining in violet and a claret-black sig- 
nal patch. EuNiIcE has _ pink-flushed 
white petals overlaid with a network of 
dark red veins. In the sun the petals 
sparkle as if dusted with silver. It 


FLOWER GROWER 








has a distinctive 
patch. 

CHARON stands apart from most 
oncoregelias due to its unique golden- 
bronze tints. The buff standards are 
flushed with dark crimson and im- 
pressively veined with mahogany. It 
has a large black-mahogany signal 
patch. IsoLpa is similar, but larger, 
with falls like those of the oncocycli. 

LUNA was named for the goddess of 
the moon. Its dark red-violet veins 
are etched on a smooth creamy ground 
which is flushed with pink and laven- 
der. HERMIONE is a novel bitone. The 
standards are a flushed silver-mulberry 
intricately veined with purple-black. 
The falls are silvery white with heavy 
veins of very dark maroon. Isis, 
named for the mother of nature, wears 
a bright violet-carmine blouse and a 
skirt of buff heavily overlaid with ma- 
roon veinings. 

PARTHENOPE has very delicate lace- 
work. The white petals sparkle as if 
dusted with silver and are veined in 
dark mulberry and maroon. Because 
of the intricate veinings of its petals, 
PSYCHE was named for the beautiful 
mythological maiden Psyche, who had 
butterfly wings. The standards are 
palest lilac veined with purple; the 
greenish silver falls are decorated with 
dark maroon. 

Two recent introductions are: PER- 
SIAN Lace—the largest oncoregelia in 
existence with flowers up to 6% inches 
high. Its standards are silvery white 
with a flush of pink and a complete 
lacework of sharp, violet veins remi- 
niscent of the handiwork of the East. 
The broad, circular falls are like the 
standards except for a large, orchid- 
pink area in the center and an ebony- 
black signal patch. PERSIAN BRONZE 
is a beautiful bronze flushed with lilac 
and covered with a lacework of dark 
brown veins. 

PERSIAN TWOTONE is a 1958 intro- 
duction. The large, waved standards 
are silvery white flushed with pinkish 
lilac; they are finely veined and dotted 
with violet. The buff-cream ground of 
the falls is almost obscured by the 
heavy dotting and veining of maroon, 
which give something of a bronze 
effect. 

Growing the exquisite, exotic arils 
can be a highly rewarding adventure. 

Order now. Aril rhizomes are 
shipped in late summer or fall and 
should be planted in the fall. Arils 
need sun, a rich, well-drained soil with 
plenty of lime in it, and dry summers. 
If your summers are rainy, you must 
dig the rhizomes in June and store 
them in dry sand until about Octo- 
ber 1. Arils need a thorough baking 
and drying during the summer months 
when they are dormant. In climates 


dark crimson signal 


DAYLILIES 


FROM THE “WILDS” 
OF MISSOURI 


NOW select your favorites from these Beauties .. . 
Then Choose 50% MORE IN VALUE at NO EXTRA COST! 


Grace your garden with gorgeous colors all summer long with these ever-popular perennials. 
By ordering now you get HALF AGAIN AS MANY famous first-quality “Wild” Daylilies as you 
actually pay for! Select from the varieties below, get $7.50 worth for $5; $12 worth for $8, etc. 
Cat. Price 


[-] August Pioneer, L. Dor 


_) Baggette, E. M. Dor 


Chrome-yellow, flushed red 
Pale 


lemon brushed old rose 


] Berwyn, E. Ev 


Bright carmine 


] Black Cherry, M. Dor 


Deep red-purple . 


] Black Emperor, E. M Dor 


Fine dark red 


_] Blanche Lafitte, M. Dor. 


Large, pale yellow 


() Brandywine, M. Ev 


Rich garnet-mahogany 


} Bright Charm, M. L. Dor 


] Captain Biood, E. Re 


Lovely, bright rose-red 
Dor 
Velvety red 


(] Challenger, M. Ev 


Bright cherry-red 


] Chameleon, M. Dor 


Blaze-red & yellow bi 


(} Chanticleer, M. Ev 


Bright crimson 


} Charm Daughter, MW. Dor 


A glistening jonquil-yellow 


}] China Miss, M. Dor 


Free-flowering ruffied yellow 


] Colonial Dame, M. Dor 


Ruffled, large light apricot 


-] Colorade Goid, M. Dor. Large, 


_] Copper Colonel, 


luminous orange-yellow 
M. Dor 
Large, rosy copper biend 


() Crimson Glory, E. M. Dor 


Beautiful rich red 


] Daily Double, M. Dor 


Double flowering orange 
Debutante, M. Dor 
Charming pink, cream bi 


C) Delicacy, L. Dor 


Deep chrome 


() Desert Sunrise, M. Dor 


~ Glittering sunstone-orange 


] Dr. Slaughter, E. M. Ev 


A fiery red 


} Duncan, £. Ey 


[) El Magnifico, ¥ 


Dark maroon 
Semi-Ev 
Red-orange-brown blend 


15 


1.08 
1.50 
4.00 
1.08 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

-60 

60 


75 


Cat. Price 


[) Eric Junior, L. M. Ev 


oO 


Miniature red flowers 
Fantasia, E. M. Ev. 
Brown and red 
Fascination, M. Dor 
Pleasing banded yellow 


[] Flamboyant, M. Dor 


Deep Indian yellow 


) Garden Lady, E. M. Dor 


New pink blend 


] George Yeld, M. Dor 


Yellow brushed red .. 


}] Glory, M. Dor 


Immense clear yellow 


~] Golden West, M. Ev 


Bright yellow 
Golden Wonder, WV. | 
Large, golden yellow 


Dor 


} Goliath, M. Dor 


Huge deep yellow 


] Gusto, E. M. Dor 


A lovely currant-red 


) Heather Rose, M. Ev 


Rosy pink 


] Hyperion, M. Dor 


Pale lemon-yellow 


"| Jewell Russell, M. Ev 


Immense pale lemon 
Joanna Hutchins, M. Ev 
Smooth rich orange 


} July Apricot, M. Dor 


A lustrous apricot 


[] Kentucky Cardinal, .. Dor 


Cardinal-red 


() Kindly Light, M. Dor. A glow 


ing yellow “spider type”’ 


(] Knighthood, MV. L. Dor 


Impressive, rich maroon red 


”} Lampasas, M. L. Dor 


"] Meadow Gold, 


Large rose and yellow bi 
Lorelei, M. L. Dor 
Featured on cover of 
Flower Grower 


July 


M. Semi-Ev 
Deep golden yellow 


}] Mission Bells, M. Dor 


Large, ruffled clear yellow 


] Monte, M. L. Dor 


Rose-brown and lemon bi 
Mrs. Hugh Johnson, E 
Satin sheened fiery red 





know 


is a “Wild” Daylily 
mily ship large, sturdy 


= “care i-for and healthy 


DAYLILIES, 


ly to take f 
id pre } ma slooms 
sion 


SEND 25¢ 
FOR THIS 


BEAUTIFUL 


64 PAGE 
COLOR 
CATALOG 


IRIS, PEONIES! 


These pictures prove what thousands of satisfied customers 
““Wild’’ plants are the finest grown. 


A 





DEPT. FG68 


M. Do 


f 


75 


.60 
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: 
Early; E.—Early; E.M.—Early Midseason 
M.—Midseason; 
L.—Late; 
green; 
Reblooming. 


$750 and ppd. 


a only ‘5 


Any $12 worth, only $8; $15 worth, omy) 


WORTH 


] Persian Princess, 


)] Red Token, 


[] Sunshine Song, 


Fr.—Fragrant; 


Cat 


C) Nina Winegar, M. Dor. 


h golden yellow 

E. M. Re 
Dor. Deep velvety red 
Pink Charm, M.L. Semi-Ev 
Soft ochre-red .°. 

Pink Delight, ML. Dor 
Light rose-pink ...... 

Pink Lass, L. Dor 

Medium pink self 


Large, ric 


}] Pert, M. Dor 


Rich red 


[] Psyche, M. Ev Soft. Yellow 


faint lavender halo 


[] Purple Finch, M. Dor. 


Very rich red-purple . 


] Purple Haze, M. Ev 


Ruffled, wine-purpie 


] Queen of Dallas, M. Ev 


Lovely, ruffied buff yellow 


} Red Hussar, M.L. Dor 


carmine-red 
M. Dor 
Deep mahogany-red 


Brilliant 


() Red Top, M. Dor. Bright 


red with white midrib 


~~) Russell's Minuet, M. Dor 


Rosy-red and chartreuse bi 


[) Sabrina, L.M. Dor 


A “‘smoky”’ plum 
Sceptre, M. Dor. Large 
jonquil-yellow; excellent 


_] Seminole Chief, M. Dor 


Very bright cherry red 
Stygian, —. M. Dor 
Deep satiny pansy-purple 


(] Skylark, M. Dor 


Tall, beautiful lemon 


] Shirley Wild, M.L. Dor. 


Dandelion-yellow self 
M. Dor 


Clear yellow 


() Surprise Party, M. Dor 


A pale pink 


C] Vulean, M. Ev 


Light velvety maroon 


—_] War Path, E.M. Re. Dor 


Broad petaled red 
Yellow Orchid, M. Semi-Ev 
Large, medium orange 


V.E. 
M.L.—Late 


Dor.—Dormant; 
—Bicolor; 


Labeled 


$10; $22.50 worth, only $15, etc 


Price 
1.06 
75 
1.00 
2.00 
1.00 
60 
1.58 
75 
75 
60 
75 
-60 
1.00 
60 
.b0 
1.50 
1.00 
.60 
15 
3.00 
1.00 
3.00 
715 
60 


5.00 
Very 


Midseason 
Ev.—Ever 


Re.— 


WE PREPAY POSTAGE ON ORDERS OF 
$5 OR MORE; for smaller orders enclose 
50¢ to cover postage and handling costs 
NO C.O.D.’S, SEND CHECK OR MONEY 
ORDER PLEASE! 


Md end Gu 


SARCOXIE, MISSOURI 


[] Please send me the varieties | have checked above, pre 


paid, 
enclose $ 


with planting 


instructions 
my cost on your 


and FREE 
‘Half Again’ 


(1) Enclosed is 25¢ “for color catalog only. 


catalog. | 


offer. 





Over H 
famous 
described 


thousand varieties all 
‘Wild quality and fully 
Many bargain offers in 
FREE WITH ORDER 





with hot, arid summers no lifting is 
necessary.—ALVHILD V. HOLMES 


STREET 





city ZONE a 


luded 
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FACT BROCHURE 
AMAZOY 


FREE! 


& ge nes ZOYSIA GRASS 
+ NEVER NEEDS 


Stays Green Through 
Drought—Laughs At 
RE-SEEDING Water Shortages 


DEPT. 184, AMAZO 333 WN. a Ave. 


Chicago, 1, 

















CORRECT IRON DEFICIENCY WITH 


sare: soak narvereens ws 


IRON CHELATES 





Restore green color 
to age with yellowing leaves 


©®*SEQUESTRENE”™ is the brand name for chelating compounds sold by 
Geigy Agricultural Cuesisenies division of Geigy Chemical Corporation. 


GEIGY AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS 
Division of Geigy Chemical Corporation - Saw Mili River Rd., Ardsley, N.Y. 


FREE BOOK 


Write today for free illustrated “Book of 

Autumn”, featuring daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, 

etc.; perennial seed and plants; Window gar- 

den seed and plants; Lilies—seeds and bulbs. 
Send postcard for your copy today! 

GEO. W. PARK SEED CO., Greenwood 63, S. C. 
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WINDOVER FLOWER POTS 
. The Most Beautiful Red Clay Pots Made 
Standard 
24 for $2.20 3 in. 
18 for 2.20 4in 
14 for 2.20 5 in. 
9for 2.20 6 in 
’ The best I 
seen.” F ; specially 
protect nts. Any 
shipping breakage 
posoagg oe 3 


Squatty 


10 for 2.20 
6 for 2.20 
i for 2.20 

Semi-squatty 

3 in 14 for 2 
5 in, 6 for 
5% in ) for 

{ for 

THE WINDOVER co. Box 3033-L, Seensllla, 


unless 





For healthy 
house plants 


ANTROL LEAF SHINE 


ANTROL AFRICAN VIOLET & 
HOUSE PLANT INSECT BOMB 


FIGHT 
CEREBRAL 





Just 


89¢ 


each 














JOIN €T) united Cerebral Palsy 
53 Minute March 
OR SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO “PALSY” 
CARE OF YOUR LOCAL POSTMASTER 
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14 for $2.20 | 





Summer’s Bounty 


[FRoM Pace 31] enclosed (only one 
kind in each box) and the date. 


Time Required for Drying 


The time required to dry most flow- 
ers will be six or seven days. This 
applies to annuals treated during the 
hot summer months. Small flowers 
like violets will be ready in two days. 
Daffodils dry for me in four days, 
whereas azaleas need five. The time 
required varies according to climatic 
conditions and every artist must de- 
termine by trial and error the exact 
time required for perfection. It is wise 
to exercise patience, but after several 
days you may test progress. Starting 
at the stem or labeled end of the box, 
gently run your fingers through the 
mixture until you can touch some part 
of a flower. If it feels firm and dry 
(the crispness of taffeta is a com- 
parable texture), gently raise the 
flower, not by the wire stem, but by 
working your fingers beneath the 
flower head until the entire flower rests 
upon your hand. Turn it over and 
shake it gently to dislodge particles 
of sand and borax. Flowers are now 
ready to be stored until time to make 
your arrangement. 


Storage Methods 


There are sturdy dried flowers and 
some with temperament. The former 
may be kept dust free. and dry in any 
convenient box or drawer. The tem- 
peramental ones are those whose broad 
petals absorb moisture from the at- 
mosphere and wilt like tired, fresh-cut 
flowers. They must be protected from 
humidity and dampness until the house 
is heated and thoroughly dry. Daffo- 
dils, clematis and azaleas belong in 
this class. After removal from the 
borax mixture they should be placed in 
a moisture-proof container. It is es- 
sential to use every precaution to keep 
these delicate subjects absolutely dry. 

A soft water color brush of sable or 
camel’s hair is recommended for dust- 
ing dried flowers and removing all par- 
ticles of the drying mixture. Neatly 
wrap each wire with corsage tape add- 
ing, if desired, a longer and heavier 
wire to extend stem length. 


Preserving Foliage 


The potentials for variety in 
preserved foliages to use in dried ar- 
rangements are almost unlimited. 
Broad-leaved evergreens, deciduous 
shrubs and vines, ground covers and 
house plants are all likely sources. The 
leaves of soft-stemmed ground covers 
such as ivy and galax are preserved by 
submersion in a fifty-fifty solution of 


glycerine and water. Ivy leaves absorb 
enough of the solution in four or five 
days to preserve them, but galax leaves 
absorb slowly and need seven or eight 
days. The same fifty-fifty solution may 
be used to treat branches, although it 
is more economical and just as effec- 
tive to use a solution of one-third glyc- 
erine and two-thirds water. For 
branches, 2 or 3 inches of stem are 
immersed in the solution after first 
scraping the bark from the part to be 
immersed. This exposes the stem’s 
fibers for easy absorption. There is 
great variance in the time required by 
this process. Beech, holly and osman- 


PHOTOGRAPH BY MARLER 


Larkspur, azalea, hollyhock and _ hy- 
drangea were dried in borax and sand. 
Blue salvia was dried by hanging in 
dark, dry room. Spiral eucalyptus foliage 
was preserved in a solution of glycerine. 


thus, for example, will be ready in 
several days; Magnolia grandiflora may 
take two or three weeks, while elaeag- 
nus and aucuba need a month in which 
to absorb the solution. 

All of these absorption times are 
based on late-summer treatment after 
the season’s new growth has matured 
and before the plants become dormant. 
Fall-treated foliage absorbs more 
slowly and therefore takes longer. 

Hours of pleasant occupation are 
in store for those who preserve some 
of a garden’s bounty during the grow- 
ing season, and the forethought will 
be rewarding when winter comes. Your 
imagination will lead you to creations 
which may mark your work as distinc- 
tive and original.® 


Eleanor Bolton gardens on a wooded 
acre and specializes in daffodils. She 
is certified by the Garden Club of 
Virginia as a judge for amateur flower 
shows. More details on preserving 
flowers are given in her 30-page book- 
let entitled Til Summer Comes Again. 
Copies are available for $1.00 from 
Eleanor R. Bolton, Rt. 2, Box 179, 
Fairfax, Virginia. 
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In mild climates plant 


The winter- 
blooming iris 


INTER-BLOOMING IRIS for mild cli- 

mates are a beautiful surprise in 

the garden, for they burst unex- 

pectedly into bloom in late fall, mid- 
winter and early spring. 

There are both bearded and beard- 
less winter-blooming iris. Both kinds 
are easy to grow. The bearded types, 
which bloom in spring and again from 
November to February, need moder- 
ately moist, well-drained soil in full 
sun. The beardless types, which bloom 
from October to March, grow in any 
soil and prefer a sunny location. Both 
types may be planted in late summer 
and fall. 

There are more than twenty-five va- 
rieties of winter-blooming iris for mild 
climates. A few of the finer ones are 
listed below. If you live and garden 
where the winters are mild, plant a few 
of these iris to surprise your friends 
and bring new color to your winter 
garden. 

BLuE Furry has a light-blue, 
ruffled flower with a white beard and 
throat. It produces tall, heavy, nicely 
branched stalks. 

RUSSIAN BRONZE is a dependable, 
long-season bearded iris with golden- 
tawny and deep maroon flowers. 
Where climate permits, it blooms every 
week from late fall until spring. 

PINK PINAFORE has light yellow 
standards so completely flushed as to 
appear orchid-pink. The wavy falls 
are heavily stippled and lined with 
orchid-pink and edged with gold. It 
has a golden beard and blooms in 
spring and again between Thanks- 
giving and Christmas. 

ARCADIA BUTTERCUP, a bearded iris, 
produces showers of golden-yellow 
blossoms from midwinter on through 
the regular iris season. 

DECEMBER ROYALTY, which often 
blooms at Christmas time, is a large 
bold golden-bearded flower of brilliant 
purple darkening to intense wine-black. 
It sometimes produces fifteen to 
twenty flowers. Plant DECEMBER 
ROYALTY so that you can have a huge 
bouquet of iris beside the Christmas 
tree. 

LARGE FLOWERED is a magnificent 
bright lilac-pink beardless iris with a 
deep yellow signal patch. 

BRIDAL PINK is a light orchid-pink 
beardless iris. 

Gay, a deep violet-blue beardless 
iris, is ideal for rock gardens and low 
edgings. It blooms profusely.® 
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D AY iL | L I E S$ IDEAL FLOWER FOR 
SUMMER GARDENS 

: Try These Specially Priced Collections 
Group 16, $3.50 pod. ($5.00 vaiue) Group 17, $4.50 ppd. ($6.50 value) Group, 18, $7.50 ppd. (10.00 value) 


excellent varieties at low cost colorful varie you'll tike newer and better 


BLACK PRINCE, biack red. AMULET, coral pink. CANYON PURPLE, raspberry. 
CORALLINE, shrimp red. BESS VESTAL, broad bright red. MABEL FULLER, fine red. 
PINK CHARM, ruddy coral pink. CABALLERO, rose and yellow. MISSION BELLS, fine yellow. 
SKYLARK, ruffled light lemon. DOLLY VARDEN, coral blend. MME. RECAMIER, late pink. 
MRS. HUGH JOHNSON, rich red. GAY TROUBADOUR, red and maize. PAINTED LADY, big brown. 
PURPLE WATERS, rosy wine. HESPERUS, fine chrome yellow. PORCELAIN PINK, smooth pink. 


ALL 3 COLLECTIONS, LABELED, PPD. $15.00. 
Order Now For Aug. to Nov. Shipment 
EDENWALD PLANTS ARE BETTER 
THAN MOST AND INFERIOR TO NONE 
You'll find a marvelous selection 


ond all sorts of bargain offers in our 
big 36 page color catalog of 


DAYLILIES and 
IRIS—it's 
FREE! 


Edenwald 
Gardens 


Dept. F. G. 


Vincennes, Indiana 





For more gardening pleasure the year around, read 
FLOWER GROWER—America’s favorite gardening aid 














Sensational Discovery 


draratnyy 


Apple Sensation of the Century! 

BIGGER Crops—often 2 years SOONER. — 

“Stendard” or Dwarf” Trees Sold ONLY " , “~, 
by Stark Bro's. Demand terrific! Supply 

limited! Get your FREE 


catalog NOW. ans 


ay Tabultud. NEW 
STARK BRO’S 


FRUIT TREE & LANDSCAPE 


Ugh 1°44 


See How Easily You Can Grow Your Own 
Delicious Fruits, Grapes, Berries 

Rush COUPON for BIG 64- Catalog! It's FREE! See the 

dramatic difference between Stark Exclusive Leader Varieties— 

including Sensational New STARKRIMSON DELICIOUS 

Apple—and ordinary Nursery Stock. See Stark Exclusive Leader 

varieties awarded U.S. Plant Patents and Trade-Marks—Stark 

| Apples, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Cherries, Nectarines, Grapes, 

i rries, Shade Trees, Shrubs, Roses, etc., in living salerl 

| Glorious Stark STARK BRO’S WURSERIES & ORCHARDS CO. 

ROSES Dept. 779, Louisiana, Missouri 


bo es ee YOURS FREE ail Coupon Now! 
. 779 


; |) New Stark Roses and STARK B I Dept. 
Town of Louisiana, Missouri 

5 - | al je Send FREE STARK BRO'S BIG NEW 

MAKE MORE ee) buna COLOR PHOTO LANDSCAPE-FRUIT 


i summer atalog —contains valuable Home Landsc 
MONEY! . planting. Planning Guide. ~~ 


4 wat o r 
Fullor Spare Time, | Steen owane pane teens § OO et ee rey rte 
can make MORE Now, you can grow delicious arene. Initial 2nd Initial Last N 
pt ag tree-ripe fruit in your own ar 
Bro's. Check CO ~ back yard—QUICKER— 
¢ when you plant Stark Quadruple- Life 
ct today DWARF Apple Trees, Stark DWARF Post Office Zone Btate 








R.¥.D. or Street Address (very important) 

















Peach Trees, Stark DWARF Pear Trees, 4, 0 Check here for more extra money opportunity. 


eee ewes een 
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Schsecners AYLILIES 


plant NOW and enjoy bloom this summer 


Handsome, beautiful, easy to grow everywhere! Their remarkably long 
flowering season gives a radiant display during the hot summer months — 
THE PERENNIAL SUPREME. A choice selection of finest award-winning 
varieties are Offered here for the first time. 


BIG TEN OFFER 
10 Gorgeous Daylilies Your Choice... $5H.OO 


A classic collection of this beautiful perennial. Sun- 
drenched colors in kinds that bloom from June to 
frost. This offer sparkles with varieties unknown a 
few years ago, A fine, varied group of New Daylilies 
we ore proud to offer you. 
(Select from columns as indicated) 

¢ [] AUGUST PIONEER, late prolific orange 

{ |BROWN-EYED SUSAN, clear yellow, brown eye 

| | CAPISTRANO, bell-shaped rich yellow 
| | | MARY GUENTHER, gypsy-like orange and red 


SELECT 3 


{ ) PURPLE WATERS, wine red 
(_}SALADIN, brilliant blazing red 
(| CABALLERO, butterfly yellow and crimson 
(_) FLAMBEAU, firecracker red 
[-]} LOCHINVAR, vibront terra-cotta 
[| ]}PAINTED LADY, oll time winner, huge henna 
{ }ROYAL RUBY, gorgeous ruby 
WINDSOR TAN, ton and buff yellow 
ARLINE, classic prolific orange 
Higiow CHERRY, blackish red 


SELECT 3 


GLOWING GOLD, gold-orange ruffled 
EARLIANA, very early yellow 
MONGOL, ruffled 6-in. yellow 
MOROCCO RED, velvety maroon 
MRS. B. F. BONNER, pale yellow 
LJTALISMAN, rose pink and yellow 
All 20 for $10.00 


SELECT 4 


704515 Miele) ¢ 
1 8 See) Ke) 


2 f Ame 2's most beoutiful 
Day es, 55 

hints sts of owe 

100 best 
SEND FOR YC 


The newest 
RS TC 


JEWEL COLLECTION 


GS Special Varieties for 

Here we have an inviting group of superlative vari- 
eties, each a leader in its color ciass. To enjoy the 
fullest pleasure modern Daylilies give—plant these 
jewels in your very own garden. 

BAGGETTE, personable cream yellow and pink bi-color 
KNIGHTHOOD, copiously rich maroon red, very large 
NARANAJA, rich fluted nasturtium orange 

MME. RECAMIER, one of the new soft pinks 

CRIMSON PIRATE, unbelievable flamboyant red 
COLONIAL DAME, ruffled & fluted rosy tan & apricot 


SURPRISE COLLECTION 


S lovely colors for only 
If you have never grown Daylilies, or your collection 
is very smoll, order this hand-picked assortment. 
Offered at bargain prices, each root labeled. A spar- 
kling array of colors and types that will be our good- 
will ambassador to your garden. 
Pea ee eS eS SS ee eee 
3 SCHREINER’S GARDENS, Route 2, Box 297-K 

Salem, Oregon 


f Please send me the following for which | am enclosing 


$ (No C.O.D.'s) 





(Big ten offer, choose 10 only 
— 
LJ 
(Jewel Collection 
\ OSurprise Collection 
\ [1958 Daylily Book 


| Nome 





Street 





City Zone. State 








The Lavender Day-lilies 


[FROM PaGE 34] contrasting green 
throat fades to pale yellow during the 
day. The plant is very vigorous. 

MEADOWSWEET, another Taylor in- 
troduction, is a large, widespread 
flower of lavender-rose with a hint of 
blue. The throat is corn-yellow. The 
flower is of smooth texture and heavy 
substance. 

Litac TIME (R. W. Wheeler) is a 
bicolor of lavender and canary yellow. 
The flowers are large with petals of 
pinkish lavender and sepals of creamy 
yellow edged with iavender. 

Gray Day (H. P. Connell) is a 
unique and unusual day-lily—gray 
with a lavender cast. It grows to 46 
inches in height. 

Joe House, introduced by H. M. 
Russell, has beautiful, 6-inch, wide- 
petaled flowers of pinkish lavender 
with a cool, deep, apple-green throat. 
It is at its best when planted in partial 
shade. 

LAVENDER WATER, a child of Pur- 
PLE WATERS, is another interesting 
lavender day-lily. Also, in varying 
shades of lavender, there are LAVEN- 
DER Lapy, LAVENDER LACE, BLUE 
WILLow, Du Barry, RENDEZVOUS, 
Sans Souci and SILK AND SATIN. 

The ultimate goal of every day-lily 
hybridizer is to proceed a step beyond 
the lavenders and produce a color 
break into the elusive blues. 

A true blue may be many years 
away, but already we have several 
day-lilies with overtones of blue. 

Or you may prefer to call it a bluish 
sheen. Among these are BLUE WIL- 
Low, Du Barry, SANs Souci, BLU! 
DANUBE, FaR HILts, DarK Star, 
SPARKLE PLENTY, BLUE Daze and 
Bue Horizon. Concorpia, intro- 
duced by R. W. Wheeler and a de- 
scendant of AMHERST, is a luscious 
purple with overtones of blue.® 


Editor's Note: Some of the day-lily 
varieties mentioned in this article are 
in short supply and may not be gen 
erally available for several years. It 
sometimes requires several years to 
develop stock of a new variety. 





Join the American 
Hemerocallis Society 


e If you are a day-lily fancier 
and would like to know the very 
latest news and inside information 
on day-lilies, you should join the 
American Hemerocallis Society. 
Annual dues are $3.50. For fur- 
ther information write Daisy Fer- 
rick, Secretary, American Hemer- 
ocallis Society, 416 Arter Avenue, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
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Of horses, herbs 


and horsetails 


by GERTRUDE B. FIERTZ 


ORSES STAND STRONG AND SOLID, 
head and shoulders above other 
familiar animals. Some plants also 
stand out as taller and more vigorous. 
When country folk or colonists in a 
new land began giving names to plants, 
they would say that a strange large 
plant was “as big as a horse.” It might 
be a very “horse” of a mint or a radish 
or a gentian. The name caught on. 

For instance, a common American 
mint, monarda. A monarda is a tall 
plant. Its bright ragged flowers may 
tip a 3- or 4-foot stalk, overtopping 
old-world spearmint, applemint or 
peppermint. A monarda is a “horse 
of a mint.” And as horse-mint many 
of us know it. 

Another out-sized member of the 
mint family reminded colonists of an 
old-world favorite, lemon balm. The 
thick stalk of the Collinsonia canaden- 
sis grows up to 5 feet in height, and the 
rank coarse-toothed leaves are quite 
unlike the low-growing leaves of lemon 
balm. Nevertheless its lemon-like fra- 
grance linked it to lemon balm and so 
it was named horse-balm. 

Tugging at the broad bright-green 
leaves of Armoracia rusticana, some 
medieval man must have grunted, “A 
very horse of a radish.” Up came a 
thick root that gleamed white when 
scratched. He sniffed and smiled—late 
frost had ripened the flavor. Horse- 
radish would season his beef, and cen- 
turies later it still seasons our beef and 
oysters. 

There are a great many large or 
“horse” plants. Horse gentian, Trios- 
teum perfoliatum, was used against 
fever and is sometimes called fever- 
wort. The bitter horse-weed, Erigeron 
canadensis, rises in old pastures. 
Horse-brier, Smilax rotundifolia, is a 
persistent climbing weed that plagues 
much of the South. 

In a few instances something similar 
in appearance links plant and horse. 
The shape of a coltsfoot (Tussilago 
Farfara) leaf suggests the outline of 
a horse’s hoof. Like the horse, this 
plant has served man through the 
centuries. In the 4th century B.c., 
Hippocrates, the father of modern 
medicine, recommended a decoction of 
coltsfoot for complaints of the chest. 
So highly regarded was the plant in 
medieval times that the apothecaries 
of Paris painted a flower of coltsfoot 
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on their doorposts. In the Scottish 
highlands pillows are still stuffed with 
coltsfoot down, and in Bavaria, we are 
told, garlands of the small butter-yel- 
low dandelion-like flowers were woven 
for Easter celebrations. Coltsfoot still 
makes an excellent dish of greens. 

Another plant that looks like its 
name is the plant called horse-tail, 
though the horse’s tail is upside-down 
as it rises straight and almost bare to a 
height of 3 or 4 feet. These flower-like 
herbs, allied to ferns and club mosses, 
earned a second popular name. They 
have served men through the centuries 
—and still serve seasoned campers— 
as “scouring rushes.” Rushland in 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, was 
named in colonial times for these use- 
ful plants. Appearance, however, con- 
tinued the equally popular name of 
horse-tail. It even provided the scien- 
tific term for the genus—equisetum is 
the Latin word for horse-tail. At least 
one species, unfortunately, is unkind to 
its kin-by-name. The young stalks of 
Equisetum arvense are said to develop 
aconitic acid, which is poisonous to 
grazing stock and once caused many 
deaths among horses in Vermont. 

Horse-tails do, however, hold a poor 
soil against erosion, and from a sandy 
bank or wasteland they rise almost 
comically stiff and arrogant as if man 
alone was incapable of seeing the 
prancing invisible horses whose tails 
they are.® 


Garden Events 


July 7-9, Seattle, Wash.—Annual Lily 
Show, Puget Sound Lily Society, Fred- 
erick & Nelson Exhibition Hall. 

July 8-9, Ithaca, N. Y.—Horticulture 
Workshop, Federated Garden Clubs of 
New York State, Cornell University. 

July 9-13, Seattle, Wash.—Flower Show, 
Ridgecrest Garden Club, North City 
Community Club Fair Grounds. 

July 10, Worcester, Mass.—Lily and Del- 
phinium Show, Worcester County Hor- 
ticultural Society, 30 Elm Street. 

July 12-13, Bowling Green, Ky.— Annual 
State Gladiolus Show, Kentucky Glad- 
iolus Society, Western Kentucky State 
College. 

July 13, Indianapolis, Ind.—Annual 
Hemerocallis Show, Indianapolis Hem- 
erocallis & Iris Society, City Park 
Board Club House. 

July 17, Camden, N. J.—Open House 
and Garden Day, Camden Garden 
Club, St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 
headquarters. 

July 17-19, Toronto, Canada—Annual 
Show and Meeting, North American 
Lily Society, Hart House. 

fuly 19, Bowling Green, Ky.—Regional 
Gladiolus Show, Kentucky Gladiolus 
Society, Clays Mill School. 

July 27, Edwardsville, [.—Gladiolus 
Show, Illinois Gladiolus Society. 





LILIES 


for your garden 


Lilies are unsurpassed for their long 
blooming season (June ‘til October), rich- 
ness of form and colour, and the distinc- 
tion and beauty they bring to your 
garden. The hardy, vigorous hybrids of 
today will give you superlative pleasure 
and performance, in almost any colour 
range you desire. Our new 50-page cata- 
log, illustrated in colour and black and 
white, is generally regarded as the best 
reference for garden use, history, and 
descriptions of the World’s Largest Selec- 
tion of Hardy Lilies. We offer nearly 300 
of these superlative beauties, with ample 
information on planting, culture, and 
voriety selection. 


SEND FOR OUR FREE 
1958 COLOUR CATALOG 


We handle all importation details for 
American customers. 


Aurelian Collection — Aurelian Hybrids 
are the lilies of tomorrow. Special intro- 
ductory offer of top quality bulbs, in 
pastel cream, golden, apricot shades, 
trumpet to reflexed form, July-August 
blooming, sent to you at autumn planting 
time, with instructions. Cheque or money 
order. 3 top bulbs for $2.50, 10 for 
$7.50, postage paid. 


Garden of Lilies Collection: 3 Aurelian 
Hybrids; 6 Olympic Hybrids, beautiful 
white trumpets; 3 Enchantment, vigorous 
and famous; 3 Red Champion, superb 
pink and white; 15 top quality bulbs, 
with planting instructions, separately 
packed in moss, all 15 for $9.50, postage 


paid. 
Sandy Best 


Greenock Farms, Dept. F 


Georgetown, Ontario, Canada 
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134 East Division, Faribault, Minnesota 





if Give your garden a 
the look you love 
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BULB SPECIALS 


Lycoris radiata (Guernsey Lily), $1.00/5. Nerine 
Magnifice, $1.00 ea. Black Calla, 50¢ ea. Spre- 
kelia, 50¢ ea., Crinum Cecil Houdyshel, $1.00 ea. 
$4.00 value for $3.50. Fall catalog out Aug. 15, 


free. 


CECIL HOUDYSHEL Dept. F, ta Verne, Calif. 








America’s Finest 


African Violets 


> write today for free descriptive catalog 


ischer greenhouses 


DEPT. FG ° LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 


















COMPOST FERTILIZER 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertilizer, eos 
quicker, better, easier, cheaper, from waste, 
leaves, garbage, etc. (reduces garbage without 
odor) . . Activates, conditions, and sweetens 
soils . . . many other uses, Organic, Bacterial, 
Odorless. Trial size for 425-lb. compost, No. 2, 
$1.39. 1400-lb. size, No. 7, $2.95. Big, economy 
2-ton size, $6.95. ALL PREPAID. 


BENSON-MACLEAN 





60 illustrated pages of African Violets and un- 
usual hard-to-find supplies, equipment and acces- 


sories. Everything you need for Violets, Gloxinias, 


Geraniums, all greenhouse and indoor plants. 


Potting mixes, plant foods, large aluminum plant 


stands, fluorescent lights, etc. Largest selection any 


catalog specializing in indoor and greenhouse 


plant supplies. Send now for your free copy. 


THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER, Box 965, Oxford, Maryland 





Bridgeton 46, Indiana 


Free Advance Copy Summer Catalog 








Our I “End of S 
starts July Ist. 
Fantastic savings! Orchids as low as 79c each. 
Gladioli, and other bulbs at savings up to 75%!!! 
Many items at cost or less. Remember, there’s 
still plenty of time to plant! Send stamp for list. 


GROWERS EXCHANGE INC, 


“ Sale 











FARMINGTON 1, MICHIGAN 








5 HARDY PHLOX 4 


FIVE DIFFERENT COLORS 
Guaranteed to Bloom Next Summer 


A .real bargain! Each a named variety—all labelled. 
Will produce beautiful blooms June thru August, Ex- 
cellent for garden or borders. Plant now for best results. 
FREE catalogue. Full descriptions of our complete line 


of quality nursery stock. Write now. 

























De. THE WORLD'S 
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ACKERMAN NURSERIES, 515 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 









Hybridizing 


[FROM PAGE 37] they leave the hands 
free. Brightly colored small labels, 
upon which to write the time, date and 
name of seed and pollen parent are 
important, as is a notebook to enter 
the crosses as they are made. Also 
helpful are glass vials in which to 
transport pollen with labels. 

Experienced breeders will be more 
apt to tell than to listen when it comes 
to such matters as technic but the be- 
ginner will want to profit by the ex- 
periences of others. Label each cross 
with a tag on the stem, placing the 
name of the seed parent first-—SNow 
FLuRRY x SNOW CARNIVAL, meaning 
that the iris SNow FLuRRy is the seed 
parent and SNow CarNIVAL the pollen 
parent. 

It is common sense to know the cul- 
ture of the plant before starting to 
breed it. Control of diseases and pests 
ought to be understood, otherwise the 
time given to breeding is apt to be 
wasted. The virus diseases are espe- 
cially important. Although the seeds, 
themselves, do not carry the virus, 
the seedlings may become infected. 
Day-lilies seem to be the only group 
free from diseases and pests and owe 
much of their popularity to this factor. 

Breeding for disease resistance is a 
profitable field, in many cases much 
more profitable than breeding for 
form or color. However, the problem 
is mostly beyond the amateur, al- 
though he should be aware of its im- 
portance. Destroy all but healthy 
stock to reduce prevalence of disease. 

Although the great majority of seed 
germinates a few weeks after planting, 
an after-ripening period is needed by 
some. This is the time between the 
ripening of the seed and the time it 
starts to sprout or germinate. In the 
holly, for instance, the seed is ripe in 
November but will not germinate until 
two winters have passed over it. Other 
seeds require an after-ripening period 
of from six months to a year. 

In general, growing plants from seed 
depends upon keeping the seed free of 
fungi and insects and preventing the 
soil from infecting the seedlings. A 
good fungicide for treating seed and 
sterilized soil is recommended. 

What plants to cross is always a 
question. Crosses between families or 
genera are impossible for they are too 
unlike. Crosses within the same spe- 
cies are apt to be successful, as are 
crosses between two species when 
they have the same chromosome num- 
ber. Intra-species crosses, those made 
between different forms or varieties 
of the same species, are likely to take. 
The beginner should confine himself to 
such crosses. 

Plant breeders work in different 
ways. Some will cross every which 













way with no planned results; they will 
be grateful if something good appears. 


Others plan crosses carefully. They 
will dream up an ideal variety and 
then plan the parentage to bring it to 
a reality. 

Inter-species crosses, those between 
different species, yield hybrids. Some 
hybrids may start a whole new line of 
plants if they prove fertile, i.e., able to 
reproduce themselves. This is a field 
for the experienced breeder. 

The personality of the breeder 
often shows itself in the selection of 
varieties he crosses. Good advice to 
the beginner, however, is to breed 
from the best and breed close. For 
instance, to produce a good white 
mum, cross two of the best whites 
that are most nearly alike. 

What varieties you choose to keep 
or discard depends upon the dream 
you have and what you are working 
for. A tip to the wise—discard in- 
ferior seedlings while they are in 
bloom. Always recognize the value of 
previous selection. 

Scientific plant breeding has a brief 
history. Sex in plants was a debatable 
question 200 years ago. Less than 100 
years ago, in 1866, Gregor Mendel 
discovered unit characters. Since then, 
chromosomes and genes, as the units 
of inheritance, have given rise to the 
science of genetics and have made 
possible great advances in breeding. 

Although much has been done with- 
out benefit of such knowledge, with it 
failures can be avoided and success 
predicted. Chromosomes are the bear- 
ers of inherited characters in sex and 
body cells of all plants and animals. 
They are microscopic and constant in 
number in each cell within a species. 
They are constructed of smaller units, 
genes, which carry the unit characters. 
Once in every generation the chromo- 
somes are reassorted and new indi- 
viduals thereby produced. 

In iris, the “diploid” bearded iris 
have 24 chromosomes; J. pumila has 
32; some dwarf forms 40, and the tall 
bearded 44. The chrysanthemum, also, 
is a “polyploid” genus with the basic 
number nine, though species with nine 
chromosomes are not known. Diploids 
with 18 are numerous; the arctic daisy 
has 90; and the garden chrysanthe- 
mums, C. sibiricum (Korean hybrids) 
and C. morifolium have 54. Species 
which have the same number of chro- 
mosomes are more apt to cross suc- 
cessfully. Species crosses where the 
counts are different are more difficult 
though, in many cases, possible. 

Some unit characters, as they are 
carried from generation to generation, 
exert dominance. To get a good red 
incurved pompon, the chrysanthemum 
GRENADIER, a red reflex pompon, was 
crossed with a buff incurved pompon. 
All the seedlings were predominantly 
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red and also reflexed. In a few days, 
however, all the blooms turned an un- 
attractive brown, a character also in- 
herited from GRENADIER. This, and 
the reflexness are examples of un- 
wanted dominance. 

The plicata character in iris is reces- 
sive. Recessiveness is opposite to dom- 
inance, the character appearing to be 
lost although it is not. In breeding for 
this character, it should be present in 
both parents. If present in one, it may 
be brought out in crossing back on the 
plicata parent. In a cross with BLUE 
SHIMMER, a  plicata, and GREAT 
LakKEs, none of the first generation 
were plicatas. Back crossing on BLUE 
SHIMMER gave an expectancy of one 
in nine. I got two plicatas from the 
total of 18 seedlings which I grew. 

Breeding from the best varieties 
worked well with me. Crossing the 
two best white iris at the time, Snow 
FLURRY and SNOW CARNIVAL, gave me 
Two Snows, a ruffled, flaring white. 

Making pedigree charts, using color 
to show the inheritance of color, is 
“ood winter work. The iris check list, 
for example, makes it possible to 
search into the parentage of many 
varieties before an attempt is made to 
breed them. 

Other than by sexual reproduction, 
new varieties appear from time to time 
as snorts or mutations. Many of these 
turn out to be sterile so Nature has 
ro use for them but they are useful in 
te ~arden. The camellia HERME has 
siven 17 sports, many of which have 
heen introduced as new varieties. Our 
H=rME has sported to PINK HERME 
but the parent is a better camellia. 
The chrysanthemum VALENCIA has 
given numerous sports and there are 
three popular ones of INDIANAPOLIS. 
Everyone should be on the lookout for 
a new form or color on an old variety. 
Since there is no control over the 
origin or nature of sports, cross breed- 
ing alone offers the only method of 
control and, hence, a more practical 
way of getting new varieties. 

Whoever plans to enter the field of 
amateur breeding should at once join 
the society devoted to the flower of his 
choice. There is a society for almost 
every flower. Among the best known 
and oldest are the American Rose So- 
ciety, the American Iris Society, the 
American Dahlia Society and the Na- 
tional Chrysanthemum Society.® 


Sample Pollinations 


(Since the African-violet, chrysanthe- 
mum, day-lily, iris and rose interest 
many beginning hybridizers, FLOWER 
GROWER editors have outlined below 
the basic steps in their hybridization.) 

African-violet (Saintpaulia)—This 
is a good flower for a beginner to 
hybridize as its parts are readily visi- 
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ble. Select two varieties that are a bit 
unusual and use mature but not faded 
blossoms. With sharp scissors snip 
open the yellow anthers in the flower 
center. Rub pollen on a_ toothpick. 
Daub the pollen on the stigma of the 
plant to be used as female parent. 

Seed pods ripen in four to nine 
months. The stem begins to shrivel 
and the pod becomes soft when ripe. 
At this time remove stem and pod and 
store in a warm place to dry. 

Sow the dustlike seed in a covered 
glass or plastic dish filled with moist 
vermiculite. Do not cover seeds as 
they will naturally sift down into the 
vermiculite. They will sprout in two 
to three weeks. Remove cover and 
place in a moderately sunny window. 
As seedlings develop, plant in progres- 
sively larger pots. 

Chrysanthemum—In this flower the 
bisexual disc florets form the eye, and 
the ray florets (usually female only) 
form the petals. Wait until the female 
parent flower which is to be pollinated 
is half unfolded; then cut back the ray 
florets with scissors until the tips of 
the styles are apparent. With tweezers 
pull out all disc florets and reduce the 
ray florets to a convenient number. 
Cover the flower head with a paper 
bag secured tightly about the stem. 
Within a few days the styles will 
lengthen and become accessible for 
pollination. Collect pollen from the 
disc florets of the male parent and 
transfer by toothpick or brush to the 
stigmas of female parent; replace bag. 

About two or three weeks after pol- 
lination, remove the flower head with 
a length of stem and place it in a jar 
of warm water so that the head will 
dry and begin to fall to pieces. At this 
stage, place in a paper bag and store 
in a dry place. Sow the seeds in 
flats in February at a 60° temperature. 

Day-lily—This is one of the easiest 
perennials to hybridize, as the parts 
are readily visible. Both male and fe- 
male organs are in the same flower. 
Transfer of pollen is best done in the 
early morning as hot sun tends to dry 
the pollen and render it useless. To 
guard against self-pollination it is best 
to remove the stamens from the fe- 
male parent. Next, carefully remove 
from the male parent a stamen with its 
anther. Dust the pollen from the an- 
ther onto the stigma of the female 
parent. To guard against further pol- 
lination by insects or wind, slip a bag 
over the flower for a day. The flower 
usually fades in one day and the bag 
can then be removed. Seeds develop 
rapidly. Harvest when pod begins to 
split and sow seeds at once in a cold 
frame where young seedlings can be 
protected over the winter. Seeds that 
do not germinate by fall will probably 
do so the following spring. 

Iris—The iris has both male and 
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GIANT PANSY SEED: 
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Pansy Mixture « 
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faction guaranteed. Order t& day 
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One each of 3 sparkling new 

Hybrid varieties. Each a dis- 
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mere Ae while they last. 
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ROSE GROWERS HANDBOOKS 


— — while they last! 

Not a catalog—but a fascinating how-to-do-it 
booklet about roses. 32 pages of fascinating and 
little-known facts. Making corsages; rose hip 
jelly; arranging; planting, growing, landscaping. 
Natural color illustrations. Send name, address 
and 25¢ in coin to Howards of Hemet, Box 
1525, Hemet, California. 














Novelty Daffodils 
Special Get-Acquainted Offer 


One dozen bulbs of the dwarf Yellow 
Hoop Petticoat Daffodil (Bulbocodium), 
plus two blooming size bulbs of our hybrid 
pink cupped Daffodils for $1.00, prepaid 

Our catalog, America’s most complete 
in respect to Daffodil information, free 

orders. Catalog alone with ‘cree dit 
m for 25¢ oa for your copy 
Box F 
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America's Finest Cultivator 
at anywhere near its small price! 


Now you can no longer af- 
ford to do hard spade and 
hoe work. This powerful (2% h.p.) self-pro- 
pelled tiller-cultivator makes gardening a 
pleasure! Has a beautiful self-propelled 22” 
twin-spindle rotary mower attachment you 
can hook on in seconds—for just $44.50; and 
the Safe-Speed Edger for only $27.50. Write 
today for free folder and nearest dealer’s name. 
ROTO-HOE, Dept. FG-1, Newbury, Ohio 
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RESCUE 
THE 


MILDEW 
BLIGHT 


NEW antibiotic discovery, ACTI-DIONE PM, now 
prevents powdery mildew and eradicates infection in 
most severe cases. 


NO rose is lovely when powdery mildew strikes. SPRAY 
with ACTI-DIONE PM for perfection in petals, stems 
and foliage. Take a tip from professional rose growers. 


For use in standard and hose-attached sprayers. 


Ask your garden supply dealer today for 


ACTI-DIONE PM 


Chemical Sales Division, THE UPJOHN CoMPANY, Kalamazoo, Michigan 


*rRADEMARK, REG. VU. S. PAT. OFF, 








Home Garbage and 


TRASH TRUCK $7%> 


1 can model $7.95, 2 can model $9.95 


New! Special Price! 


For HOMES. Cans never need leave the truck. Roll 
it anywhere for collection service or burning. No 
messy, back-breaking lifting. Reduces can rust. 
Holds standard garbage cans. Strong, lightweight, 
steel frame, 6’ rubber wheels. Cans not included. 
Money back guarantee. Shipped postpaid. Clip 
this. Send Check or M.O., (No C.O.D.’s.) Order 
rom 


Thomas Co. Dept. 11-A 


Keokuk, lowa 











COLOR LILY FOLDER 


Finest Oregon Grown Lilies 


Printed in full color featuring 40 vari- 
eties, 19 of which are illustrated. They 
are hardy, easy to grow and will give 
you beautiful garden flowers in daz- 
zling colors all summer. Take advan- 
tage of our special offers. Send for 
your FREE copy today. 


Box 38-F7, BORING, OREGON 











female organs in the same flower. The 
flower lacks true petals and sepais, 
the parts being properly called per- 
ianth segments. The three upright seg- 
ments are known as standards and the 
three that hang down, falls. In the 
center of the flower are three petal- 
like structures called style branches 
which bear the stigmas. Underneath 
each style branch is a single anther. 
To hybridize iris remove an anther 
from the male or pollen parent. 
Gently rub some of the pollen onto 
the stigma of the female parent. 
Chances for self-pollination in bearded 
iris are slight but as a precaution re- 
move anthers in the female parent. 
Seeds ripen in two to three months and 
can be sown immediately or the fol- 
lowing spring. 

Rose—A rose flower contains both 
male and female organs and must be 
emasculated to assure that only the 
desired pollen reaches the stigma. 
Since pollen may shed before the 
flower opens, the stamens must be re- 
moved while flower is in bud. Remove 
all petals first so that stamens can be 
more easily removed. At this stage 
the stigmas are usually not yet re- 
ceptive. Cover the flower with a small 
bag and wait a day or two before pol- 
linating. When stigma is receptive it 
generally becomes darker and sticky. 

Pollen from the male parent should 
be collected just before the flower 
starts to open by removing stamens 
and placing them in an envelope. As 
the pollen dries it will begin to shed 
from the anther. Dust some of the 
pollen on the stigma of the female 
parent; replace the bag and do not 
remove for several weeks. When the 
seed-filled ovary (rose hip) turns deep 
yellow, harvest the seed. There are 
many methods used to germinate rose 
seeds. One commonly used method is 
to plant in a cold frame immediately 
after harvesting. Most of the seeds 
germinate the following spring.® 





Index to Plant 
Chromosome Numbers 


e The quest for new hybrids never 
ceases. As a gardener expands his 
knowledge of hybridization he be- 
comes aware of the importance of 
chromosomes. He finds that knowl- 
edge of chromosome numbers may 
be a clue as to whether or not one 
plant can be successfully crossed 
with another. 

Now for the first time an index 
of chromosome numbers has been 
compiled with a supplement to be 
issued each year. The first issue 
covers over 2,000 listings taken 
from 200 plant journals published 
in 1956. Copies are $1.00 from 
Mr. C. R. Bell, Dept. of Botany, 
University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 
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Decorate your border 


with painted daisies 


by MARTHA PRATT HAISLIP 


OR SPLASHES OF SHOWY COLOR in 
Pisce: garden, why not try py- 
rethrums or painted daisies—some- 
times called spring-flowering chrysan- 
themums (Chrysanthemum coccineum, 
sometimes listed as Pyrethrum cocci- 
neum). These perennials have large 
single and double blooms on long, stiff, 
2-foot stems, making them one of the 
nicest of all garden flowers for cutting. 
And they will keep in water over a 
longer period than most other flowers. 
They are ideal for foreground plant- 
ing in the border. Their white, lavender, 
pink, rose and red hues are splendid and 
their crowns of finely cut foliage dec- 
orate the border’s edge. For facing 
down blue delphinium, the pale pink 
and deep pink varieties are charming. 
As a contrast to the snowy white 
Spiraea vanhouttei, the crimson, red 
and rosy pink pyrethrums are arresting. 
When planted with tall bearded iris, the 
painted daisies add not only interesting 
contrast of foliage and plant form but 
a pleasing variation of flower form in 
a wide range of colors. You can com- 
pose an almost endless series of distinc- 
tive garden pictures by combining both 
these perennials. The composite forms 
of pyrethrum make a delightful con- 
trast to the cup-and-saucer-like blooms 
of Canterbury bells. And in a sunny, 
well-drained spot in the rockery, the 
vivid colors of pyrethrums show to great 
advantage against the gray wall. They 
also contrast well with a low evergreen 
or well-foliaged shrub. 

While the mixed English varieties in 
many shades of white, pink and rose 
offer brilliant color to the border, the 
newer named varieties produce flowers 
in a wider range of colors and forms. 
Rose MIsT is outstanding with its large 
carmine-rose flowers and silvery rose 
centers; Rose GLory is closely petaled 
in a vivid rose; Laby GARNET is double 
and almost ever-blooming with bright 
deep rose pink flowers. CORILLION is a 
new variety and said to be the only 
pyrethrum with luscious salmon pink 
blooms. PASADENA is an expensive im- 
port thought by fanciers to be the finest 
double, silvery pink to date. The lus- 
trous sheen of the petals makes it 
unique and very lovely. SENATOR is also 
a collector’s item, an import with rich 
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rose-red flowers of large size and sub- 
stance on extra long stiff stems. PEARL 
probably is the best white for clarity 
of tone; it is almost a pompon, with 
flowers that are not large but very 
double. Lapy Dawn is a lovely shell 
pink, especially recommended for cut- 
ting. SILVER TIPS is a distinctive deep 
rose conspicuously tipped with white. 
Among the red-flowered pyrethrums, 
HUNTINGTON SCARLET stands out for its 
unusally large single flowers of intense 
scarlet. CRIMSON GIANT is also single 
with wide crimson petals around a 
golden center. ROBINSON’s Dark CRIM- 
SON is excellent for border use where 


it looks handsome with deep blue del- | 


phinium or Anchusa italica DROPMORE. 
Lavender is rare tint among pyrethrums 
but the variety, ORCHID, has almost true 
orchid tones. 

Pyrethrums are one of the easiest of 
all perennials to grow. They like full 
sun and rich, well-drained soil to which 
well-rotted manure has been added. 
During a drought they need lots of 
water. They thrive with a light mulch- 
ing of salt hay, evergreen boughs 


or another non-packing material. The 
mulch should be placed around but not 
over the plants, as they cannot stand 
smothering in winter. Few diseases at- 
tack pyrethrum. 

While painted daisies grow easily 
from seed, plants do not flower until 
the second year after sowing. It is there- 
fore better to buy two-year-old plants 
for setting out in fall or early spring if 
you want them to bloom in May and 
June. While all varieties flower at 
the same time. their season may be 
extended through the summer and 
into fall if the faded flowers are cut 
promptly. 

Unlike many other fine perennials, 
pyrethrums do not need yearly division; 
dividing plants every three or four years 
is best. They live long, are hardy and 
need little attention to bring color to 
the border for many years.® 








EPISCIAS 


Beautiful foliage piants 
in jewel colors. Red 
or blue flowers. Grow 
in warm, shady place 
like African violets 
Free instructions 
Rooted cuttings ready 
for 4inch pots 
4 different varieties 
postpaid 
9 different varieties 
postpaid 
Color catalog orchids and tropical houseplants 25c 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS.. INC. 





‘our 

AFRICAN 
VIOLET 

Catalo 


¥ MRS. JENNIE SPOUTZ 
we, 34300 MORAVIAN 
= FRASER, MICH. 


BLUE CAMAS LILY 


Great blossom-stors of richest blue, in 
| informal spikes. Late spring. Delightful 
Camassia Quamash, easy as Tulip. 


16 for $1.00; 100 for $5.50. 
Illustrated catalog on request. 


PEARCE SEED COMPANY, Moorestown, 


Moorestown, N.J. 








| Plan NOW for beautiful Roses in YOUR 
| garden. The STAR ROSE CATALOG is the 


dependable guide to all the best and most ex- 
citing varieties including new PINK PEACE. 


STAR ROSES ARE GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 


STAR * ROSES 


The Conard-Pyle Co., West Grove 406, Pa. 


@ When ordering from these pages be 
sure to mention FLOWER GROWER. 








FOUNDATION PLANTING / 


10 Plants: 6 Pfitzer Juniper, 
spreader, blue-green. For sunny 10 for 
spots. 4 Japanese Yew, upright, 
compact, deep green. Sun or 
shade. All 2 and 3 times trans- $] 2.95 
planted, 10” to 16”. Strong roots. 

Postpaid at planting time. FREE CATALOG 


MUSSER Forests Box 7-G lo ae 


Geraniums— 


ZONALS—4”-8" plants, Red, 
Pink, White. Will bloom 
soon. Postpaid, Guaranteed.. 8 for $2.85 


WILSON BROS. Roachasle, “tna. 
A Most 
HARROLD’S Amari i 
Pedigreed 


PANSIES 


Y Write For FREE Catalogue 


P.O BOX 29-F 
HARROLD’S “wiicon” 














IRIS 
SPECIAL 


Make your own collection: 


Any 5 for $2.50; any 10 for $4.25; 
any 20 for $8.00; any 35 for $13.50; 


any 50 for $18.00; all 66 for $22.50 
postpaid USA 


AUBANEL—Spectacular shrimp pink 
AZURE SKIES—Dointy ruffled sky blue 
ANN NEWHARD—Piush-like velvety purple 
BALMUNG—Huge yellow etched brown 
BEUSCHLEY’S GIANT—Extra large tall blue 
BIRCHBARK—Showy pure snow white 
BRIGHT MELODY—Brilliant rosy purple 
BLACK BANNER—Deep midnight black 
CASCADE SPLENDOR—Ruffled pink & buff 
CALIF. GOLD—-Glittering brilliant yellow 
CHRISTABEL—Gigonticbright bronze red 
CLOUD CASTLE—Huge flaring powder biue 
E. DUBUAR—Lovely tall orchid pink 

FORT KNOX—Beautiful smooth butter yellow 
FLUTED ARROW—Fine white marked violet 
FLORA ZENOR—Delightful soft cameo pink 
FORTUNE—Glowing coppery tan beauty 
GOLDEN SPIKE—Stunning golden yellow 
GUDRUN—Tremendous clean snow white 
GARDEN FLAME—Brilliant cerise toned red 
INDIAN HILLS—Deep glowing raisin wine 
LIGHTHOUSE—Bright rose with gold heart 
LOUVOIS—Lustrous velvety brown shades 
MINNIE COLQUITT—Showy purple on white 
MISTY GOLD—Delicate white marked gold 
MELANIE—Gigoantic tall bright rose pink 
MOONLIT SEA—Quoint yellow brushed violet 
MING YELLOW—-Glittering deep yellow 
MISSOURI—Foavorite shining deep blue 
MARQUITA—Superb rose and old ivory 
ORANGE FLAME—Flaming orange & scarlet 
PATRICE—Rose stitching on cream 

PRAIRIE SUNSET—Pink, copper and gold 
PRINCE OF ORANGE—Brilliant golden orange 
RED VALOR—Beautifu!l deep velvety red 
ROSE SPLENDOR— Luscious rosy apricot 
RUTH POLLOCK—Huge buff stitched purple 
REDW ARD—One of best of deep reds 

SAN FRANCISCO—Giant white etched blue 
SALAR—Dointy tan overlaid salmon 

SNOW CARNIVAL—Magnificent pure white 
STAINED GLASS—Brilliant coppery red 
SYRINGA—Distinctive gleaming lilac 
SANDIA—Tall large bright rose pink 
SABLE—Finest deep midnight blue black 
TITIAN LADY—White with titian beard 
TIFFANJA—Huge coppery buff plicata 
VIOLET SYMPHON Y—Gigantic pure violet 
WHITE GODDESS—Stunning clean snow white 
(1) WEST POINT— Intense biue & purple bicolor 


TWICE FLOWERING 


An interesting group of Iris which bloom freely 
in the Spring and again in the Fall! 

AUTUMN KING—Lovely rich deep blue 
AUTUMN QUEEN—Dointy pure snow white 
AUTUMN SURPRISE—Fine tall medium blue 
BLACK MAGIC—Deep blackish royal blue 

D. RUTCHESON—Rich pansy purple 
EQUINOX—Lovely blue & violet bicolor 
ETHEL PECKHAM—Tal! dark red self 
GIBSON GIRL—White marked violet red 

LT. CHAVAGNAC—Prolific reddish purple 
MARTI EVEREST—Large medium blue bicolor 
OCT. BLAZE—Doncing reddish tones 

OCT. OPERA—Gigantic purplish rose red 
SEPT. SKIES—Fine blue & violet 
SANGREAL—Doainty frilled golden yellow 
SOUTHLAND—Huce lemon chrome G cream 
OC WHITE AUT. KING—Magnificent pure white 


e 2] b COLORED CATALOG 


Perennials ¢ Alpines 
It pr es all ! 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-78 Spokane, Wash. 
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IN JULY: 


Plant new iris; 
divide old iris 


RIS ARE RUGGED. They will grow and 

flower for years without special 
care. Pamper them with a little atten- 
tion and they take on a regal air: 
healthy green leaves with flowers in 
abundance. Since iris multiply rapidly, 
plants should be divided every three or 
four years. Overgrown clumps will 
have few blooms in proportion to the 
space plants take in the garden. 

Both newly purchased plants and 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN J, SIMPKINS 


Large clumps of bearded iris flower more 
profusely if divided. Do this after flow- 
ering up to early fall, but before frost. 


The first only is to cut lek ‘a to 
about 8 inches so that plant can be 
handled more easily. Use sharp shears. 


divisions from established clumps may 
be set out from now until September, 
and even later in mild areas, In the 
colder parts of the country early sum- 
mer is preferable so that plants may 
become well established before winter. 

Iris need well-drained soil and full 
sun. Prepare soil two weeks in ad- 


vance of planting to allow settling. In- 
corporate with the soil a generous sup- 
ply of organic matter and complete 
fertilizer such as. 5-10-5 

When planting, spread roots care- 
fully and set plant so that top of rhi- 
zome is just covered with soil. Firm, 
water thoroughly and label. 

Most newly set iris rhizomes will 
flower next spring although a few may 
not bloom for another year.—M. C. O. 


Clump should be ae out carefully so 
that none of the rhizomes are damaged. 
Insert spade 12 inches from leaves. 


Wash soil from roots with stream of 
water. Cut divisions so each new 
plant will have one or two rhizomes. 


Eighteen separate rhizomes were cut 
from overcrowded clump. Cut out and 
discard shriveled or rotten portions. 
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WALTER SINGER 


wera GARDEN MARKERS ron Yeuxs 


White Zine Galvanized Steel 


Name Piates 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES 


A—12 inch hair pin type .. 
B— 7 inch plant label 
C—10 inch Garden Marker 
D— 9 inch Swing label .... 
E—11% inch Rose Marker.. 
F—20” Double Wire 


13 Gauge steel wire 
Standards 


We prepay east of the Miss. 
river—(0% additional west 


18 for $1.00— 100 for$ 4.00 
80 for $1.00—1000 for $10.00 
15 for $1.00— 100 for$ 4.50 
20 for $1.00— 100 for$ 3.00 
12 for $1.00— 100 for$ 5.50 
10 for $1.00— 100 for$ 7.50 
G—-21” Single Wire 25 for $1.50— 100 for$ 5.75 
H—8 inch Pot Label 30 for $1.00— 100 for$ 2.50 
J— 4 in. for African Violets.. 100 for $1.00—1000 for $ 6.00 


TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 


and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and 
20 B, together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00 


Newly purchased rhizomes or divisions Everlasting Label Co. Box 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 


are set about a foot apart. Top of rhi- 
zome should be just below soil surface. 


JOHN J. SIMPKINS 











There is no substitute for quality... 


You get RESULTS when you apply 
garden or lawn chemicals with a 
HAYES SPRAY GUN 


It mixes, proportions and applies spray 
materials more efficiently than any other 
type of garden sprayer. And —with lowest 
cost per year of service. Approved by 
leading manufacturers of garden chemicals. 


@ Hayes . For insecticides, fungicides, 
crabgrass killers, fly, ant and termite control. in 144, 
3, 4, 6 and 12 gallon sizes. 


@ Hayes Lawn Sprayers. For fertilizers, lawn moth 
solutions, fungicides, weed killers, herbicides, etc. In 


= ARIL IRIS 


and get them at savings up to 50% & more 


I have America’s only large and extensive collection of the 
elite of all Iris—the ARILS, including sensationally differ- 
ent ONCOS, ONCOGELIAS & REGELIAS. See such 
magnificent new introductions as Persian Lace, Persian 
Bronze, Baghdad Beauty, Decorated Delight, Judean 
Silver and many others illustrated in full color in my gor- 
geous 44-page Catalog Guidebook. Easy to grow—no 
summer water needed. And best of all, you can save up to 
50% and even more in my big catalog-wide Iris sale! 





Group three rhizomes of one variety in 





a triangular pattern to obtain showy 
effect. Water plants well after planting. 








Label Your Iris 


jith Permanent Labels 


e An iris without a name becomes 
just another iris. How much more 
enjoyable when you can call it by 
name: GOLD SOVEREIGN, GARNET 
GLow, PINK CAMEO. The name 
should not be a nickname given by 
the home gardener but the name 
by which the variety was originally 

















introduced. This is the only name 
by which other gardeners inter- 
ested in your iris can be certain of 
obtaining the same variety. 

Start the labeling habit with 
your first purchase of iris. There 
are several types of labels suitable 
for the purpose. A label should be 
easily seen and large enough so 
that cultivating won't disturb it. 

Lead or zinc labels attached to a 
galvanized metal stake are quite 
permanent but somewhat difficult 
to read at a distance. Large-sized 
plastic labels with ample space for 
writing are more easily read. 
Wooden labels are cheap but soon 
rot. 

In addition to the label, keep a 
notebook record of every plant 
purchased: location in garden, 
from whom purchased, and date. 
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SENSATIONAL FLAT IRIS 
like Japanese, but much easier to grow 


As immense and attention-compelling as 


tions. See Giant Clematis & White Parasol, 
both with six bearded petals 9” across. 


NEWEST TALL BEARDED 
300 of the very newest from leading Ameri- 
can and foreign hybridizers. Scores of 
scarce, hard-to-find varieties. Many inex- 
pensive kinds for beginners. 


MY IRIS COLOR GUIDEBOOK 
Why be cont d with catalogs giving you only the 
alphabetical approach to Iris varieties? | give you 
a full alphabetical index together with very help- 
ful groupings by color, season of bloom, type of 
Iris, cultural requirements, etc. Tells how to grow 
and use 20 types of Iris; money-saving collections 
for beginners and Irisorians; free premiums with 
your orders. 





LLOYD AUSTIN'S 


RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS 
Dept. F-7, Placerville, Calif. 


[) 1 enclose 25c for full-color, 44-page IRIS 
CATALOG GUIDEBOOK and free certificate for 
| expensive new iris with first order. th 
| GUIDEBOOK and certificate ore free with any 
of the following FLOWER GROWER SPECIALS. 
I Each consists of 7 named Iris sent postpaid. Each 
.] collection is valued at $7.50 and is available at 
1 $5.00, or Va OFF, if ordered NOW from this ad: 
(C1 enclose $5.00 for this delightful all-color 
| collection of iris carefully chosen for bloom as 
|! — io seasons []; spring, sum- 
mer ond early fa 
i 1 onto ow b wd a Soainane’s Bargain Col- 
'| lection of Rare inusval iris, in various colors 
}& types. (A choice, get acquainted assortment. 
| | enclose $5.00 for collection of Tall Bearded 
ris in a riot of gorgeous colors & giant flowers. 
11 1 enclose $15.00 for ALL THREE assortments 
j.and 2 expensive NEW Iris FREE in colors | have 
Fearne Pink (]; Red (); Bronze (]; Gold [); 
wotone 


MAIL COUPON AND 25¢c TODAY ———> | 


Hardy mountain-grown stock 
DELIGHTED CUSTOMERS IN EVERY STATE 








Get Rid of Moles and Gophers 


Here’s the easy, humane way to get rid 
of the little fellows that do so much 
damage to your garden. Moles and go- 
phers can’t tolerate the vibrations set up 
in the ground by Klippety-Klop wind- 
mills—they leave your yard to stay. No 
traps, no poisons. Two mills clear an 
average city lot. Durable wood construc- 
tion, metal fittings. $3.49 each, $5.49 for 
set of two, postpaid. Walter Drake, 1007 
Drake Bldg., Colorado Springs 3, Colo. 





Just Twist To Tie! 150 Ft. $1 


Tie plants with a twist—sail through 
this gardening chore in no time with 
wire-center flat plastic tape to fasten 
plants and vines to stakes and fences. 
No tying—just cut with scissors and 
twist! Soft vinyl Plas-Ties tape is fade- 
proof green, waterproof, re-usable. It’s 
flat—won’t harm delicate plants. Bargain 
150-foot roll is only $1.00 postpaid from 
Walter Drake & Sons, 1007 Drake Bldg., 


Colorado Springs 2, Colorado. 





GLQLATER 


V205-300.06 


Baby Calculator 


The World’s lowest priced adding ma- 
chine! Only machine of its size and 
quality that counts to 999,999,999. Adds, 
subtracts, multiplies and divides. For 
business, home, students, tax work. Send 
name and address. $2.95 (price $3.04 in 
Pa. includes tax) plus postage COD; if 
check or M. O. we pay postage. Leather- 
ette case. 10 day money back guarantee. 
Calculator Machine Company, Box 126, 
Dept. X-813, Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 
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SUBURBAN AND COUNTRY DWELL- 
ERS often have trouble keeping their septic 
tank or cesspool clean. With the use of 
Northel Reactivator, a bacteria concentrate, 
the solids and grease are broken up, prevent- 
ing overflow, back-up and odors. Saves costly 
pumping or digging. Simply mix dry powder 
in water and flush down toilet. Non-poison- 
ous, non-caustic, and guaranteed. 6 months’ 
supply $2.95 postpaid. Northel Distributors, 
FG-7, P. O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 


PRIZE WINNING AFRICAN VIOLETS 
can be grown by you with the help of Plant 
Marvel. It supplies the natural, concentrated 
food elements needed for rapid, healthy 
growth and bigger and better blooms. It's 
easy and economical to use! One pound can 
makes 250 gallons of rich liquid food. $1.35 
postpaid. Plant Marvel, FG-7, 622 West 
119th St., Chicago 28, Ill. 


THREE-TIER PLANT STAND to grace 
your patio or porch allows you to cleverly 
arrange your potted plants for a most effec- 
tive display during the Summer. In the Fall 
bring it indoors to decorate your living room. 
Made of sturdy wrought iron finished in 
either black or white. $5.50 plus 40¢ post- 
age. Edward H. Ziff, FG-7, P. O. Box 3072, 
Merchandise Mart Plaza, Chicago 54, IIl. 








Printed Name & Address Labels 


1000 sparkling gummed name and ad- 
dress labels nicely printed with your full 
name and address and a plastic box for 
just $1.00 postpaid. Up to four lines of 
copy. Makes identification neat and posi- 
tive. Put them on letters, checks, etc. 5 
orders or more at 75¢ per order. Makes a 
fine gift! 300 name and address labels 
50¢. (Same fine quality labels but NO 
plastic box.) Money Back Guar. Tower 
Press, Inc., Box 591-RO, Lynn, Mass. 





New Grinder-Shredder 
NEW W-W GRINDER-SHREDDER 


has easier portability and efficiency. 
Weight balances on wheels—not you; 
lets you pull it away from pile—not 
through it. Popular because of its versa- 
tility. Processes organic matter for com- 
post or mulch. Shreds, screens, mixes 
soil, leaves, and garbage. Starts at $129.95 
power equipped, (terms available) f.o.b. 
W-W Grinder Corp. 2957-G No. Market, 
Wichita 4, Kansas. 
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MILEAGE MEASURE helps you find the 
shortest route fast. Accurately measures dis- 
tance in miles between any two points on 
the map in seconds—air and sea miles, too! 
Simply roll along route and read exact mile- 
age. Covers every map scale. A precision in- 
strument from W. Germany; has built-in 
compass. Fits your pocket. $2.00, 3 for 
$5.50, postpaid. Empire Merchandising Co., 
FG-7, 4 North 3rd Ave., Mount Vernon, 
N. Y. 


ENJOY THE HUMMINGBIRDS as they 
dash back and forth in your garden sipping 
the nectar from this easy-to-fill feeder. Insert 
feeder into soil or fasten to tree, branch or 
bush. Birds will come regularly to feed on 
the colored sugar water. A fine gift for shut- 
ins. 2 feeders including squeeze bottle for 
filling tube and vegetable coloring for $2.00 
postpaid. Middle River Products Co., FG-7, 
94 Young Ave., Cedar Grove, N. J. 


PICK AND HOLD CUTTING SHEARS 
imported from Italy have a silky smoothness 
of operation and so light in weight (5% 
oz.) you'll be amazed at their efficiency. 
Beautifully crafted of non-rusting aluminum 
alloy with brass fittings and convenient clos- 
ing hinge. A real joy to use for pruning, 
too! $4.95 postpaid. E. G. Nachtegall Co., 
FG-7, 210 Federal Square Bldg., Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich. 
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“L-o-v-e My Flea-Scat-Pad!” 


“It kills fleas and doggy odor while I 
snooze. I love its cedar aroma, its clean 
comfort.” Protects children. No messy 
powder, sprays. Stops scratching. Keeps 
pets off chairs, sofas. Pleasant in any 
room. Long-lasting. Flea-Scat-Pad, 15 x 
28”, $3.49. Super-size, 28 x 36”, $4.98. 
Kitty Comfy Cushion for Cats 14 x 18”, 
$2.98. Money-Back Guarantee. Order to- 
day—we mail postpaid. Sudbury Lab- 
oratory, Box 49L, Sudbury, Mass. 
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Garden Pond 


Here’s the ideal garden pond for fish, 
water lilies, etc. to enhance the beauty of 
your garden. Rustproof aluminum frame, 
clear polyethylene liner with drainage 
plug. Can be set up in circular, kidney 
shape or creative designs. Comes com- 
plete, easy to assemble. Sizes: 4’ dia.— 
$9.95; 6’ dia.—$13.95; 8’ dia.—$17.95. 
Price includes shipping and mailing. No 
COD’s please. Gardenlore, Dept. F7, 
P. O. Box 21, Langhorne, Pa. 





Casserole Server and Warmer 
The BUFFETWARMER carries hot 


casseroles safely . ... enhances your 
table-setting ... . will keep food warm 
for hours. Perfect for buffets and out- 
door meals. E-x-p-a-n-d-s to fit almost any 
size casserole or baker ... . folds for 
storage. When needed, candle can be re- 
placed locally. Unique and practical as 
a gift! Your choice of brass or chrome 
finish. $3.50 postpaid. Ken Baird, Box 
173-FG-7, Wellesley Hills 81, Mass. 





Lifetime Cast Aluminum Bird Bath 


Step-down design accommodates song 
birds of all sizes. Enhances appearance 
of any home without interfering with 
yard care. Rust proof. Never needs 
painting, easy to clean. Gradual increase 
in depth by steps, maximum depth 17%”. 
Easily moved for mowing, will not kill 
grass. Indestructible, serves as feeder in 
winter. Only $8.95 prepaid. Wind King 
Electric Manufacturing Company, Mer- 
rill, Iowa. 





Hilo Dog Spray 

Kills and Repels Fleas, Lice, Ticks, 
Gnats, Flies and Mosquitoes. Combines 
fast-acting insecticides with Crag fly re- 
pellent in convenient aerosol form. This 
is a new and easy way to rid your dog of 
tormenting pests. Also stops itching and 
scratching, relieves Summer Exzema and 
helps prevent tape worm. Give your “best 
friend” blessed relief from biting insects. 
12 oz. aerosol can $1.69 postpaid. The 
Hilo Company, Dept. 58, Norwalk, Conn. 











Sturdi-Built Greenhouses 


Here it is! Your chance to get a green- 
house with newest type prefabrication 
ever offered! Dates all other methods! 
Lifetime-Redwood! Drip-proof construc- 
tion! And world’s lowest prices. For a 
greenhouse complete above base with 
glass, prices start at only $199! Freight 
prepaid! For color catalog showing sizes 
and styles, write Sturdi-Built Manufac- 
turing Co., 11304 S. W. Boones Ferry 
Road, Portland, Oregon. 





5 From 1 


SOAKEZE does a good job watering 
shrubs, especially roses. Saves much time 
and work. Attach it to your garden hose ; 
the 5 small plastic hoses can be spread 
out in any directions to soak roots of 
5 plants, some 24 feet apart, without 
waste of water. Guaranteed to please you 
or your money refunded. Complete unit 
only $5.95 postpaid. Send check or 
money order, Jons Mfg. Co., Dept. H-6, 
Saint Matthews, South Carolina. 








Gardening Moccasins 


Narrow as an arrow are handlaced 
moccasins for the outdoor girl who 
works in the garden or relaxes indoors. 
Flexibly set on foam crepe soles in 
smoke, white, red or taffytan leather. 
Full and half sizes 3 to 13, AAAAAA to 
EEE. Of course purchases can be ex- 
changed! Fast delivery! Quality-made, 
factory-to-you, $5.95 plus 50¢ postage. 
COD’s accepted. Moceasin-Craft, 65-FK 
Mulberry St., Lynn, Mass. 
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PERFUME FLACON beautifully engraved 
with 2 or 3 initials makes a lovely hostess 
gift and you'll certainly want one for your 
purse. Of gleaming gold, its inner glass 
bottle is spillproof and releases perfume 
only when touched to the skin. Holds one 
ounce of perfume. Underline initial of last 
name and specify round or oval. $1.50 each 
postpaid. Sue Allen, FG-7, 65-F Mulberry, 
Lynn, Mass. 


HITCHCOCK MOCCASINS for the man 
whose foot is hard to fit! If he has a wide 
foot or a high instep he'll appreciate these 
fine lightweight, flexible casual shoes for 
real comfort. In sizes from 5 to 13 and 
widths E to EEEE. Style 66 in harvest brown 
with leather sole as shown is $14.30 post- 
paid. This company also offers a full line of 
men’s shoes for dress and casual wear. Hitch- 
cock Shoes, FG-7, Hingham, Mass. 





STAMP COLLECTORS will appreciate re- 
ceiving the Earth Satellite stamp issue com- 
plete and a Sputnick stamp, together with 
many other colorful historic stamps in a 
German collection, including a 48 page 
stamp dictionary for only 10¢ and the privi- 
lege of sending approval stamps. Stampex 
Company, Box 47-TG-F, White Plains, N. Y. 








Insulated Prefab Greenhouse 


This 10’ x 14’ fully prefabricated green- 
house, insulated from ground to ridge for 
easy heating in Winter and coolness in 
Summer, with TWIN-GLAS in roof and 
sides. $556.40 Insulated. Not insulated 
$428.50. No puttying, only a few bolts to 
tighten. We build all sizes, both lean-to 
and free standing with or without hail- 
proof fiberglas roofs. Redfern’s Prefab 
Greenhouses, 3248 Los Gatos Hiway, 
Santa Cruz, Calif. 








Reading Glasses 


For people over 40 who need simple 
magnifying lenses to read fine print, and 
who do not have astigmatism or eye dis- 
ease. See fine print LARGE and CLEAR. 
Read hour after hour. You get the finest 
plano-convex magnifying lenses set in 
attractive, shock-resistant frames. Full 
money back guarantee. 30-Day Free Trial 

-$3.95. Send name, address, age and sex 
to Nulife Products, Dept. PE 138, Cos 
Cob, Conn. 
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OPERA GLASSES so compactly encased 
you won't mind carrying them in your purse 
or in your pocket when going to the theater 
or the races. Wonderful for bird watching! 
Adjustable to view. Black, brown, red or 
blue leatherette. $4.95 postpaid. Medford 
Products, Inc., FG-7, Box 39, Bethpage, N. Y. 


TINY PORTABLE RADIO with no bat- 
teries, no tubes and no larger than a pack 
of cigarettes with interference-free reception. 
The special power source is a new type of 
self powered Germanium-Diode rectifier that 
will last indefinitely. Weighs only 4 ounces. 
Complete with inside and external antenna, 
hearing aid, speaker and a life-time guaran- 
tee, $4.95 postpaid. Life-time Pocket Radio, 
FG-7, 35 South Park Ave., Rockville Centre, 
N.Y: 


RUBBER THONG SANDALS in gay col- 
ors are comfortable and handsome. Extra 
thick, spongy soles make them a pleasure to 
wear to the beach, in the garden or around 
the house. They're long lasting, too. Soles 
and thongs in red, blue, yellow or green. 
Measure foot length in inches: Sizes 814”, 
9”, 914”, 10”, and 1014”. At the price these 
are being offered you'll want several pair. 
$1.29 pair, postpaid. Dexter Products, FG-7, 
Box 66406, Los Angeles 66, Calif. 





Adventures in gardening . . . 


. lie before you in reading and ordering from the many interesting advertisements which appear in 
the classified section of Flower Grower. Every month, go browsing for new and interesting plants in the 
classified columns of Flower Grower! 


Want your own otummontal, concrete business? 


witH RDA c SPECIALTY MOLDS 
HOW TO TURN CONCRETE INTO GOLD 


Here is the answer. The clear, complete, easily followed instruc- 
tions of how to mold and sell these amazingly low cost, high 
profit products. The steadily rising demand for ornamental con- 
crete means money—BIG MONEY—for YOU. Remarkably inex- 
pensive, CMC permanent, light-weight, high quality Aluminum 
Molds have a national record of sales success. Copyrighted 
designs. Ease of manufacture. Catalog of over 200 Specialty 
Molds. See for yourself. Get the full complete story. Order 
this big, fully ilustrated book today. 











IT’S NEW 


MAKES 
PLANTS 
GROW 
TWICE 
AS BIG 


ray once a month with fresh I 
them grow...new vigor for your plants! Get | 
ger leaves, earlier buds, larger blooms. Botane also 
breaks dormancy... speeds germination of seeds 
and bulbs. Formulated fr 
GIBBERELLIN, the amazin 
new plant growth stimuiant 


Full directions in each pkg 

pply of concentrated 

Botane tablets with easy-to-use 

$ 95° handy sprayer bott oney 
back if not fully satisfied 


POST PAID (NO 0.0.0.) 


‘olorifiic HOUSE 


BOX 325 EVANSVILLE 4, INDIANA 





BURN TRASH OUTDOORS 


Safe—convenient —thrifty. Ends 
™, burning, flying ash, minimizes 
smoke, smell — burns damp, 
dry, green refuse to fine ash in 
any weather. Safe without 
watching. Made of rust-re- 
sistant aluminum bonded to 
steel. Approved by fire depts. 
2-bushel Model A (21%” x 
27") — $14.95 postpaid 
Guaranteed. Larger and 
stainless models available. 
ALSTO COMPANY 


Dept. FG-7 4007 Pas Ave. 
Cleveland 13, 








The FloraCart 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available: 3 Tray, 
(without light fixtures) $52.50; 2 Tray 
(without light fixtures) $41.50. Practical 
sturdy aluminum tubing guaranteed con- 
struction. Large capacity water tight trays 
19” x 49”. Ball bearing wheels. Write for 
literature and additional information on 
new accessories being offered. Tube 
Craft Inc., Dept. D, 1950 West 114th St. 
Cleveland 2, Ohio. 



























Stewart’s Summer Orchid Special 


Grow gorgeous tropical orchids in 
your home! Splendid, large plants of 
type shown only $9.95! For every two you 
buy for only $19.90, we'll send a third 
for only $1.00. Yes, three tropical purple 
or white Cattleya orchids to flower this 
year for only $20.90, postpaid. Every or- 
der includes illus. 24 p. how-to-grow 
book FREE. Also send for free cultural 
booklet #118. Fred A. Stewart, Ine., 
Box 307, Dept. 78, San Gabriel, Calif. 




















































Lean-To-Greenhouses 


High Quality at Low Prices! Made 
from all clear heart Redwood, milled 
smooth, using all double strength glass. 
Precision-built for easy do-it-yourself 
assembly. Made in various sizes to blend 
with present structures. Condensation 
groove stops drip. Extra strong and rigid 
for lasting protection. Model shown 
9’x12’6”, 7 rows, on your foundation, 
$312. Prices start at $223. Midwest Green- 
house Mfg. Co., 3210 N. Troy, Chicago 18. 











































CONCENTRATED 
Eco 

















Feed Roses Easy Tablet Way 


New, concentrated 20-20-20 tablets 
make rose feeding easy. One tablet in one 
gal. water makes rich solution, complete 
with trace elements. Economical, too 
one gal. solution feeds 8 to 10 bushes. 
Premixed and measured, instantly solu- 
ble. Clean and odorless. For root or 
foliar feeding. Your easiest, most con- 
venient way to bigger, more beautiful 
roses. Send $1.00 for 12 tablet package. 
Stim-U-Plant, Columbus 16, Ohio. 
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SUN SHOWER SPRINKLER—a new in- 
vention in sprinklers! Its unique spray head 
assures plenty of water in a fine spray over 
a wide area. Recommended by landscapers 
for newly seeded lawns as well as established 
lawns and tender blossoms. Made of tough 
tenite it will last forever. No moving parts. 
$2.00 postpaid. Jahn Products, FG-7, 7775 
Talcort Ave., Chicago 31, IL 


EARRING HOLDER revolves for easy se- 
lection of your earrings. Holds 32 pairs of 
both screw-on and clip type. The upper 
end of the spiral takes care of your watch 
You'll be pleased at the sparkle and 
beauty it will give your boudoir. Available 
in gold, pink, or black. $1.00 plus 25¢ post- 
tage. Alice Rich, FG-7, 24 Burlington St., 
Springfield, Mass. 


E-Z SPRAY has a 36” extension rod that 
permits you to water with ease and without 
stooping, the most inaccessible spots in your 
garden. No splashing of flowers or foliage! 
Patented rubber flexible type spray head pro- 
tects tender plants. Also fine for washing the 
car. $2.95 postpaid. Metzger Metal Products, 
FG-7, P. O. Box 68, Westlake, Ohio. 


A COACH LANTERN of the 18th century 
inspired this lovely planter. Made of wrought 
iron with a striking black satin finish, it 
holds a gleaming brass bowl for your favor- 
ite plant. Hang it from the ceiling or wall, 
or let it stand on its own three legs. Use it 
indoors or outdoors. Lantern is 15” high; 
diameter of bow! is 5”. $5.95 postpaid, with- 
out plant, of course. Sturbridge Yankee 
Workshop, FG-7, 18 Brimfield Turnpike, 
Sturbridge, Mass. 


FLOWER 
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SIMPLIFY YOUR KNITTING with a 
Knit-Count that automatically counts your 
stitches and measures, too. Fits right on your 
knitting needle and adds up every stitch you 
take. A true time and trouble saver! Only 
7¥e" long, it fits all needles. 59¢ each, 2 for 
$1.00 postpaid. Sunset House, FG-7, 92 Sun- 
set Bldg., Los Angeles 16, Calif. 


REAL BUTTERFLIES in a rainbow of 
colors, including rich browns and black lend 
their delicate beauty to a variety of decora- 
tions. Under glass of trays, table tops or pic- 
ture frames; on lamp shades or draperies, or 
in flower arrangements. The thorax having 
been replaced they will lie flat. Collected on 
Formosa, butterflies range from 2 to 314” 
and each is in a labeled packet. 12 different 
butterflies for $1.50 postpaid. Dorothy Bid- 
dle Service, FG-7, Hawthorne 60, N. Y. 


OLD FASHIONED LAMP BRACKETS 
now make beautiful wall brackets on which 
to display your specimen plants either in- 
doors or outdoors. Reproduced in black cast 
iron from an authentic design they may be 
had with either a single or double arms at 
$2.95 and $4.95 postpaid. The Hearth 
Shoppe, FG-7, P. O. Box 3101, Philadelphia 
50, Pa. 


STAINLESS STEEL FLATWARE with an 
entirely new simple free flowing design. The 
spoons have small ‘‘lips’’ to simplify sipping. 
The dinner fork has short tines with a hol- 
lowed section for holding juices and ending 
“drips.” The salad fork has tiny hooks at 
the sides to hold bits of salad firm and to 
make it easy to pick up greens. The dinner 
knife is designed with a special serrated 
blade and balanced handle for easy cutting. 
A gift the bride will appreciate. $2.00 per 
place setting, $10.00 for 6, postpaid. Florida 
Gifts and Gadgets, Dept. 562, P. O. Box 950, 
Sarasota, Fla. 
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Sure Death to Dandelions! 


Amazing new chemical kills the entire 
plant, roots and all. One squirt and your 
dandelions wither and die! Won't burn 
or brown lawn! Also kills other weeds 

. even tree stumps! Simply add con- 
tents of squeeze bottle to one gallon of 
water and spray. Free spray fitting in- 
cluded. No special equipment needed. 
Only $1.00 postpaid or money back. 
Blaine Enterprises, Dept. FG, 1831 
Waterloo Place, NY 60, NY. 
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COLLAPSIBLE FOR EASY STORING 
Here's the ght you 

First) fi iin arbecve 

Time) iit’ compact sections 


at 
This en 
Price\ ony 

ee 

7 FT. HIGH 

Y 

$3.95 
postpaid FOR $7.50 


2 FOR $7.50 


MEDFORD PRODUCTS, INC. 
Dept. FG-14, Box 39, Bethpage, N. Y. 


K L CRABGRASS 
INSTANTLY! 


New “Sok pom Crabgrass Killer” ends — 
« y “ 

















disintegr s prov’ ides & 
$1.00 “per “1000 sq. ft! 
sary. Will 
breaks = le 
ppd o 
FREE Gorey Applicator lachoded Order now from 
ARTHUR J. BUSK 
210 Fifth Ave., Dept. FG, N.¥.C. 10 








GROW ORCHIDS AT HOME 
World's most thrilling hobby. Special-—rare 
able florist type Lady Slipper (Cypripediun i 
aggre my ize plants, large « veh to flower this wir 
$7 


2 for ealy $15.50 and we'll send a third one for 
All 3 for $16.50 POSTP AID. Save $6.75 
Cultural booklet sent free with each order 
FRED A. STEWART, INC. 
Dept. F-78A 
8606 E. Las Tunas Dr. San Gabriel, Calif 


CLOGGED SEWER 


Remember The 
COSTLY PLUMBING BILL — 
CHICAGO—July 1st weve intro- 
1 is a Free Book on 


Discovery whic 
Home 











erate this 
“Plushing Gun 

eleases air pre 

i shaft of water « 

st stubborn s 

to 200 feet. TOILETS, 
URINALS, BATHTUBS, FLOOR 
DRAINS and HOUSE-TO 
STREET SEWERS clogged with 
A 


Grease, Ra Sand, Ro 


ow 
through the 
released « 


what 

Ph — 7 hing Gun 

worth ir OSTLY PLUMBING 

BILLS SaveD? Tear this Ad 

out—and write your name and 

address beside it REE 

BOOKLET. Obey that urge. No agent will cs A postcard 

will do (Chicago Phone Killdare 5-1702). MILLER SEWER 

cae CO., DEPT. FG-7, 4640 WN. Central Ave., Chicago 30, 
itinois 
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Flower Growex CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy) 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$15.00 
per single insertion, $42.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 
insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Closing date 
18th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH 
ORDER. No discount to agencies. Address: Flower Grower 
Classified Dept.. 99 N. Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. 


Business Opportunities 





For The Home & Garden 





WE PAY $3.50 lb. dried. Grow Mushrooms. soe Shed 
and outdoors. Spare, full time, year round. We hav 5,000 
customers. FREE BOOK. WASHINGTON MU SHROOM 





African Violets 








SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 53. 
log contains valuable cultural 
JENNIE SPOUTZ, 34300 
Michigan 


AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY invites you to join. Mem 
bers’ services: African Violet magazine quarterly, con- 
tains authoritative information on growing. insects, dis- 
eases, hybridizing, newest varieties. annual convention 
Write for free brochure. THE AFRICAN VIOLET SO 
CIETY OF AMERICA, INC., Dept. H, P.O. Box 1326 
Knoxville, Tenn 


Illustrated cata 
advice. FREE Mrs 
Moravian Drive, Fraser 





AMERICA’ Ss FINEST. Beautiful color catalogue free on 
request. See our ad page 50. FISCHER GREENHOUSES 
Dept. C.F nwood, New Jersey 


ROOTED LEAVES. A postcard belnee list of newest varie- 
ties you cannot afford to miss. DOROTHY K. ATKINSON 
1702 Grove Avenue, North Chicago 





Agents Wanted 


You CAN | MAKE $50-$250 and more this easy way 

Show friends new Christmas, All Occasion greeting card 

assortments. Profits to 10% plus bonus. New Fund Raising 

Party Plans. Write for Feature assortments on approval 

Free Sample Album Personal Christmas Cards. NEW 

ew AND ART PUBLISHERS, North Abington M-752 
ass 








Amaryllis 





IMPORTED DUTCH AMARYLLIS, New price list in- 
cluding many new varieties for the coming pee ROBERT 
GOEDERT. Box 6534, Jacksonville 5, Flori 





Baby Evergreens 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, § SEEDLINGS, 0 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas 
Flowering shrub. Blueberries. Catalog Free 
BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio 


orna 
Rhododendrons. 
GIRARD 





Bar-B-Que Grills—Grating 


BUILD YOUR own Lifetime 
ting! %“x3/16" stee 
nea BB black. 


Bar-B-Que 
bars on edge 


heavy 


extra 
” apart 

Standard grating for side- 

driveway openings. Use as lifetime door mat—stop 


at door, $6.95 
Springfield, Illinois 


postpaid. BRIAN CO., Box 1312 





AMERICAN BEGONIA A SOCIETY " offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN published monthly plus cultural bulletin 
and seeds to new members, $2.50. Address Dept. FG, 1415 
Acacia Avenue, Torrance, Calif 





Bulbs 


WRITE FOR NEW, FREE | Jager catalog listing all of 
the glorious imported bulbs Sailabie for your garden, 192 
Asbury Street, So. Hamilton, Mass 


Catalogue offering hundreds 
DAFFODILS, HYACINTHS 
CROCUSES etc. will be sent on application. J. HEEMS 
KERK c/o P. VAN DEURSEN Sessenheim Holland 
BULBS FOR FALL DELIVERY, daffodils, "tulips iris, 
hyacinths and crocus. Send for our price list offering gen 
erous discounts and premiums for orders placed early 
RIVER'S EDGE FLOWER FARM, Nuttall, Gloucester 
County Virginia. 


DIRECT FROM GROWER IN HOLLAND. 
catalog of Tulips. arctael. Hyacinths, etc 
ous color pictures will be sent free on 
WILLIAM M. VANDERZANDE, Dept. C., 
Holland, Europe. 


BULBS FROM HOLLAND. 
of varieties of TULIPS 





Descriptive 
with numer- 
application 

Hillegom, 
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IND.. Dept. 20, 2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Washington. 


HAWAIIAN “‘TI"’ Plant Log 
ian plant. 2 logs $1.00 postpaid 
F University 


grows lovely, rare poly 
KIMBALL CHESLEY 
Avenue, San Diego 4, California 





GROW ORCHIDS AT HOME. Profitable 
Successful home grower explains special light 
and humidity conditions orchids need. Free 
ORCHIDS, 100 8. Vermont, Los Angeles 4. 
GROW EXPENSIVE HERBS for us! Big profits home- 
business of your own. Year around profitunity! We supply 
everything necessary! Send for free rare seeds and reveal- 
ing plan. (State your age). NATIONAL HERB EX- 
CHANGE Dept. JY, Gardena, Calif 

LEARN FLOWER “ARRANGEMENT & FLORISTRY. 
Start your own business, part or full time. Many good 
paying positions open. Earn while learning. Send for 
FREE Book. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Studio FC-78,. 11826 San Vicente Blvd., Los Angeles 49 
Calif 

LEARN | LANDSCAPING end | growing of plants. Latest 
information on propagation soil testing plant growth 
regulators, garden design. Start a profitable business or 
wonderful hobby. Unique and modern home study course 
Earn your diploma at home ATIONAL LANDSCAPE 
INSTITUTE, Dept. FC-78, 11826 San Vicente Blvd., Los 
Angeles 49. Cali 


fascinating, 
temperature 
full details. 








START A MAIL ORDER BUSINESS —_ home. Booklet 
$1.00. (Eleven years experience). A Box 217, Au 
burn 


Calif 





Cacti—Succulents 





CACTI Over 120 varieties, hardy included. 
20¢ s0¢ 0¢ also speciment 50¢ to $1.50, $2.75 
and over peste Check to C REYNOLDS, 119 E 
Evesham Rd., Runnemede, New Jersey 


suce rulents 





Chrysanthemums 





PRIZEWINNING CHRYSANTHEMUMS: all types—List. 
24 Large (4 varieties) Labeled $3.00; 48 Assorted (16 
varieties) Unlabeled $3.00; 50—each different Unlabeled 
$6.00. MRS. H. G. WOODS, Route 3. Box 35, Donalson- 
ville, Georgia 





Corsage Making Supplies 


THE BEST Corsage making materials 
Free illustrated catalog. DOROTHY 
Dept. FG-94, Hawthorne, New York 





are so inexpensive. 
BIDDLE SERVICE, 





Daylilies—Hemerocallis 


DAYLILY AND ‘BEARDED IRIS price list offering 
quality plants, of outstanding varieties sent on request. 
M. T. YOUNG, Tallulah, Louis siana 

DAYLILY, IRIS SALE. 25% oft catales prices. Specials 
6 Daylilies or 6 Iris $1.00. Labeled. Postpaid. Catalog 
MRS TRAC IE CHEATHAM, 345 South ‘ 4th, Danville, Ky 





DAYLILIES- Largest listing of the beet. We ship only 
blooming size plants that will please you HOWE 
GARDENS, Holliston, Massac husetts 


Fresh Seeds 








AGAPANTHUS BLUE, 


sandra Undulaefolia, Iris 


Amaryllis Hippeastrums, Cros 
Peacock, Gloriosa Rothschild 
iana, Begonia Rex, Ficus Stipulata, Ficus Religiosa 
Ficus Indica, Ficus Blastica, and Ficus Bengalensis $8.00 
All per Oz. each, Airmailed Free. Lilium Sulphureum 
bulblets $45.00 per 1000 Airmailed Free. L. K. PRAD 
HAN. Mangbo! Busti, Kalimpong, India 





Gardenia 





GARDENIA, Croton, Hibiscus, Jasmine, 4 blooming size 
plants $3.00 fob, Florida. Grow anywhere year after year 


PHILIP PATE, Kissimmee 10, Florida 





Garden Tractors 





SENSATIONAL GARDEN TRACTOR. 
plants and rows, including strawberries 
hoeing. Nothing else like this. Patent 27 
Fantastic offer to first few inquiries. Al TO HOE 
38, Wisconsin 


Hoes between 
Eliminates 


DePere 





Geraniums 


379 SELECT VARIETIES. Zonals, Odd 
Ivyleaf, Scentedleaf, Fancyleaf 
> 10¢. Write for 
RY. Sterling 
GERANIUMS—8 for $2.00 extra plant 
Rooted Named Guaranteed Postpaid 
U-POT, Box 33, Malibu, California 


Unusual, Rare 

Lady Washington, Dwarfs 

specials, COOKS GERANIUM 

Kansas 

with this ad 
Instructions 


FOAL GERANIUM CATALOG ([0¢. Finest 
Novelties. Dwarfs. Fancy-Leaved. HOLMES C 
280 West Portola Avenue, Los Altos, California 


varieties 


MILLER 





House Plants 


RARE HOUSE PLANTS. 500 ogg 
cluding beautiful exotics. Catalog 25¢ 
instructions INGTON 
Barrington J 


old and new, ir 
Complete cultural 
re REENHOI SES, Box 85 





FINE DAYLILIES, ~ HOSTAS, IRIS. Special offer to 
NEW Customers. Catalogue FREE on request. SHOE 
MAKERS GARDENS, Box 26, Overland Park Kansas 
SURPRISE PACKAGE for “$4 50: contains 6 or more 
novelties including Pink Damask, Joyful surprise guaran- 
teed if you mark over six of following: Albion, Bacchus 
Betsy B Cotillion Caballero Capistrano Constance 
Diadem, Garnet Robe, Georgia, Glory, Grisselle, Lady 
Fair, Mirage, Muscat, Naranja, Olympus. Party Gown 
Potentate, Salmon Sheen, Sequin, Sulin, Valiant. Package 
contains many you mark. BEGINNERS BARGAIN—12 
different daylilies $2.00. our choice. TOM CRAIG 4 
Box 315, Escondido, California 





Delphiniums 


THE DELPHINIUM SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
offers its beautiful 1958 Annual (5 Colour plates, 45 
mono-chromes), 200 CHOICEST BRITISH SEED. two 
instructional booklets, ALL FOR $2.40. Write G. 
CAIRNCROSS, OB.E., 54 Fitzjames Avenue, Croydon 
England 








Flower Arrangers Supplies 





CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower ar- 
rangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, FG-95, Haw- 
thorne New York 


FLOWER. “ARRANGERS "Booklet 
wood information, 
A.B.C., Box 217 





basie rules and Drift- 
photos of unusual arrangements. $1.00; 
Auburn, Calif. 


GIANT IRIS, Goldbeater, Pink Cameo, The 

Sunset Blaze, Cherio, Frieda Mohr, Gypsy Baron 
McGregor, Pink Satin. 9 labeled $4.00, 9 not 
$1.00, 20—$2.00. ANN HUGHES, Russellville 


Capital 
Helen 
labeled 
Alabama, 


SUPERIOR IRIS RHIZOMES. Choice new varieties 
Special prices. Free list. SCOTT'S IRIS GARDENS, 336 
N. Division, Box 21F, Walla Walla, Washington 
JAPANESE IRIS (KAEMPFERI). 
sorted colors, labelec 10 for 

paid. V. W. WILSON, R : 


Large divisions, as- 
$3.50, 100 for $20.00 pre 
Box 184 Savannsh Ga 
($4 00 to $6.00 value) 
Postpaid. Free catalog 
Creek, Nebraska 


12 VARIETIES CHOICE TRIS 
$2.00 unlabeled or $2.50 labeled 
L. FREUDENBURG, Battle 
BRING THE RAINBOW TO YOUR GARDEN. Iris. of 
quality. Generous unlisted additional premiums with early 
orders. Catalog free, V ALLEY’S END IRIS GARDENS 
Rt. 2, Box 622, Redlands, Calif 

ATTENTION IRIS GROWERS, Make your dollar go 
farther. Send for our catalog a surprise for you 
WALTON’S IRIS GARDENS, Rt. 5. Box 188, River 
side, Calif 

'RIS AND HEMEROCALLIS. Large 
plants, finest qualit re asonably priced 
SCHMELZER’S GARDEN 73 
Washington 





Washington grown 
FREE price lists 
Edgewood, Walla Walla 


FLOWER GROWER 





CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Iris continued 








MOST COMPLETE AND FASCINATING list of Iris in 
commerce. All types: bearded, non-bearded. G 

percent value bonus on most orders. Free catalog. 

ROSE GARDENS, Rt. 6, Box 424-F, Modesto, California. 





FREE VICTORIAN VEIL with surprise collection, 10 
Iris $2.50. Free Salmon Sheen with 10 daylilies $2.50, 
Or list Craig Iris or daylilies originations you grow and 
send $5.00. Receive surprise novelty package bound to 
please. TOM CRAIG, Rt. 4, Box 315, Escondido, California. 





OVER 1,000 VARIETIES; Iris specialists, Tall, Inter- 
mec liate Dwarf, many rare bargains. Free catalogue. For 
the largest descriptive list of iris, write CARDINAL 
TRIS G ARDENS, Hamilton, Indiana. 





SUPERIOR IRIS RHIZOMES, New introductions, priced 
right. Satisfied customers. Free catalog. THE LOSEY’S 
IRIS GARDENS, Rt. No. 2—Box 253F, Walla Walla, 
Washington. 





TALL, MEDIAN and Dwarf Bearded, Siberian, Japanese, 
Species, Dutch, English, Reticulatas. Free list. BROWN’S 
TRIS Gé ARDEN, 14922 Highway 99, Lynnwood, Washington, 





BLACK HILLS $1.00, Carolyn Jane $1.75. Engraved $1. 00, 
Mary McClellan $4.00, Rehobeth $3.00, Truly Yours $1.75, 
Unicorn $5.00 Dwarfs Siberians—List BLOSSOM 
VALLEY GARDENS, Box 407, Cupertino, California. 


25 TALL BEARDED IRIS $5.00, different, labeled. 25 
different unlabeled $3.00, 50 for $5.00, postpaid. Free 
Catalog. LAWSON GARDENS, Valley Center, Calif. 
IRIS COLLECTION. 50 varieties tall bearded iris $7.50— 
25 varieties $4.50—10 varieties $2.50, postpaid. All colors. 
TEXAS IRIS FARM, Dept. A-3, Rt. 5, Tyler, Texas 











lris—Daylilies 





IRIS—-DAYLILIES. Send for our free catalog listing over 
800 world famous varieties. NORWOOD GARDENS, 
12043-8 Hallwood, El Monte, Calif 





Miscellaneous 





UNGLAZED STRAWBERRY JARS. All sizes from pints 
up. Ideal for African Violets. Write for information. 
NOKER’S GREENHOUSE, No. 14 Mounted Route, W 
Chestnut Ave., Vineland, N. J. 800 ft. west of Route 47. 





Of Interest to Women 





SEW APRONS at home for stores, Easy, profitable, home 
self employment. Write: ADCO, Bastrop, Louisiana. 





$200. MONTHLY POSSIBLE, Sewing Babywear! Easy— 
big demand! No house selling! Send stamped, addressed 
envelope. CUTIE CUTIES, Warsaw 101, Indiana. 





LARGEST WHOLESALE SUPPLY in U.S.; furniture, 
clothing, appliances, housewares, new cars and accessories, 
farm equipment, tools new -——e> Free details. 
rg IATED WHOLESALERS, Box 52-GF, Burling- 
ton owa. 


HOUSEWIVES WANTED! Big money. Spare or full time 
cake decorating and candy making. Turn your kitchen into 
a gold mine. Complete instruction course, learn and earn 
at home. Write for free facts: CANDY & CAKE, Dept. 
112. 3209 W. Olympic, Los Angeles 6. 








RECONDITIONED TYPEWRITERS, all makes, $27.50 
up—We can also advise you how to obtain home typing. 
Apply TYPEWRITERS, 5139 N. Clark Street, Chicago 
40, Illinois, 





Orchids 





WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T GROW ORCHIDS $1.00 buys 
illustrated folder featuring ‘“Black Orchid’’ on cover; 22 
articles on all phases Orchid care, Sowing seed to mak- 
ing corsages; dividing, repotting plants to propagating 
back bulbs. Easy to understand. No technical double-talk. 
Your Orchid Folder expands to make room for more 
articles and listings sent periodically, DANIEL RYER- 
SON—FLORIDA GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, Home- 
stead, Florida. 


ESTABLISHED BLOOMING SIZE FLORIST corsage 
cattleya orchid plants. $4.00 each. Discount on 5 or more 
plants. Free growing instructions. CAYO DEL O80 
ORCHID CO., P.O. Box 6364, Corpus Christi, Texas. 


A GIFT TO ORCHID LOVERS. Reasonable price 

prompt service. 50 Orchids in Aerides, Coelogynes, 
bidiums, Cyprepediums, Dendrobiums, 

25 plants at $15.00 and 12 plants at $8.00 only, Large 
full blooming size plants only. Delivered by post. GREEN 
HILL NURSERIES, Mungbol Hill Road, Kalimpong, 
India. 
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A garden 


in a bog 


by MARGUERITE P. KUNKEL 


N AREA which is poorly drained or 
wet at all times seems at first to 
present a hopeless problem. But don’t 
despair! It can be changed into a 
beauty spot. 

Simply add, gradually, sufficient or- 
ganic material to your boggy spot so 
that you can cultivate some of the un- 
usual and very beautiful plants which 
require rich, humusy but boggy soil. 
The list of these, all easily available 
and as easily established, is long and 
fascinating. 

Our property here in Winthrop, 
Maine, has just such an area—low- 
lying, always wet and edged by a tiny 
stream of unknown origin. For some 
time we shunned this spot, terming it 
completely hopeless. But three years 
ago, after receiving literature on bog 
and marsh plants, we became aware of 
its possibilities and we are now well on 
our way to bog beauty. 

The difficulty of incorporating or- 
ganic material into the whole area was 
quite apparent, so we decided that a 
generous spading in of a mixture of 
sawdust, peat moss and homemade 
compost in each planting hole would 
serve as well. Armed with a basket of 
our mixture, a spade, a trowel and 
bundles of cat-tail plants, pussy wil- 
lows and sweet flag (Acorus calamus), 
we began putting in the background 
for bog beauty. 

Each planting hole received about 
5 good quarts of our organic-material 
mixture, and a generous Jayer was 
mulched about each plant. The plants 
began growing madly almost at once. 

Since then, we have added groupings 
of the beautiful cardinal-flower (Lobe- 
lia cardinalis)}—so spectacularly red all 
during August—which we transplanted 
from the banks of a nearby brook, but 
which is also available from nurseries 
specializing in wildflowers. It is inter- 
esting to note that while the cardinal- 
flower averages 2 feet in height in its 
native habitat, it is over 3 feet tall and 
still growing in our composted bog. 

The beautiful marsh-marigolds, long- 
flowering forget-me-nots (Myosotis 
scorpioides) and tiny white wild callas 
(Calla palustris) were all scattered hit 
or miss for ground cover. We plan on 
adding new and interesting plants fre- 
quently to our bog garden. 

This autumn we are adding several 


groupings of the beautiful meadow lily 
(Lilium canadense), which endures 
boggy, humusy soil. The airy golden 
trumpets of these lilies will be delight- 
ful in midsummer. 

For earliest spring, several plants 
of the round-leaved, early yellow violet 
Viola rotundifolia are scattered about. 
They begin to bloom almost as soon 
as the snow has gone. 

By a large rock two maidenhair- 
ferns (adiantum), the great trillium 
(Trillium grandiflorum) and a rarer 
yellow variety of trillium (7. ses- 
sile luteum) with mottled leaves and 
extremely fragrant blossoms, grow to- 
gether companionably and most attrac- 
tively. 

Since most bog plants require acid 
soil, our mixture of sawdust, peat moss 
and homemade compost apparently 
meets all their requirements. The large 
amounts of well-rotted manure which 
our compost always contains seem to 
supply any plant food which might 
otherwise be lacking. At all times a 
light mulch of sawdust and peat moss 
is maintained about each plant. 

I have found bog gardening a fas- 
cinating hobby. If you have a boggy 
spot, by all means try it.® 


Marguerite P. Kunkel has enjoyed 
making the most of her grounds ever 
since she began gardening. She plants 
for continuous bloom, from the first 
crocus in spring to the last chrysanthe- 
mum in fall. 


All-Weather 
Patio Table 


N ATTRACTIVE PATIO COFFEE 
table that defies weather 
and requires no mainte- 

nance except an occasional hosing 
off to keep it clean, can be put to- 
gether for less than $6.00. All you 
need is a piece of green flagstone, 
four gray cement building blocks, 
and a bag of ready-mix (sidewalk 
type) cement. 

Each leg is made of two 4x8x16- 
inch blocks placed on top of each 
other. To weld the blocks into one 
solid piece, place the “leg” on a 
flat board, insert a crushed wire 
coat hanger into the three cavities 
of each block and fill with cement. 
The holes in the bottom block 
should be completely filled and 
those in the top block half filled. 
When it’s dry, the leg will be one 
solid piece. 

The flagstone top (about 28x42 
inches) is heavy enough to remain 
in place without attaching it to the 
legs. And the table can be moved 
more easily since it is made up of 
three separate parts. 

—FRANCES MUELLER 

















Landscape with Ferns 


[FRoM Pace 39] fertilization of the 
egg takes place. This instigates the 
conspicuous phase of the fern’s life 
cycle, the commonly known fern plant. 

The fertilized egg develops into an 
embryonic plant. It remains attached 
to the prothallium, from which it ob- 
tains its food. Soon a root, stem and 
leaf are seen, the root penetrating the 
soil. Eventually this little plant, maybe 
only % inch high, begins to absorb 
water from the soil and manufacture 
its own food; now it is no longer 


JEANNETTE CROSSMAN 


English crested ferns are delightful plants 
for moist, semishaded locations. The tips 
of the fronds are fringed or crested. 
dependent upon the prothallium. At 
this stage of development the pro- 
thallium disintegrates. The fern con- 
tinues to grow; new leaves, new roots 
are formed. 

True, this prothallium-development 
phase of ferns is not well adapted to 
land. The rhizoids do anchor the 
prothallium to the soil surface, but 
their minute size limits their signifi- 
cance in absorbing water from the 
soil. And the only means by which 
the sperm can travel to the egg is 
through a medium of water. Thus one 
might consider that the ferns have 
retained through the ages a feature, 
the motile sperms, of their aquatic 
ancestors. One might cite a more or 
less analogous situation in the breed- 
ing habits of amphibia such as frogs. 

However, even if the sexual repro- 
duction of the fern is not wholly 
adapted to land and does sometimes 
fail, there are several vegetative means 
of reproduction (for example, by plant 
division), and one is able to enjoy 
the beauty of these plants from the 
sunny bog to the deepest, darkest cen- 
ter of the forests.® 


Bernard T. Bridgers is interested in 
native plants of the United States 
which are suitable fer ornamental 
planting. At present he is conducting 
research on ferns to determine the 
effects of certain environmental factors 
on the germination of the spores and 
the early development of the plants. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Orchids continued 





GROW ORCHIDS AT. HOME. Profitable, fascinating 
Successful home grower explains special light, temperature 
and humidity conditions orchids need. Free—full details. 
ORCHIDS, 100 8. Vermont Los Angeles 4 


ORCHIDS FOR “YOU. Piewering size Cattley yas—Four 
plants for $16.50. Request listing. FOX ORCHIDS, 6705 
West Markham, Little Rock, Arkansas 





Pansies 


PANSY CULTURE HANDBOOK for. ‘commercial growers 
now available to gardeners. Results of 65 years special 
izing in pansies only Price 50¢. STEELE'S PANSY 
GARDENS, INC., P.O. Box 4555, Portland 2, Oregon 





Peonies 

KANSAS, WESTERNER. SO VRAWKER, ANNE BIG- 
GER and many other “‘Bigger’’ peonies n request 
MYRON D. BIGGER Dept. F. iia? "Oakland Ave 
Topeka, Kans 

FINE PEONIES—ORIENTAL POPPIES- R H JONES 
Peru Indiana. Originator ‘‘Dorothy J’'’—‘‘Red Cloud 
“‘Sagamore’’—‘*‘June Rose’’, etc. Quality assured! List free 





Primroses 


FOR A DOLLAR oR TWO YOU CAN MAKE THE 
shadier parts of your garden beautiful from iate winter 
to late spring with a beauty beyond description with Barn 
haven's world-famous Silver-Dollar Primroses. True pinks 
blues, flames, fragrant yellows, white, lush Victorian colors 
brilliant or pastel, they're all there in countless shades 
and tints, all magnificently larger than a silver dollar, all 
hardy, all easily germinated (simple cultural instructions 
enclosed) with hand-pollinated, freshly picked seed — 
$1. packet, 6/$5. Send for beautifully illustrated bo 
catalog of seed, plants and transplants. BARNAVEN 
Gresham, Oregon 





Prize Awards 


PRIZE AWARDS f for “Flo wer “Shot ws Wr for samples 
and prices THE HORNER PRESS, P 0. “Bo x 85, Rut- 
ledge Del. ‘o., Pennsylvania. 





Seeds 
CAMELLIA, " AZALEA, RHODODENDRON seed $2.00 
package. See your dealer or order direct, Other rare seed. 
J. BURKHARD CO., 601 S. Vermont, Los Angeles 5, 
Calif 





Sempervivums 





COLORFUL HEN | AND CHICKS (0 varieties. Labeled 
prepaid. $4.00. Over 100 varieties. ‘“Make a Hobby of 
Hardy Sempervivums.”” MACPHERSON GARDENS, 292 
Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio. 





Square Plastic Pots 


SQUARE PLASTIC POTS. “2% _ "gS ae 50—S$2.25 
100—$4.00. 3 $1.50, 50 $2.7 00—$5.50. Y 
Red, White Green, minimum order "33.00 WILSON’ s 
(F.G.), Rt. 3, Austell, 





Wheels—Rubber Tired 

HIGHEST QUALITY WHEELS. welded steel dis k. Semi 
pneumatics: 6°x1.50x%” ball bearing $1.21, "x1. 75x% 
ball bearing $1.61, 10’x2.75x%” ball bearing $3.7 5. 14” di 
ameter pneumatic-——stud tread—14x4.50x%” roller bearing 
$11.45. 16” diameter pneumatic—rib tread—4.00x8x% 
roller bearing $11.25. BRIAN CO., Box 1312, Springfield 
Illinois 








¢ The Book Editor re- 
quests that you enclose a 
self-addressed stamped 
postal card when you 
write for information on 
garden books. 














7 Ferns for Your Garden 
[FROM PAGE 39] 


The bracken fern (Pteridium aquili- 
num), which is widely distributed 
throughout the United States, grows 
under almost any conditions. On hill- 
tops, by roadsides and in open woods 
it forms dense masses. Its creeping 
and forking subterranean rhizome has 
caused it to become a weed in certain 
areas. The bracken fern formed the 
basis for many old-time medicines 
and has even been placed in mattresses 
to prevent rickets. Its sturdy ap- 
pearance lends an added power to the 
naturalistic garden. 

The maidenhair spleenwort (A splenium 
trichomanes) is perhaps the daintiest 
of all the ferns. It is also one of the 
smallest, giving one the impression 
that it wishes to avoid publicity. Yet 
when viewed closely and privately, 
its small leaves, maybe less than 5 
inches in length, seem to radiate a 
message of gold. The maidenhair 
spleenwort will go unnoticed by the 
transient guest, yet its delicate nature 
may be enjoyed during the summer 
and all through the winter. A small 
amount of soil in a crevice of a stone- 
wall is sufficient for its growth. 
The rock polypody (Polypodium vir- 
ginianum) is widely distributed 
throughout the United States. Its 
leaves appear somewhat leathery; the 


JEANNETTE GROSSMAN 


Maidenhair ferns provide a cool green 
ground cover on this north-facing slope. 


leaflets are not divided. The plant 
is small, .but under autumn frosts it 
goes undamaged, and in the snows of 
winter its green foliage is still to be 
enjoyed. Growth is best in a well- 
drained soil. It is at home in the 
naturalistic garden when placed in a 
little soil in a rock crevice, at the base 
of a tree or upon a rocky slope. 

Many other ferns do well when 
planted in the garden. Experiment 
with the ferns native to your area or 
write for several fern catalogs.® 


FLOWER GROWER 





JACKSON & PERKINS PROUDLY INTRODUCE 


The crowning achievement of 
Wilhelm Kordes, one of the 
greatest of all rose hybridizers... 


ag Korprs — the man who created 
CRIMSON GLORY, the most fragrant of 

all roses... ptnoccuio, the first Salmon-colored 
Floribunda...zuLuU QUEEN, the darkest and. 
one of the “blackest” of all red roses... 

and many others — now has created the most 
beautiful and unusual exhibition rose in years! 


Isn’t this the most intriguing color combinatiotr 
you've ever seen? It’s white . . . it’s 

pink ... it’s yellow! In fact 

Kordes Perfecta is completely 

different from any other rose 

in existence. Basically 

cream-white, this magnificent 

new Hybrid ‘lea is lined with 

pink as if the edges of its 

petals were dipped in 

carmine. ‘This deep, rich red 

color spreads throughout 

the flower as the buds open, 

revealing a suffusion of yellow. 

All season long, this vigorous 3 foot plant 
produces an unusually large number of superb, 
long-lasting exhibition roses (shown actual size) —a 
full 5 inches across! Exquisite, isn’t it? 








JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
901 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 
nga sco 7 RDES pe none aed mabe Can’t you just picture Kordes Perfecta living and thriving in your garden 
($3.50 each; 3 for $9.20). Also include, FREE with my — blooming sometimes as individual roses, sometimes as a breath-taking 
order, your helpful “Home Garden Guide” ” candelabra of enough flowers to make a whole bouquet. See its subtle 
1 enclose $ in full payment colors highlighting other flowers. Plant it alone, in formal beds! You'll 
find Kordes Perfecta a thrilling and eye-catching addition to your garden! 
And by ordering now — and planting this Fall — you can be the very first 
gardener in your neighborhood to display this glorious new creation next 


Spring! Price $3.50 each; 3 for $9.20 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
Wbuldi Lnigett Yee Cres +=Newark, NEW YORK 























} EXHIBITION 
Extra Special 


75*Packet for only 


Sow Seeds Now 
You'll marvel at how much EARLIER, LARGER, MORE COLORFUL 


Pansies you will have next spring if you sow seeds of Burpee 
Exhibition Giants NOW. Planting Directions on every Packet. 


Burpee Giant Exhibition Pansics produce strong, 


BureetNSIES 


vigorous plants with huge 


flowers up to 4 in. across, on long sturdy stems. All richest colors and com 
binations of colors, many gayly blotched. The gracefully waved and frilled 
petals are thick and velvety, many exquisitely crinkled. Your plants will 


live through winter, and begin to bloom extra carly next spring! 


75c-Pkt. of Seeds for Only 10c—Send Dime Today! 


extra low 
get-acquainted 
price, we can 
send only 1 Pkt 
Pz —_ to a customer Big 








This Is An Ideal Time to Order 


Burpee Bulbs 


TO PLANT THIS FALL 


Here for your convenience, all at special low prices, we have selected 

the most popular kinds millions want every year! ORDER TODAY and yours 

will be among the first shipped, soon as they arrive from our Holland . e 
Don’t risk disappointment by delaying till some best kinds ' __ Giant Red Emperor Tulips 
Early planting means bigger, earlier flowers next spring! Pep alien. “spel iteg sensiet Gata oe 4 


believably long. Top-size bulbs 10 BULBS 


growers. 
are all gone. 


Giant Trumpet Daffodils 
All largest flowers on strong stems 1 ft 
or more tall. A glorious mixture of yel 


lows, white, and bicolors 15 BULBS 
30 Bulbs $1.80; 50 Bulbs $3.00 


World-Famed PINK Daffodils 


Large Flowered Crocus 


At Burpee’s low cost you'll want to plant 100 or 
more! Blue, purple, yellow, white, and 
striped, a grand mixture. Lovely in the $s 
lawn or border, best in masses.5§Q BULBS 
100 Bulbs $2.00; 250 Bulbs $5.00 


Fragrant Large Flowered Hyacinths 


25 Bulbs $2.50; 50 Bulbs $5.00 
Giant White Emperor Tulips 


Just as earl ust as large as the in 
suede tad Emp ror in pure white 5 
Way below old prices! Top-size:3° BULBS 

6 Bulbs $2.00; 12 Bulbs $4.00 


Lovely apricot-pink trumpets accented by 4 

silvery white petals. Pleasing fragrance 

For years they cost $1 each! 4 BULBS 
12 Bulbs $2.75; 25 Bulbs $5.00 


Huge Mt. Hood White Daffodils 

Largest and best ! Handsome ruffled trum 4 

pets, broad graceful petals. You'll want 

12 or more, at Burpee’s low cost.5 BULBS 
12 Bulbs $2.35; 25 Bulbs $4.25 


King Alfred Giant Daffodils 


Best-known and most popular of all Daffodils, 


For exquisite fragrance, s rikes 

st aD ate rose, pink nee. white. $ 

blue, a gay and colorful mixture. 5 BULBS 
16 Bulbs $3.00; 25 Bulbs $4.50 


Symphony Giant Peony Tulips 


Fabulous “Black Parrot” 
Immense wondrous blooms, purple-black like 
eS inside a = A... — ye “ Ss 
10¢ each at Burpee’s! Top-size. 1Q BULBS 
Huge, extra double American Beauty 25 Bulbs $2.50; 50 Bulbs $5.00 
RED, 22 in. tall. A sensation! Spe: ial $ . 7 
low price for top-size bulbs.  § BULBS Giant Fantasy Parrot Tulips 

25 Bulbs $2.75; 50 Bulbs $5.50 = [!"#? invep ateegink thetek suniie amma 

Tall Giant Darwin Tuli s marked green. Top-size bulbs. 19 BULBS 
huge golden yellow blooms, handsome $s Beautifully formed flowers « s — 25 Bulbs $2.50; 50 Bulbs $5.00 
long frilled trumpets. Tall strong stems. stems. Red, pink, yellow white purple $ The 

Lovely both outdoors and in pots.g§ BULBS ete. mixed. Top-size bulbs 10 BULBS 

25 Bulbs . 50 Bulbs $5.50 50 Bulbs $4.25; 100 Bulbs $8.50 


xT ANY 3 $1 LOTS FOR ONLY $2.75 
Ey XTVINGS, f ANY 6 $1 LOTS FOR ONLY $5.00 8 


} a7 
W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 107 Burpee Building 
Philadelphia 32, Pa., or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California i 
Send postpaid 75¢-Pkt. of Burpee Giant Ree 
Exhibition Pansy Seeds for only 10¢ (24F38 on every 
Send postpaid as soon as they arrive from Holland, the bulbs marked below: J bag 
at Trumpet aes 7744 Se bans ——s Peony _ 7552 
(515 Bulbs $1. (30—$1.80 50—$3.00 3 Bulbs j25—$2.7 50—$5.50 9 
World- Famed Pink Daffodils 703 0 =a ioe ia Tulips at 
4 Bulbs $1 12—$2.75 5—$5.00 10 Bulbs $1 50—$4.2 
Huge Mt _— _—, Daffodils. 7028 Giant Red Emperor Tulips 758 
)5 Bulbs —s 25—$4.25 10 Bulbs $1 25—$2.50 50—$5.00 1 
King rs Giant. “Datos TOOR Giant White Emsorer a 758 
C8 Bulbs $1 25—$2.75 50—$5.50 3 Bulbs $1. 6—$2 


Tulips 


‘Parrots’ are now more 
popular than ever before! 


FANTASY 


: New Burpee Dutch Bulb 
1121.00 § Catalog—in Natural Color ! 


Large Flowered oun 7772 Fabulous Black Parrot Tuts 7527 
}25—$2.50 


100—$8.50 


}!0 Bulbs $! 


(950 Bulbs $i. (—100—$2.00 250—$5.00 50—$5 00 Now Burpee's unsurpassed collection of 


Fragrant Large Flowered Hyacinths 7757 Giant Fantasy Parrot Tulips 7529 impo ted Dutch Bulbs is pictured and 
15 Bulbs $1. ([16—$3.00 (J25—$4.50 110 Bulbs $1 25—$2.50 (150—$5.00 described in gorgeous new style, with 
over 50 natural color photos in modern 


[) EXTRA SPECIAL—All 12 $1 Lots above (7976) for only $9. 75" rotogravure, Page after page of won 
. derful values like those above—all 
_! ' ’ ee is highest quality to plant this fall, for 
Please print name and address plainly the finest spring garden you ever had! 
Don't miss this wonderful fall plant 
ing guide, ready to mail soon. Ask 
for your FREE copy today! 
ALL BURPEE BULBS 
t ARE GUARANTEE 
TO BLOOM 


Enclosed 


W. ATLEE 
BURPEE CO. 
107 Burpee Bidg. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Clinton, lowa 
Riverside, Calif. 


oO Send Burpee’s new “Natural Color Fall Bulb Catalog FREE 





